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THE   INCCBATOK  CELLAR. 
At  the  Khode  Island  Agi-icultural  Experiment  Station. 


A  Visit  to  the  Rhode  Island  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station. 

Tt  has  been  some  years  since  we  had  the 
pleasiii'e  of  visitinjj  the  experiment  station  at 
the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  College,  but 
got  an  opportunity  to  do  that  on  our  way 
home  from  New  York  last  week,  and  the 
changes  and  improvements  made  there  it  gave 
us  i)k<asure  to  observe.  Many  of  the  readers 
of  this  paper  know  of  the  excellent  work  done 
by  the  first  poultry  chiss  at  the  college  there 
last  winter,  and  of  the  expected  class  in  poul- 
try instruction  next  January;  but  proliably 
the  bulk  of  our  readers  do  not  know  of  the 
considerable  poultry  plant  they  have  there, 
and  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  Prof.  Brigham  to 
make  of  it  a  thoroughly  practical  plant  —  it 
being  his  firm  belief  that  a  practical  poultry 
plant  in  actual  operation  will  be  the  best  po.s- 
isilile  object  lesson  to  the  pupils  coming  to  the 
poultry  class. 

The  poultry  plant  has  been  moved  down 
into  the  valley  nearly  hall  a  mile  from  the 
college  liuildings,  and  is,  in  fact,  a  consolida- 
tion of  two  poultry  plants,  the  buildings 
belonging  to  the  college  having  been  moved 
down  to  the  new  location  and  added  to  the 
buildings  already  there,  the  experiment  sta- 
tion having  taken  a  lease  of  land  and  buildings^ 
formerly  used  by  a  poultry  raiser.  Here, 
sprcail  out  over  several  acres,  i.s  a  large  assort- 
ment of  poultry  buildings  of  many  ditTerent 
designs  and  patterns,  some  with  scratching 
sheds  and  some  without,  also  many  colony 
(or  detached)  houses,  a  long  hot  water  pipe 
brooder  house,  an  incubator  cellar,  etc.  A 
tiny  little  brook,  fed  by  springs  on  the  hillside 
above,  makes  a  splendid  location  for  geese, 
ducks,  etc.,  and  considerable  work  is  being 
done  with  those  varieties  of  water  fowl ;  but 
the  poultry  and  eggs  department  was  of 
greatest  interest  to  us.  We  give  an  illustra- 
tion of  tlie  incuI)ator  cellar,  the  long  brooder 
house  and  cook  house  adjoining,  and  a  unique 
Specimen  of  poultry  architecture  in  the  shape 
ofaliouse  built  of  barrel  staves,  which  cer- 
tainly is  original  and  suggestive  of  what  good 
poultry  houses  can  be  made  out  of — for  that 
house,  built  of  old  barrel  staves,  is  a  tight, 
warm,  and  comfortalde  house,  excellently 
adapted  to  its  purpose — it  being  divided  into 
two  apartments  by  a  partition  in  the  middle, 
the  inner  apartment  being  the  I'oosting,  laying 
room,  the  outer  being  made  into  an  open  front 
shed  liy  throwing  open  the  doors.  We  think 
that  house  one  of  the  most  curious  we  have 
ever  seen,  and  are  very  glad  to  publish  the 
illustration  of  it  as  an  oljject  lesson  of  how 
almost  "any  old  thing"'  may  be  utilized  in 
poultry  house  construction.  We  do  not  lose 
fight  of  the  fact  that  not  everyone  has  a  good 
many  old  barrels  available  for  such  a  purpose. 
The  station  people  had  a  large  number  of 
lime  and  cement  barrels  left  from  the  con- 
struction of  the  two  new  college  buildings 
they  erected  last  year,  and  those  empty  casks 
furnished  the  staves  of  which  this  house  was 
'"lilt.  Common  six  inch  wide  fence  boards, 
(likewise  old  material),  were  used  for  the 
simple  framework  to  which  the  staves  were 
nailed,  and  to  make  the  walls  tight  and  snug 
three  thicknesses  of  barrel  staves  were  used, 
of  course  the  joints  being  lapped  as  in  shing- 
ling. Outside  of  the  labor,  the  cost  of  that 
house  was  almost  nothing  at  all— a  few  pounds 
of  nails,  the  hinges  and  hasps  for  the  doors, 
and  a  half-sash  window  for  light,  the  latter 
■  Wng  set  in  the  door. 

The  incubator  cellar  interested  us  very 
Ouch,  and  we  are  pleased  to  give  an  illustra- 
tion of  it,  because  it  gives  a  good  idea  of  the 


construction  of  such  a  cellar.  It  is  built  into 
a  slightly  sloping  bank,  the  earth  being 
thrown  out  each  side,  and  the  walls  are  made 
of  pounded  clay,  the  only  real  construction 
being  the  roof  and  front  end.  The  cellar  is 
ceiled  above  the  collar  beams  to  make  a  dead 
air  space  of  the  roof  space,  the  better  to  keep 
an  even  temperature,  and  a  trap  door  opening 
up  into  that  air  space  serves  for  ventilation 
through  an  air  shaft  above.  Several  varieties 
of  incubators  are  operated  there,  and  pupils 
have  an  admirable  opportunity  to  study  incu- 
bator operations,  as  the  dilferent  varieties  of 
machines  furnish  examples  of  practically  all 
kinds. 

The  long  brooder  house  gave  us  much  dis- 
cussion, Prof.  Brigham  and  his  assistant  Mr. 
Arnold  both  expressing  the  opinion,  (which, 
by  the  way,  we  have  heard  a  good  many  times 
of  late) ,  that  the  hot  water  pipe  brooder  house 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  "  a  death  trap  " 
for  chicks.  Prof.  Brigham  has  been  experi- 
menting with  a  system  of  warming  the  air 
and  passing  it  on  to  the  hovers  of  two  or  three 
of  the  pens,  the  pipes  themselves  not  being  in 
the  hovers  or  near  the  chicks,  and  he  thinks 
the  ideal  method  of  brooder  construction 
would  be  practically  similar  to  that  used  in 
heating  and  ventilating  larger  buildings — that 
is,  Of  having  a  hot  air  chamber  to  which  the 
cold  air  is  admitted  from  outside,  to  be  heated 
by  passing  over  and  about  steam  or  hot  water 
pipes,  then  forced  by  a  blower  or  drawn  by 
an  exhaust  into  the  hovers.  Such  a  system, 
while  possibly  ideal,'it  seems  to  us  would  i^e 
quite  complicated  and  very  expensive.  Of 
this,  however,  we  are  not  prepared  to  state  a 
positive  conviction.  Prof.  Brigham  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  principle  of  diffusion  of 
warmed  air,  similar  to  the  principle  employed 
by  Mr.  Cyphers  in  his  incubator,  would  be 


most  excellent,  and  we  understood  that  he 
and  Mr.  Cyphers  are  corresponding  and  con- 
sidering something  of  that  nature.  We  had 
come  directly  from  Fishers  Island  Farm, 
where  we  had  seen  a  long  brooder  house  one- 
half  occupied  by  Peep  o'  Day  brooders,  which 
were  used  for  nurseries  for  perhaps  the  first 
ten  days  of  the  chicks'  lives,  and  the  chicks 
were  then  passed  on  to  the  hot  water  pipe 
hovers,  and  Mr.  Crangle  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  he  got  better  results  by  that 
method  than  he  could  get  in  any  other  way, 
which  opinion  we  discussed  there  at  the 
station,  and  Prof.  Brigham  thought  worthy  of 
remark.  That  the  careful  consideration  of 
this  brooder  problem  will  result  in  improved 
methods  of  brooding,  we  sincerely  hope;  cer- 
tainly the  great  mortality  of  baby  chicks  in 
hot  water  pipe  brooders  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted,  and  a  bettering  of  conditions  of 
brooding  will  be  most  welcome. 

Prof.  Brigham  has  many  different  varieties 
in  his  many  poultry  houses,  and  the  pupils 
there  will  have  a  fine  opportunity  to  learn  of 
the  individual  characteristics  and  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  each.  The  Rhode  Island 
Reds  come  in  for  a  considerable  interest  there. 
Prof.  Brigham  believing  them  woi'thy  of  a 
prominent  place,  both  because  of  their  great 
merits  as  practical  fowls  and  also  because  of 
their  being  a  distinctively  Rhode  Island 
variety.  We  are  very  greatly  pleased  with 
the  outlook  for  poultry  at  the  E.  I.  agricul- 
tural experiment  station.  Prof.  Brigham  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  poultry  department, 
and  the  gratifying  success  of  the  pioneer 
poultry  class  last  winter  is  proof  of  the  oppor- 
tunity there  is  there  for  good  work  in  poultry 
instruction.  We  congratulate  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  upon  that  success,  and  most 
heartily  wish  that  other  states  would  join  in 
the  good  work. 


How  About  That  New  House  ? 

Do  you  intend  to  build  a  new  poultry  house 
this  year?  If  so,  it  is  time  to  be  getting  at  it. 
Houses  built  now  will  have  time  to  get  thor- 
oughly dried  out  before  you  are  ready  to  go 
into  fall  and  winter  quarters.  A  dry  house 
means  a  great  deal,  if  you  court  the  "  creamy 
profits  "  of  the  poultry  business. 

If  you  put  off  building  until  fall,  the  chances 
are  that  you  will  build  of  wet  lumber,  the 
earth  floor  will  not  have  a  chance  to  dry  out, 
and  you  will  have  colds,  or  worse,  roup,  to 
fight  all  winter. 

Then,  again,  you  ought  to  have  a  home- 
ready  for  those  early  pullets  that  are  to  begin 
laying  by  October  first.  They  should  be  in 
their  new  home  by  the  early  part  of  Septem- 
ber. If  you  haven't  built,  and  are  going  to, 
don't  put  it  off,  and  have  those  fine  pullets  get 
"a  never  get  over  set  back"  from  bunking 
out  nights  in  crowded  roosting  coops,  or  in 
the  trees  in  the  orchard. 

If  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  live  near  a 
lumber  mill  you  may  be  able  to  get  some  good 
lumber  very  cheap.  I  saw  some  fine  matched 
pine  l)oards,  (sorted  out  as  not  good  enough 
for  building  summer  cottages),  bought  at  the 
mill  for  $lb  per  thousand. 

Whatever  kind  of  house  you  decide  to  build 
be  sure  to  make  it  tight,  and  be  sure  to  have 
some  means  of  thoroughly  ventilating  it  daily. 
Personally  I  believe  that  the  scratching  shed 
house  is  the  thing  for  the  New  England 
climate.  One  thing  is  certain,  I  hear  of  less 
sickness  in  flocks  housed  in  scratching  shed 
houses  than  in  those  flocks  quartered  in  the 
old  style  buildings. 

Build  that  house  to  suit  your  own  notions 
of  what  is  right;  but  Ijuild  it  now. 

Dr.  P.  T.  Woods. 
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Food  and  Health. 

On  page  243  of  July  1st  F.-P.,  under  the 
heading,  "  Liver  Diseases,"  we  printed  the 
story  of  a  >[ichigan  man  whose  fowls  are 
dying  of  what  is  manifestly  a  form  of  diseased 
liver,  caused  most  probably  by  overfeeding  of 
fattening  food,  corn  chiefly.  Yesterday  we 
received  a  long  letter  from  a  reader  in  Louisi- 
ana, describing  a  trouble  with  their  birds 
there,  and  asking  if  the  food  ration  which  we 
recommended  for  fowls  here  should  be  fed 
there.  Today  we  have  a  letter  from  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  B.  W.  I.,  enclosing  a  clipping  from 
the  Gleaner,  which  describes  a  poultry  dis- 
ease which  we  believe  is  intimately  related  to 
the  Jlichigan  and  Louisiana  trouble,  and 
largely  caused  by  overfeeding  and  improper 
feeding.  Itwill  help  to  a  better  understanding 
of  the  subject  if  we  print  both  the  letter  and 
clipping  in  full : 

"Mr.  Editor: — Several  questions  and 
answers  have  of  late  appeared  in  the  local 
newspapers  in  re  a  disease  of  poultry  popu- 
larly called  '  fowl  sick,'  and  thinking  it  might 
interest  some  of  the  readers  of  Fakm-Poul- 
TRY,  I  here  append  a  clipping  from  the 
Gleaner  newspaper  of  the  15th  inst. 

"  The  disease  spoken  of  is  a  terrible  scourge, 
and  has  driven  many  out  of  the  poultry  raising 
business  in  the  "West  Indies.  As  you  will  per- 
ceive, the  malady  does  quick  work.  T  have 
read  of  the  many  ills  to  which  poultry  is  heir, 
but  none  is  so  decisive  in  its  work  as  the  one 
under  consideration.  Although  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  point  to  an  apoplectic  nature, 
still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  its  origin  is 
due  to  bacteria,  for  it  is  never  entirely  con- 
fined to  well  fed  fowls  and  ducks,  but  also  to 
underfed  ones  of  very  poor  people;  nor  is  it 
found  in  one  yard  only,  but  simultaneously  in 
maiiy  sections,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 

"  '  Fowl  sick '  is,  without  doubt,  a  poultry 
epidemic. 

"  Poultry  raisers  in  the  West  Indies  would, 
I  arm  sure,  like  to  hear  what  F.-P.  has  to  say 
on  the  subject.  C.  P.  H. 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  B.  "W.  I.,  June  19, 189S." 
"  The  Editor  of  the  Gleaner: 

"  Sir: — I  have  observed  in  you?  newspaper 
enquiries  being  made  by  gentlemen  for  a  cure 
for  the  malady  knows  as  'fowl  sick,"  in  this 
country,  and  as  I  have  had  upwards  of  thirty 
years  experience  in  'the  bush'  and  'yard' 
rearing  of  fowls,  and  had  to  combat  against 
the  fowl  sick  myself,  T  willingly  give  those 
gentleniMi  interested  in  the  feaU]er  line  and 
the  general  public,  this  rough  sketch  of  my 
experience  of  the  disease  generally,  its  treat- 
ment, and  preventive  treatment. 

"  1.   Fowl  sick  generally. 

"  (a ).  Characteristics.— The  fowls  appar- 
ently in  excellent  health  during  the  day,  retire 
in  the  evening  to  their  roost ;  early  on  the 
next  morning  two  or  more  of  the  best  hens 
are  found  dead  under  the  roost,  and  possibly 
a-  couple  more  are  to  be  seen  disinclined  to 
leave  the  roost.  Their  combs  are  faded,  of  a 
bluish  red  appearance,  cold  to  the  feel,  and 
when  squeezed  become  pale  and  bloodless, 
some  interval  elapsing  before  the  color  returns 
to  the  portion  that  has  been  squeezed.  Any 
sudden  emotion  causes  the  sick  bird  to  become 
terrified,  it  flutters,  falls  from  the  roost,  and 
runs  away  with  a  st,aggering  gait  as  if  suffer- 
ing from  a  transient  attack  of  blindness.  The 
pupils  are  dilated.   Possibly  the  bowels  may 


or  may  not  be  relaxed.  The  veins  of  the 
body  are  full.  "When  the  bird  has  quieted 
down  from  its  fright,  if  food  be  given  to  it  a 
want  of  the  recognition  of  distance  will  be 
seen  to  exist,  for  it  will  make  false  picks  at 
the  food,  believing  it  to  be  nearer  than  it 
actually  is.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fowls, 
after  a  hearty  feed  in  the  morning,  may, 
towards  the  change  of  day,  become  stupefied 
as  if  some  narcotic  had  been  given  them. 

^'fbj.  The  post  mortem  appearances. — 
The  comb  is  flabby  and  of  a  dark  purple 
appearance,  pupils  widely  dilated,  veins 
engorged. 

"I.  The  brain.—  The  blood  vessels  of  the 
brain  and  its  membranes  engorged.  Some- 
times there  is  extensive  extravasation  of 
blood  over  the  surface  of  the  brain ;  some- 
times there  is  rupture  of  the  l)rain  substance 
from  a  bleeding  vessel,  but  at  other  times  no 
such  conditions  exist,  although  in  every  case 
there  is  extensive  engorgement.  Occasionally 
a  blood  vessel  in  the  brain  shows  clear  points 
in  its  calibre  of  l-16th  of  an  inch  in  length 
and  upwards.  On  minute  examination  these 
clear  portions  will  be  seen  to  contain  fat 
globules.  There  is  always  to  be  found  a 
simple  fatty  degenerative  condition  of  the 
capillaries  and  small  vessels  of  the  brain. 

"2.  The  chest  and  abdominal  organs. — 
The  crop  is  invariably  loaded  with  some  food. 

"The  liver  enlarged  and  very  fatty,  the  gall 
bladder  distended  with  bile. 

"The  intestinal  canal  from  end  to  end  is  ■ 
loaded  with  sour  food,  and  very  offensive  to 
the  smell. 

"Microscopically  the  blood  exhibits  a  super- 
abundance of  fat  globules.  It  is  prone  to 
coagulate.  As  to  whether  such  a  condition, 
together  with  the  degenerative  changes  in  the 
capillary  network  of  the  brain,  may  or  may 
not  be  found  due  to  bacteria  of  a  specific 
nature,  I  am"  not  at  this  moment  prepared  to 
state. 

"  That  the  above  clinical  history  and  mor- 
bid anatomical  changes  do  point  to  a  disease 
distinctly  of  an  apoplectic  nature,  no  one  can 
deny.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  heavier 
varieties  of  fowls  suffer  from  '  fowl  sick ' 
more  than  the  lighter  and  more  active  ones. 
Fowls  let  loose  with  plenty  of  e.xercise  are 
not  as  prone  to  the  ravages  of  the  disease  as 
those  confined  in  poultry  yards  and  coops. 
This  brings  me  to  the  hush  rearing  offoicls. 
Before  the  introduction  of  the  mongoose  this 
system  of  rearing  fowls  was  a  very  common 
one  in  St.  Elizabeth.  Thirty-four  years  ago, 
when  a  boy  at  school,  I  hail  two  fowl  icalks 
under  this  system,  one  for  Game  birds  and 
the  other  for  conunon  fowls.  My  fowls  were 
fed  once 'a  day  with  Indian  corn,  the  rest  of 
their  food  consisted  of  what  fruits  and  insects 
they  could  procure  in  the  bush  or  ruinate  in 
which  they  were  located.  I  never  had  a 
single  visitation  of  fowl  sick  amongst  them 
during  the  whole  time  I  had  them  under  bush 
rearing;  but  just  as  I  rexnoved  them  to  my 
residence,  and  put  them  under  the  yard  rear- 
ing system,  still  giving  them  Indian  corn  as 
food,  I  lost  a  considerable  number  of  them. 

"II.  The  treatment  of  fowl  sicA".  — As 
soon  as  the  premonitory  symptoms  are 
observed,  as  I  have  described,  the  whole 
yard  should  be  put  under  fasting  for  at  least 
forty-eight  hours,  and  each  fowl  given  one 
grain  of  euouysium,  ten  grains  of  jalap,  two 
grains  of  rhubarb,  and  ten  grains  of  common 


soda,  which  may  be  repeated  every  twenty- 
four  hours  until  the  bowels  are  relaxed.  If 
purgation  be  excessive  a  dose  or  two  of  five 
grains  of  bismuth  with  twenty  minims  of 
tincture  of  kino  or  catechu  will  suffice.  I 
find  depletion  necessary  with  the  very  fat  and 
strong  ones,  as  well  a  dose  or  two  of  the 
powder  described.  I  open  the  vein  under  the 
wing,  and  to  stop  the  bleeding  apply  a  little 
cotton  soaked  in  tincture  of  steel. 

"  III.  The  preventive  treatment  of  foicl 
sick.  —  Bearing  in  mind  that  you  have  to 
guard  against  a  disease  of  an  apoplectic  nature, 
that  in  rearing  the  heavier  varieties  of  fowls 
you  are  of  necessity  more  liable  to  the  disease, 
you  must  be  extra  particular  with  the  food. 
Avoid  all  fat  forming  substances,  oil  meal, 
Indian  corn,  etc.  Xo. doubt  in  verj'  cold  and 
wet  weather  such  heating  food  is  necessary, 
but  the  constant  use  of  it  is  injurious.  Indian 
corn  should  never  be  given  alone  to  fowls;  it 
should  be  used  in  small  quantities,  and  mixed 
with  other  grain,  such  as  paddy  or  oats,  etc. 
Then  again,  the  confinement  of  fowls  should 
be  avoided.  Give  your  fowls  plenty  of  exer- 
cise, clean  and  pure  water,  and  a  mixed  tliet, 
as  little  fat  forming  substances  as  possible, 
and  your  poultry  yard  will  be  safe  from'  fowl 
sick.' — I  am,  etc., 

Wji.  .Iohxsox  Caldkr,  31.  B.,  M.  S."' 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Dr.  Calder  describes 
very  nearly,  (but,  of  course,  much  more 
scientifically),  the  trouble  of  our  Michigan 
friend,  the  difference  in  the  conditions  being 
mainly  m  the  violence  of  the  disease,  due  to 
the  hotter  climate  probably  —  the  apoplectic 
character  being  chiefly  due  to  climatic  con- 
ditions. 

Dr.  C.  also  tells  us  that  the  heavier  varieties 
of  fowls  suffer  more  from  the  disease  than  do 
the  lighter,  more  active  varieties,  which  cor- 
responds to  our  observations  here  in  Xew 
England;  and  his  closing  paragraph,  bearing 
upon  the  preventive  treatment,  bears  out  what 
we  said  in  our  comments  upon  the  Michigan 
case  in  July  1st  number. 

With  proper  food  and  care  there  should  be 
no  such  epidemic  of  "  fowl  sick  "  in  Jamaica, 
nor  "  liver  disease"  in  Jlichigan,  Louisiana  or 
New  England.  In  the  warmer  climate  of 
Louisiana  and  Jamaica  especial  pains  should 
be  taken  to  avoid  the  fat  forming  foods.  "We 
should  take  a  lesson  from  nature,  which  pro- 
vides a  great  abundance  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables in  such  climates,  and  should  feed  our 
fowls  on  green  stuft's  chiefly.  The  same 
applies  to  us  in  the  north  so  far  as  a  sumnier 
food  ration  for  our  fowls  is  concerned.  We 
should  greatly  increase  the  bran  (shorts")  in 
the  mash,  and  proportionately  dA-rease  the 
meat  meal  an<l  corn  meal,  and  feed  practically 
no  corn  at  all  in  summer. 

This  food  question  is  closely  related  to  that 
of  the  heiilth  of  our  flocks.  "We  can  feed  dis- 
ease into  them,  or  can  so  feed  them  as  to  keep 
them  splendidly  healthy— and  the  backbone 
of  the  whole  question  is  found  in  the  old  shib- 
boleth, for  ringing  the  changes  upou  which  we 
were  a  few  years  ago  so  roundly  scored, 
namely :  DOX'T  teed  corn  ! 

We  "must  study  for  "  a  bahmced  ration"  if 
we  would  avoid  disease,  and  the  fearful 
mortality  the  feeding  of  fat  forming  foods 
superinduces  would  certainly  point  the  moral 
of  avoiding  the  feeding  of  those  foods.  For 
us  in  the  northern  states,  too,  there  is  the 
moral  of  avoiding  those  foods  in  summer, 
when  we  have  almost  tropical  heats.  Feed 
green  stuff',  vegetables  and  fruits,  and  cor- 
respondingly reduce  the  fattening  foods. 


Black  Minorcas  an  Old  Variety, 

From  the  history  as  far  as  obtainable,  the 
Black  Minorca  must  at  all  events  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  varieties  and  apparently  a  distinct 
and  original  variety  of  that  Mediterranean 
race  whose  general  type  is  found  all  around 
the  margin  of  the  Great  Sea.  Of  all  the<e 
varieties  none  equal  the  Black  Minorca  in 
solid  and  real  value.  They  lay  as  many  if  not 
more  eggs,  and  their  eggs  are  the  largest  laid 
by  any  breed,  so  that  it  is  generally  possible  to 
pick  out  an  exhibition  dish  that  will  run  about 
six  to  the  pound.  They  were  known  and 
valued  many  years  in  the  west  of  England 
before  attracting  any  attention  elsewhere.  All 
at  once  they  began  to  move,  and  their  growth 
in  popularity  during  recent  years  has  been 
enormous.  In  1883,  .several  years  after  the 
movement  began,  the  Crystal  Palace  show 
containetl  but  two  classes  and  thirty-two 
entries;  in  ISRs  there  were  six  classes  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  entries  :  in  1889  there  were 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  entries  in  the  six 
classes.  About  thistimeora  little  earlier,  they 
began  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  American 
breeders,  and  many  importations  were  made, 
and  their  growth  in  popularity  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase 
ever  since,  more  especially  the  past  three  years. 
At  the  last  club  meet  at  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den, Xew  York,  they  succeeded  in  bringing 
together  the  largest  and  strongest  class  ever 
shown  in  America,  and  they  were  well  repre- 
sented in  nearly  all  the  shows  throughout  the 
L'nited  States  and  Canada. 

The  original  source  of  this  fine  breed  appears 
to  be  correctly  represented  in  its  name,  but  it 
seems  to  be  derived  from  more  than  one  impor- 
tation. Mr.  Leworthy  has  said  a  Mr.  Willis, 
whom  he  knew  well,  had  known  the  fowl  in 
31inorca,  and  of  importations  from  there  long 
ago.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Cox,  of  Castle  Gary, 
waspersonally.informed  by  Sir  Thomas  Adand 
that  his  father,  the  former  baron,  brought 
some  from  Minorca  to  England  direct  eitherin 
183i  or  1835,  and  that  from  this  importation 
the  strain  has  been  kept  up  at  Ilolnicote  many 
years,  and  a  great  deal  distributed.  There  is 
evidence  that  the  breed  was  known  years 
before  this,  and  certain  diflerences  in  certain 
strains  bear  out  the  supposition  of  distinct 
importations. 

It  is  thought  by  some  of  our  earlier  writers 
that  the  Minorca  may  h.ave  been  the  original 
progenitor  of  the  Spanish,  as  the  tendency  of 
the  Spanish  is  to  revert  to  red  in  the  face. 
However  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  they  are 
one  of  our  oldest  varieties,  and  originally 
came  from  Minorca.  The  Black  Minorca  was 
noted  from  thefirstforits great layingqualities 
and  for  the  extra  large  size  of  its  eggs.  While 
the  present  type  of  the  American  Black  Min- 
orca has  been  much  improved  over  that  of  the 
original  importations  into  this  country,  they 
have  not  been  injured  as  to  their  great  laying 
qualities  of  extremely  large  eggs;  if  anything 
they  have  been  improved  in  this  respe^-t.  The 
present  American  type  is  larger  and  deeper  in 
body,  more  up  on  legs,  closer  feathered,  and 
with  combs  not  so  burdensome  as  those  of  the 
original  importations. 

Beyond  a  doubt  large  combs  and  wattles 
have  an  intimate  connection  with  laying  pow- 
ers, but  such  exaggerated  appendages  as  those 
of  the  original  importation,  and  sometimes 
seen  now,  are  a  severe  tax  upon  the  bird,  hin- 
der proper  feeding,  and  are  peculiarly  liable  to 
frost  bites,  and  a  specially  obstinate  kind  of 
ulceration  in  the  creases.  From  recent  writ- 
ings of  the  leading  English  breeders,  they  are 
fast  falling  into  line,  and  advocating  the  pres- 
ent American  type  of  Black  Minorca.  —  J.  H. 
Saktee,  in  "Black  Minorca  Club  Catalogue." 


Selecting  Chicks  for  Next  Year. 

Because  you  hat<:h  a  large  number  of  young 
pullets  is  no  reason  why  you  should  keep  all 
of  them.  It  is  correct  to  hatch  as  many  as 
possible,  as  it  pennits  of  better  opportunities 
for  securing  more  good  ones,  but  it  is  usually 
the  temptation  not  to  part  with  any,  the  con- 
sequence being  that  the  poultry  house  becomes 
crowded  as  the  pullets  reach  maturity.- 
Observe  them  from  the  start,  and  note  those 
that  are  hearty  and  strong.  Select  pullets 
that  are  uniform  in  color  and  size,  and  sell  the 
remainder  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  .so  as  to 
give  those  retained  more  attention  and  cure. — 
Farm  and  Fireside. 
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FEED  AND   COOK  HOUSE. 
Plainfield  Poultry  Farm,  Plainfleld,  N.  J. 


The  Plainfleld  Poultry  Farm. 

Plainfleld  is  a  lovely  little  city,  about  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Xew  York  on  tlie  X.  J.  Central 
R.  R. ;  and  three  miles  west  of  Plainlield,  iu  a 
beautiful  valley  between  two  ridges  of  low 
mountains,  is  the  Plainfleld  Poultry  Farm, 
which  has  only  recently  been  making  itself 
known  to  the  world,  but  is  evidently  destined 
to  be  one  of  the  great  poultry  farms  of  the 
future.  Its  location  is  one  of  the  best  we 
have  ever  visited, —  on  a  long  southern  slope, 
which,  however,  is  interrupted  by  a  slight 
depression,  then  swells  over  a  broad  low  ridge 
upon  which  the  main  poultry  buildings  are 
located,  then  falls  away  again  into  the  valley, 
where  is  the  duck  pond,  and  just  beyond  it 
the  long  duck  house,  of  which  we  give  an 
illustration.  The  dwelling  house  and  farm 
buildings  abut  upon  the  highway  a  little 
below  the  principal  poultry  buildings,  and  the 
duck  house,  across  the  little  valley  to  the 
south,  seems  an  exceptionally  favorable  loca- 
tion, since  it  is  isolated  from  the  other  build- 
ings, and  is  so  situated  that  the  Ijreeding  ducks 
have  access  to  water  in  the  lower  ends  of  the 
long  yards  leading  down  from  the  duck  house, 
and  can  be  given  the  range  of  the  entire  pond 
at  the  discretion  of  the  manager. 

The  poultry  buildings  already  erected  and 
planned  for  indicate  the  broad  purpose  of  the 
company,  it  being  their  intention  to  make  the 
Plainfleld  Poultry  Farm  uot  only  a  great 
practical  poultry  farm,  but  they  intend  also 
to  breed  the  best  stock  obtainable.  Up  to 
this  time  it  has  been  mostly  erecting  buildings 
and  "getting  under  way,"  although  a  very 
good  business  has  been  done  this  season  in 
selling  eggs  for  hatching.  The  breeding  stock 
this  year  has  been  about  two  hundred  White 
Leghorns,  one  hundred  W.  "Wyandottes,  and 
fifty  each  of  Barred  and  White  P.  Rocks,  and 
about  three  hundred  and  flfty  Pekin  ducks. 
This  breeding  stock  will  be  more  than  doubled 
next  year;  indeed,  as  Mr.  Corby,  the  manager, 
told  us,  "We  have  got  to  double  up  or  stop 
advertising,  as  we  could  not  nearly  fill  all  of 
our  orders  this  year,  and  there  is  no  satisfac- 
tion in  returning  so  much  money.  It  makes 
us  feel  poor,  and  the  intending  customer  is 
Jissatisfied." 

Our  first  visit  was  to  the  duck  house,  walk- 
ing across  the  artificial  dam,  which  makes  a 
beautiful  little  pond  of  four  or  five  acres  in 
which  the  handsome  Pekin  ducks  were  dis- 
porting themselves.  This  duck  house  is  264 
feet  long,  divided  into  eleven  pens  24  x  12 
feet,  in  each  of  which  are  put  twenty-flve 
ducks  and  five  drakes  for  breeding.  A  four' 
foot  walk  extends  the  entire  length  of  the 
house  at  the  back,  and  yards  about  l.'jO  feet 
long  extend  down  to  the  pond,  and,  indeed, 
into  the  edge  of  it  twenty  or  thirty  feet,  to 
give  the  ducks  access  to  the  water.  It  is 
intended  to  increase  this  duck  plant  to  about 
three  times  its  present  capacity  next  year,  so 
that  they  can  handle  from  one  thousand  to 
twelve  hundred  head  of  breeding  stock  in  the 
duck  department.    A  considerable  business 


has  been  done  this  year  in  hatching  and  rear- 
ing ducks  for  breeding  stock  and  for  market, 
with  most  excellent  success,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  next  year  they  can  not  only  do  a  larger 
business  in  this  direction,  but  be  able  to  fill 
their  many  orders  for  eggs  also.  It  is  Mr. 
Corby's  intention  to  move  the  ducks  up  into 
the  edge  of  the  woods  for  the  summer,  "  turn- 
ing them  out  to  grass,"  enclosing  pens  each  of 
about  half  an  acre,  half  open  grass  field  and 
half  in  the  woods,  which  will  give  the  ducks 
access  to  either  as  they  choose.  An  excellent 
spring  of  water  just  within  the  edge  of  the 
woods  will  be  utilized  for  furnishing  them 
drinking  water,  and  all  things  considered,  we 
think  those  ducks  will  come  into  the  breeding 
pens  next  fall  in  about  the  best  shape  possible 
—  well  rested  and  in  condition  to  begin  laying 
early  in  the  season. 

Of  the  general  poultry  plant,  the  feed  and 
cook  house  near  the  center  is  the  most  prom- 
inent building.  This  is  a  large  two  story 
building,  33  x  28  feet  on  the  ground,  with  an 
incubator  cellar  jn  the  basement,  feed  and 
cooking  room  on  the  first  floor,  carpenter 
shop,  and  three  sleeping  rooms  for  the  help  in 
the  second  story.  The  incubator  cellar  con- 
tains twenty  360-egg  Cyphers  incubators,  and 
it  is  intended  to  double  this  incubator  capacity 
next  season.  A  most  interesting  feature  of 
this  department  is  a  tiny  electric  light  inside 
of  each  incubator,  suspended  just  a  little  above 
and  forward  of  the  thermometer,  so  that  by 
touching  a  button  the  attendant  can  see  at  a 
glance  the  temperature  of  the  machine.  This 
ingenious  device  is  a  great  time-saver,  and  is 
economical  of  eyesight  as  well,  since  the  light 
is  exactly  where  it  is  wanted,  and  not  shining 
directly  in  the  eyes  of  the  operator.  One  of 
the  members  of  the  company,  who  is  an 
amateur  electrician,  installed  the  dry  battery 
plant  which  supplies  these  tiny  one-candle- 


power  lights  with  electricity,  and  it  seems  to 
us  one  of  the  best  devices  of  the  kind  that  we 
have  ever  seen.  The  inconvenience  of  lighting 
a  lamp  and  carrying  it  about  to  each  machine 
in  turn,  or  of  striking  a  match  at  each  machine 
and  waiting  until  it  bui-ns  up  to  its  full  llame, 
is  an  annoyance  to  many,  not  to  mention  the 
time  lost,  and,  in  the  case 'of  the  matches,  of 
fingers  burned. 

Just  east  of  the  feed  house  is  the  scratching 
shed  breeding  house,  240  feet  long,  with  a  four 
foot  alley  way  at  the  liack,  the  roosting  pens 
and  scratching  sheds  iieing  each  10  x  10  feet 
in  size.  Some  of  the  breeding  stock  was 
housed  in  smaller  closed  pen  houses,  and 
various  buildings  which  had  been  erected 
from  time  to  time  for  other  purposes,  but  that 
were  used  this  season  because  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  getting  all  the  buildings  ready.  Half 
a  dozen  large  buildings  are  planned  for,  and 
will  be  erected  this  summer  and  fall,  to  make 
room  for  next  year's  breeding  stock,  now 
scattered  out  in  colony  houses  over  the  fields 
to  the  northward.  A  brooder  house  225  feet 
long  is  now  occupied  by  young  chicks  and 
ducks;  this  it  is  intended  to  use  for  a  second 
brooder  house  next  year —  a  nursery  brooder 
house  180  feet  long  to  be  used  wholly  for  Ijaby 
chicks  being  one  of  the  buildings  that  will  go 
up  this  summer,  and  a  double  brooder  house, 
150  feet  long,  is  to  be  built  for  the  young 
ducks.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  the  carpenters 
were  hurrying  along  the  fifty  colony  houses, 
each  G  X  8  feet  on  the  ground,  5^  feet  high  iu 
front,  with  a  shed  roof.  These  are  built  on 
runners,  and  a  pair  of  horses  can  be  hitched 
to  them  to  draw  them  out  into  the  field  or  to 
any  desired  place  for  locating  a  colony  of 
chicks.  The  wooded  ridge  at  the  back,  rising 
to  the  height  of  sevei-al  hundred  feet,  gives 
most  perfect  shelter  from  the  cold  winds  of 
winter,  and  it  is  intended  to  build,  just  under 
the  shelter  of  the  woods,  a  scratching  shed 
house  several  hundred  feet  long,  to  be  used 
for  laying  stock  only,  chiefly  for  the  produc- 
tion of  winter  eggs.  In  such  a  sheltered  local- 
ity, with  the  warm  sun  shining  into  the  pens 
in  winter,  other  things  being  equal  the  egg 
yield  should  be  very  profitable;  and  with 
duplicate  yards  extending  back  into  the  woods 
for  the  summer,  the  conditions  would  seem 
to  be  about  as  nearly  right  as  possible. 

The  plan  here  is  c'ertainly  an  ambitious  one. 
Here  is  a  large  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  being  transformed  into  a  great 
poultry  farm  for  both  fancy  and  utility  poul- 
try work.  Ample  capital  is  furnished  by  the 
stock  company  which  owns  it,  and  the  many 
years  experience  of  Mr.  Corby,  the  manager, 
justifies  the  expectations  of  a  substantial  profit 
from  the  business  once  it  has  got  well  under 
way.  It  takes  time  to  build  up  such  a  poul- 
try plant.  The  start  thus  far  made  is  right. 
There  is  money  to  be  made  in  hatching  and 
raising  ducks  and  chickens  for  market,  pro- 
ducing eggs  for  market,  raising  fine  breeding 
stock,  and  selling  eggs  for  hatching  in  season— 
and  all  of  these  various  lines  of  business  will 
be  carried  on  here.  It  is  the  intention  to 
make  it  a  complete  poultry  farm  —  a  model 
poultry  farm,  if  you  please,  and  one  which  it 
will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  watch  the  develop- 
ment of  as  opportunity  offers  for  future  visits. 


Like  a  New  Person 

Weak,  Nervous,  Sleepless,  Tired- 
How  Mew  Strength  Was  Found. 

"I  was  weak  and  nervous,  could  not 
sleep  at  night,  and  felt  as  tired  in  the 
morning  as  when  I  went  to  bed.  I  got  a 
bottle  of  Hood's  Sarsaparilla  and  it  toned 
me  up,  and  since  then  I  have  been  able  to 
eat  well  and  sleep  well  and  am  feeling 
like  a  new  person."  Mrs.  C.  W.  Shbdd, 
27  Burbank  Street,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Hood's  Sarsaparilla 

Sold  by  all  dru^t'ists,  §1 ;  six.  for  $5.  Get  Hood's. 
Hood's  Pills  cure  all  liver  ills.  25  cents. 


BBEEDi  STOCK 

For  Sale. 


Having  finished  liatcliing  for  this  season,  I  will  sell 
the  stock  I  have  b)"ed  from  in  lots  to  suit.  Must  be 
sold  to  make  room  for  the  youngsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  Egg  Strain;  "the  business  fowl  of  the 
19th  century.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Egg,  Trolific  Laying  Stock). 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


Our 


White  Plymoutli  Rock 

mule,  "  CHAMPIt)N,"  took  1st  prize  as  cockerel 
and  eocli  at  two  of  America's  leadiiig  shows  in  hot 
coni|ietilion.  We  mated  him  tljis  year  to  the  stand- 
ard mimljer  of  selected  females,  bred  for  ytility, 
and  noted  for  their  size  and  for  the  CQJor  their 
eggs  We  will  sell  a  limited  number  of  coekerels 
from  this  stock  at  S2  eacli;  pullets  S1.25.  Orders 
booked  now  for  fall  delivery.  No  better  blood  in 
America.   Write  earlv  if  you  want  the  best. 

MAIIION  POULTRY  YAKD*. 
 Brookline.  Mass. 

My  Mammoth  Light  Brahmas 

have  been  admired  by  all  who  have  seen  them  at 
various  exhibitions  where  they 

tlie  highest  honors  in  strong  competition.  Iljreed  no 
other  variety.  A  few  extra  fine  yearlings  and  lots  of 
young  stock  for  sale. 

EDGEWOOD  POULTRY  FARM, 
ARNOLD  HEILBORN,  Box  ;.T,,^ro-vi<lence,  K.  I. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN" 

 OP  

"White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  for  iililily.  Pullets  of  this  strain  mature  K/ien 
five  }no7itJts  old,  are  above  standard  veiglit^  and  have 
averatjed  210  broicn  eggs  per  year. 
Vigorous  cockerels  for  sale  after  September  1st. 
 F.  E.  WOODS,  JJatick,  Mass. 

Do  You  Want  Good 


THE  DUCK  HOUSE. 
Flainfield  Poultry  Farm,  Plainfield,  N.  J. 


from  the  winners  of  Hagerstown,  Pawtucket,  and 
Boston?    S2  per  sitting:  3  sittings   S5.    Stan)p  for 
circular.       COLLINS  POULTRY  FARM, 
 Pawtucket.  R.  I. 

Black  LANGSHANS 

EXCLUSIVELY. 

My  strain  have  always  won  prizes  in  the  show  room 
In  the  fastestcompetitiou.  Tliey  are  of  the  true  Lang- 
slian  sliajie,  with  the  rich  green  sheen,  ami  very  free 
from  pui'i'I'-*.   Look  up  my  \^i^nings. 

50  Fine  Cockerels  for  sale  that  can  win  Prizes. 

Eggs  for  sale  from  my  best  pens  at  S3  per  i:; :  Sfi  for  26. 

J.  S.  REMINGTON, 
P.  O.  Box  13G,  Greenville,  R.  I. 

CUT  PRICES 

For  rest  of  season.  I  will  sell  15  eggs  from  my  best 
breeders  for  SI ;  50  eggs  for  $3 ;  100  eggs  for  S8.  At 
Rhode  Island  poultry  siio\T  I  won  2d  and  ?.d  pullet; 
anil  2d  iien,  in  a  class  of  S4  birds. 

WILL  H.  RAYMOND, 

Box  GS6.   Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

MUST    BE  SOLD. 

50  yearling  BufTLeghorn  hens  and  one  cock.  At  a 
positive  bargain.  Tliese  were  all  farm  raised  fr6m 
Arnold  nud  Slierman  stock  direct,  and  have  laid 
splenilidly  for  us.  and  no  doubt  will  f(  r  you.  Also  a 
few  of  ourl.an.  breeders  full  sisters  to  our  Bos/on 
and  Havei-bill  winners. 

PLEA.SANT  VALLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 
.  , ,  Methuen. 

Address,  BATTY  BROS. 

Box  IOC,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
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THE  LONG  BROODER  HOUSE. 
PlalnHelcl  Poultry  Farm,  Plalnfield,  N.  J. 


'I'Ik-  Am;ifciir  lJuyor  —  ii  Parable. 

Tbe  amateur  buyer  in  the  poultry  business 
is  proliubly  the  most  "  !i.!;ij;r:»v;itin'  cuss with 
whom  the  breeilcr  has  to  ileal.  He  is  very 
niui-h  in  evidence  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
aiul  at  this  season  is  very  aliundant.  He 
iKsually  be^'iMs  by  semlini;  letters  to  a  niiniher 
of  i)roiniiient  breeders,  informiiii^  them  that 
he  ilesires  to  buy  such  anil  such  kinds  of  birds, 
and  that  he  desires  their  lowest  fiL,'nres,  and 
that  he  has  written  likewise  to  several  other 
dealers,  and  that  the  lowest  bidder  will  get 
his  order.  He  thinks  that  this  looks  I'lrije, 
and  that  it  will  catch  those  aforesaid  breeders, 
and  that  they  will  fall  over  one  another  in 
their  eager  ellbrts  to  sell  him  fifty  dollar  birds 
for  a  dollar  each.  Poor,  confiding  mortal,  if 
he  lives  long  enough  and  survives  the  replies 
to  his  stamp  enclosed  epistles  be  may  learn 
better. 

After  the  first  shock  is  over,  if  he  really 
means  business  this- verdant  youth  rallies,  and 
filially  places  an  order  for  stock  with,  we 
shall  presume,  a  strictly  honest  and  conscien- 
tious iireeder.  Now  this  amateur  has  ideas  of 
Lis  own  about  how  good  birds  of  this  particu- 
lar breed  should  look,  although  he  may  not 
know  one  variety  from  another.  Jle  has  pic- 
tured it  ov.'i  in  his  own  mind  just  what  those 
birds  slioiilil  look  like.  The  breeder  sends 
him  the  full  value  of  his  money,  and  perhaps 
more,  as  he  is  desirous  of  pleasing  a  new 
customer. 

AVhen  the  fowls  arrive  they  do  not  come  up 
to  the  ideal,  the  buyer  is  disappointed;  he 
thinks  he  has  been  woefully  cheated,  and  he 
sits  him  down  to  write  that  breeder  a  letter 
which  shall  make  his  hair  turn  gray  and  stand 
on  end  —  only  the  breeder  is  not  built  that 
way.  He  has  been  there  before,  and  as  he 
has  a  kindly  heart  he  takes  pity  on  that 
amateur  buyer,  and  sends  him  a  letter  which 
luaketh  him  feel  exceeding  small,  and  oflers 
to  take  back  the  birds  and  refund  the  purchase 
money.  Now  if  the  amateur  hath  sense,  he 
sees  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  straightway 
discovers  good  points  in  those  birils  which  he 
had  not  before  seen  ;  bntlie  docs  not  apologize 
to  the  breeder,  he  simply  remains  silent  and 
saws  wood. 

I  know  whereof  I  speak.  In  my  verdant 
youth,  as  many  of  the  veteran  breeders  can 
testify,  1  wasted  many  a  postage  stamp,  and 
pestered  more  than  one  of  the  poultry  fra- 
ternity with  senseless  letters,  kicking  and 
oHicrwisc.  Strewn  with  woe  and  profanity  is 
the  pathway  of  the  amateur  buyer. 

So  heed  what  I  say,  all  ye  who  would  go  and 
do  likewise.  List  to  the  voice  of  experience. 
When  you  deciile  to  invest  your  hard  earned 
cash  in  feathered  stock,  make  sure  that  you 
know  what  you  want.  Seek  out  an  honest 
breeder — there  are  many  such.  Tell  him  as 
nearly  as  you  can  what  you  desire,  and  rely 
on  him  to  send  you  your  full  money's  worth. 
Do  not  expect  to  get  good  birds  for  the  price 
of  poor  ones — and  do  not  try  to  beat  the 
breeder  down  on  his  regular  prices. 

When  the  birds  arrive  do  not  jump  into  the 
next  mai.  with  a  kick  and  a  "  you've  cheated 
me"  letter.  Wait  a  bit;  let  the  birds  have  a 
coop  all  to  themselves,  and  plenty  of  time  to 
rest  and  feed  up  after  their  journey.  If  you 
are  not  suited  with  any  particular  thing,  get 
some  one  who  knows  to  look  over  the  birds 
with  you.  and  then  if  there  is  still  something 
unsatisfactory,  sil  down  and  write  a  polits 


letter  to  the  breeder,  setting  forth  whatever  is 
wrong,  and  you  can  depend  on  him  to  set  you 
right. 

Remember  that  when  fowls  come  into  a 
strange  place  they  seldom  show  to  the  best 
advantage ;  the  change  in  climate,  (even  though 
the  distance  be  short),  and  in  way  of  feeding, 
often  upsets  them.  Then,  too,  if  there  should 
be  any  latent  disease  in  their  system  that  the 
shipper  had  not  discovered  or  had  overlooked, 
it  is  very  likely  to  show  up  at  this  time.  So 
be  sure  to  keep  those  new  birds  by  themselves 
for  at  least  ten  days,  and  if  they  get  sick,  make 
sure  that  it  is  not  your  fault  before  jumping 
on  the  man  you  bought  them  of.  If  you  do 
your  part  as  you  should,  and  it  is  proved  that 
the  birds  became  ill  of  some  disease  which 
was  latent  within  them,  and  only  needed  a 
sudden  change  in  conditions  to  develop  it, 
you  can  depend  that  an  honest  breeder  will 
endeavor  to  make  the  loss  good. 

But  if,  as  in  one  case  which  recently  came 
to  my  notice,  the  trouble  is  due  to  gross  neglect 
and  mismanagement  on  your  part,  you  cannot 
and  have  no  right  to  expect  someone  else  to 
jiay  for  your  own  shortcomings. 

Dr.  P.  T.  Woods. 


Something  About  Capons. 

A  Record  That  Somebody  Onght  to  be 
Ashamed  of. 

Every  once  in  a  while  something  happens 
to  take  the  conceit  out  of  a  man.  This  was 
what  happened  to  us  in  a  measure  when  the 
men  on  our  farm  shipped  a  sitting  of  eggs 
supposed  to  be  Leghorn  eggs  to  a  Wisconsin 
patron,  but  put  in  five  or  six  Pekin  duck 
eggs.  It  has  happened  to  us  again  in  our 
experiment  with  capons.  We  started  in  last 
September  under  a  full  head  of  steam  to 
astonish  the  natives  and  as  many  other 
people  as  possible,  by  what  we  were  going  to 
do  with  a  fiock  of  capons.  We  do  not  say 
that  we  had  dreams  of  birds  w-eighing  twenty 
to  twenty-five  pounds  apiece,  but  \vc  did 
believe  that  we  were  properly  equipped  on 
our  poultry  farm  to  keep  a  good  portion  of  the 
poultry  thereon  from  passing  to  the  ilim 
beyond  except  in  the  ordinary  way,  through 
the  market  at  so  much  per  pound,  or  as  a 
result  of  old  age,  which  comes  in  time  to 
everything  alive.  It  seems  that  we  were 
mistaken. 

On  September  ITth,  !.>>!•;,  Dr.  Kichard 
Schmidt,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  a  poultry  enthu- 
siast and  surgical  exjiert,  came  to  Quiucy  by 
previous  arrangement  and  caponized  thirty- 
two  cockerels  for  us.  Only  two  of  these  died 
during  the  first  thirty  days  following  the 
operation;  hence  in  the  November,  isflT. 
nund)er,  we  were  permitted  to  tell  a  lot  of 
things  about  this  flock  of  capons  and  a  flock  of 
cockerels  corresponding  in  breed  and  size  with 
the  capons,  and  housed,  fed  aud  cared  for  in 
the  same  manner.  The  object  was  to  start 
the  capons  and  cockerels  upon  a  race  for 
size,  placing  them  on  an  equal  footing,  giving 
them  the  same  care  as  near  as  practicable  in 
every  way,  thus  to  determine  how  they  w^ould 
compare  from  mouth  to  month  in  growth 
and  weights. 

Personally,  we  were  not  so  busy  in  Septem- 
ber, October  and  November,  not  by  any 
manner  of  means  as  we  were  in  December, 
January  and  February  (during  the  show  sea- 
sou),  and  all  went  well  with  the  capon 
experiment  until  the  show  season  came  on 


and  business  called  us  away  from  the  city 
and  our  pouUry  farm  for  three  and  four 
weeks  at  a  time.  Let  us  also  put  iuto  the 
record  the  fact  that  our  men  at  the  farm 
were  much  busier  after  December  1  than 
they  were  previous  to  that  date.  What  we 
are  leading  up  to  is  this,  that  of  the  thirty- 
two  capons  and  thirty-two  cockerels  that 
went  iuto  the  race,  only  sixteen  capons  and 
only  eighteen  cockerels  were  alive  May  11,  or 
eight  months  after  the  opening  of  the  race. 
Of  the  sixteen  capons,  only  seven  apparently 
are  really  capons,  the  rest  being  "slips." 
When  Dr.  Schmidt  reads  this  he  will  say, 
"  Curtis  is  daffy.  He  does  not  know  a  oapon 
from  a  turkey  gobbler."  Possibly  this  is  true, 
but  if  the  doctor  wants  a  report  on  the  aver- 
age daily  conduct  of  some  of  these  big  combed 
and  extremely  active  alleged  capons,  we  will 
fix  him  up  two  or  three.  These  two  or  three 
will  answer  for  the  other  "  slips  "just  as  well 
as  thouirh  we  made  out  one  for  each  culprit. 

It  relieves  our  pride  some  to  be  able  to  say 
that  we  personally  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  care  of  these  steadily  diminishing 
cocks.  We  are  glad  to  hav«  our  men  in  a 
position  where  we  can  blame  them.  This  is 
a  great  comfort.  Iso  doubt  others  have  felt 
this  way,  too.  We  do  not  claim  to  be 
original  in  it. 

However,  eight  of  the  capons  and  their 
mates  among  the  cockerels  still  live,  and  we 
had  them  weighed  on  May  11th,  so  that  we 
could  make  a  comparative  report  to  interested 
readers.  Both  the  capons  and  cockerels  were 
on  that  date  between  ten  and  eleven  months 
old  —  nearer  eleven  months  than  ten  months. 
In  every  case  but  one  the  capons  outweighed 
by  considerable  the  cockerels  that  started  on 
a  par  with  them  at  the  time  the  capons 
became  capons. 

Capon  No.  5,  a  Barred  Plymouth  Rock, 
weighed  on  3Iay  11th  9  pounds  and  7  ounces; 
while  cockerel  No.  5,  also  a  Barred  Plymouth 
Rock  weighed  S  pounds  and  5  ounces. 

Capon  No.  10,  a  Barred  Plymouth  Rock, 
weighed  10  pounds  and  4  ounces:  and  cock- 
erel No.  10,  also  a  Barred  Plymouth  Rock, 
weighed  7  pounds  and  12  ounces. 

Capon  No.  11,  a  Light  Brahma,  weighed  9 
pounds  and  3  ounces:  while  cockerel  No.  11, 
a  Light  Brahma,  weighed  10  pounds  and  9 
ounces,  or  17  ounces  more  than  its  capon  com- 
petitor weighed.  We  are  tempted  to  name 
this  cockerel  "  Dewey."' 

Capon  No.  12,  a  Light  Brahma,  weighed  10 
pounds  and  8  ounces ;  while  cockerel  No.  12, 
also  a  Light  Brahma,  weighed  8  pounds  aud 

8  ounces. 

Capon  No.  13,  a  Light  Brahma,  weighed  11 
pounds  and  2  ounces;  while  cockerel  No.  13, 
also  a  Light  Brahma,  weighed  11  pounds. 

Capon  No.  17,  a  Silver  Laced  Wyandotte, 
weighed  8  pounds  and  4  ounces;  while  cock- 
erel No.  17  weighed  7  pounds  and  14  ounces. 

Capon  No.  23,  a  White  Plymouth  Rock, 
weighed  10  pounds;  while  cockerel  No.  23,  a 
White  Plymouth  Rock,  weighed  9  pounds  and 
1  ounce. 

Capon  No.  28,  a  Partridge  Cochin,  weighed 

9  pounds;  while  cockerel  No.  28  weighed  only 
C  pounds  and  8  ounces — quite  a  runt,  in  fact. 

At  the  begiuuing  it  was  hard  to  get  cock- 
erels that  were  exact  duplicates  in  weight  of 
the  capons,  variety  for  variety,  but  this  was 
done  as  near  as  possible,  four  extra  ounces 
being  allowed  in  the  weight  of  each  cockerel 
selected,  so  as  to  oft'set  the  empty  crops  of  the 
capons  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  It  may 
be  seen  from  the  above  report  that  the  capons 
have  regained  the  four  ounces  charged  against 
them  for  empty  crops,  .and  have,  with  one 
exception,  exceeded  the  cockerels  in  weight 
at  the  end  of  eight  months  after  the  opera- 
tion, or  at  from  ten  to  eleven  months  old, 
from  a  few  ounces  to  over  two  pounds. 

AVe  feel  that  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  Light 
Brahmas',  Plymouth  Rocks  and  lartridge 
Cochins  make  the  best  capons..  We  regret 
exceedingly  that  this  experiment  could  not 
have  been  carried  on  under  our  personal  super- 
visiou,and  that  it  has  not  turned  out  more 
satisfactorily.  It  would  really  be  worth  a 
man's  time  to  do  nnthing  else  but  experiment 
on  a  poultry  farm  like  ours,  the  results  to  be 
reported  in  the  columns  of  the  poultry  press. 
We  wish  that  we  had  time  to  do  this,  but  it  is 
out  of  the  question.  Other  duties  demand 
our  .attention.  It  is  because  private  individ- 
uals do  not  have  time  to  carry  on  these  experi- 
ments properly  that  we  rejoice  in  the  fact 


that  state  institutions  are  beginning  to  take 
up  this  class  of  work  and  can  be  depended  on 
to  prosecute  it  thoroughly.— i?cZiai<?e  PouU)ij 
Journal. 

[This  impartial  and  painfully  honest  account 
of  a  caponizing  experience  is  a  valuable  lesson 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  tbe  writer  of  these 
comments  wrote  editor  Curtis  from  Europe 
last  summer  that  caponizing  was  evidently  on 
the  decline  there,  and  would  most  probably 
become  obsolete  ill  tbe  not  distant  future,  an 
opinion  expressed  in  tbe  article,'-  Poultry  and 
Eggs  in  France,"  page  328,  Sept.  l.'nli,  "97, 
F.-P.  The  reasons  why  caponizing  doesn't 
"  catch  on  ''  here  in  America  arc  very  simple, 
and  the  ditKculties  attending  the  operation, 
the  risk  of  losses  and  the  little  (if  nny)  protit 
in  it ;  by  this  last  we  mean  also  the  proliability 
of  greater  profit  in  other  branches  of  poultry 
raising. 

!Mr.  Curtis  gives  us  a  dismal  story  of  bis 
losses,  which,  we  are  bound  to  say, .exceed  the 
usual  losses,  aud  any  one  with  "  half  an  eye  " 
can  see  there  was  no  profit  in  that  business. 

The  pith  of  the  story  comes  in  those  com- 
parisons of  capons  with  corresponding  cock- 
erels, which  comparisons  bear  out  the  con- 
clusions of  the  R.  I.  experiment  station 
bulletin  upon  this  subject;  they,  too,  showed 
but  very  little  average  increase  in  weight  over 
uncaponized  liirds. 

The  great  difficulty  with  capons  is  that  yoH 
have  to  keep  them  so  long  before  they  are 
turned  into  cash;  they  "eat  their  heads  otl"" 
pretty  much,  and  as  they  are  usually  marketed 
in  late  winter,  when  there  are  no  fresh 
chickens  in  the  market,  they  have  to  be 
housed,  which  means  that  they  are  occupying 
house  room  which  would  pay  much  better  if 
occupied  by  laying  hens.  At  least,  that  is  the 
way  it  looks  to  — Er>rroR  F.-P.] 

Poultry. 

An  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant is  a  necessity  in  the  poultr)-  run  and 
pigeon  cote.  Healthy  birds  can  be  pro- 
duced only  in  healthful  surroundings — 
*'  Sanitas." 

How  to  have  thoroughly  sanitary  sarroundings  is 
told  in  a  pamphlet  by  Kingzeit,  the  eminent  English 
chemist.  Price  lo  cents.  Everj'  household  should 
contain  this  little  help  to  comfortable  living.  It  will 
be  sent  FREE  to  subscribers  ol'  this  paper.  Write 

THE  SANITAS  CO.  (Ltd.l, 
636  to  642  West  55th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Disinfectant  nnrl  Tmhrncatlnn  Maniifnctiirt  rs. 

GAME 
BANTAMS. 

^V^■  breed  aud  import  choicest  prize  winninir  strains 
at  our 

Sheomet  Poultry  Yards. 

Cocliins.  Wliite  Polisli.  Ornamental  Baiuaiiis.  etc. 
Sitting's  (if  etr^'f .  Oalalofniu  st  nl  mi  rciiiiest. 

riEKCE   BROS.,  Winchester,  IJ.  H. 

Plainville  Farm 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS, 

Havinp  been  three  years  breeding  these  birds  and  aini- 
inf.'  10  the  best  that  money  could  piirobasi'  tor  e>.')f8 
.ind  broilers,  tliink  tliat  I  can  {rivu  saiisfacllon. 
C  bicliens  liardr  aud  easy  to  raise. pood  Layers  oflarKO 
brown  epps.  I'rice  per  sittinp  from  my  best  pens,  $2; 
iiionhal<»r  eirps  per  iiiindre<i.  ?tl. 
HENKT  .4.  HOLCUMB,  New  Bedford,  MasB. 
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"We  Trtsh  tot&stitytotUe  \ 
gxjod  quaiif  ies  of  tie 

Successful  Incubator. 

"We  were  tiatctied  by 
it,  and  know  trliereot  we 
spealc. 

"We  did'nt  die  in  the  6hell  for  lack 
of  moisture,  because  this  machine  gan^ 
rates  its  own  moisture."  Other  new  leat- 
ares  fully  explained  in  catalogue.  Sent 
for  6  cents  in  stamps. 

DES  MOINES  SNCUBATOR  CO. 

Boxl4.      DES  MOrsES,  lA. 
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The  Problem  of  Feeding. 

The  Flavor  of  tlie  Esgs  Afl'ected. 

Fcciliiig  heufi  to  obtain  the  best  re.sulls  has, 
ill  late  years,  become  what  may  be  calleil  a 
seieuce. 

It  is,  iu  these  (lays  of  expert  poultry  culture, 
the  aiui  of  every  lirst  class  breciler  to  olitaiii 
from  his  llock  the  greatest  iiuinber  anil  the 
best  quality  of  eiri^s.  Very  few  of  these  geutle- 
meu  would  be  satislieil  with  an  average  of  a 
huiulred  eggs  per  year  from  each  heu.  It  has 
becu  proved  that  all  the  popular  breeds  are 
capable  of  doing  much  better  than  this,  aud 
with  the  great  advantage  of  the  recently 
invented  Eureka  nest  box,  which  shows  to  a 
certainty  what  each  heu  actually  lays,  it  is  no 
longer  a  matter  of  doubt.  Each  year  some 
progressive  fancier  "  goes  for  ii  record"  of 
some  particular  breed  as  layers.  It  is  the 
ambition  of  each  brcetlcr  to  demonstrate  what 
bis  particular  straiu  or  variety  is  capable  of 
doing. 

Of  course,  there  are  natural  layers,  aud  others 
w  hich  have  to  be  made  to  lay.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say,  however,  that  hens  will  not  lay  at  all 
and  have  to  be  coaxed  into  it,  but  a  heu  which 
lays  only  fifty  eggs  a  year  is  not  considered  a 
layer,  and  can  be  made  to  produce  more  than 
double  this  amount. 

It  is  a  well  understood  fact  nowadays  that 
all  fowls  need  care.  The  kind  of  care  which 
the  present  up-to-date  breeder  gives  his  flock, 
is  costly  when  compared  to  the  old  fashioned 
methods,  but  he  is  working  for  a  different' 
result,  and  hence  considers  the  money  well 
invested.  Good  care  means  good  houses,  dry 
and  weatherproof.  This  insures  health,  and 
iloes  away  almost  entirely  with  colds  and 
kindred  troubles  coming  from  dampness  and 
exposiire.  Good  care  means  clean  hens,  free 
from  lice,  with  bright  plumage  and  brilliant 
combs ;  and  tinally,  good  care  means  goad  food, 
or,  in  other  words,  judicious  feeding. 

Feeding  judiciously  is  about  the  most  impor- 
tant jjoint  connected  with  the  success  of  any 
flock.  First,  the  quality  of  the  food  must  be 
taken  into  account.  Damaged  grain  sold  at  a 
cheaper  price  is  never  economy.  "What  one 
saves  iu  money  he  loses  in  the  results  attained. 
Ills  flock  will  not  thrive  on  inferior  rations. 
If  the  substance  is  not  in  the  grain,  the  hens 
certainly  cannot  produce  the  quality  expected. 
This  may  sound  rather  absurd  to  the  average 
farmer  who  is  accustomed  to  throw  bis  hens 
any  old  refuse  that  no  other  animal  but  a  hog 
will  eat.  Still,  I  am  not  dealing  with  such 
breeders,  but  only  with  those  progressive 
enough  to  fall  in  line  and  keep  up  with  the  pro- 
cession of  modern  poultry  culture.  There 
are  enough  of  these  iu  the  country  today  to 
make  quite  a  showing,  and  they  are  increasing 
every  year.  Eggs,  used  for  table  purposes,  as 
distinguished  from  eggs  for  hatching,  are 
aUected  in  their  flavor  by  what  the  hen  is  fed. 
Sweet  sound  grain  and  sweet  feed  generally 
will  produce  a  delicious  flavor  in  the  egg. 
liefuse  aud  bad  sour  food  will  not  produce  a 
sweet  flavored  egg.  Of  course  many  people, 
I  may  say  the  majority,  are  not  so  particular 
about  the  flavor  of  an  egg  as  aljout  the  price. 
If  the  price  is  low  enough  they  will  readily 
imagine  the  flavor,  and  hence  are  easily  satis- 
lied. 

In  order  to  compel  a  heu  to  earn  her  way 
and  show  a  profit  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 
money  she  has  cost  in  extra  care  and  expensive 
feed,  she  must  be  made  to  lay  a  suflicieut  num- 
ber of  eggs.  This  can  be  accomplished  wholly 
by  judicious  feeding.  All  breeds  cannot  be 
fed  alike.  Leghorns  aud  Brahmas  are  almost 
I  irectly  opposites  in  natures.  What  would  Ije 
sutticient  for  one  would  not  be  enough  for  the 
other.  The  natures  and  habits  of  each  should 
be  studied  separately.  This  can  easily  be 
learned  from  experience  by  trying  a  pen  of 
BHch  for  best  results  in  egg  production.  As 
Leghorns  are  very  active,  and  convert  food 
rapidly  into  eggs  and  not  flesh,  they  must  be 
fed  the  food  that  will  accomplish  this  result. 
They  can  therefore  .stand  consideraljle  more 
corn  in  a  year  thanaUrahma.  The  Brahma, 
on  the  other  hand,  being  much  more  sluggish 
in  habits,  willfatteu  rapidly  on  corn,  and  thus 
check  the  egg  production. 

"What  bens  require  principally  is  a  balanced 
ration,  and  a  general  regular  feed.  A  feast 
one  day  and  a  famine  the  next  will  upset  the 
best  flock  of  layers  ever  gotten  together.  Once 
a  flock  can  be  kept  in  prime  condition  on  a  cer- 


tain feed  formula,  it  is  a  great  folly  to  change. 
Variety  can  Ije  introtUiccd  by  delicacies  such 
as  vegetables,  steamed  clover  bay,  and  meal; 
but  any  direct  change,  for  example,  from  a 
heavy  feed  to  a  lightone,  \vill  prove  disastrous. 
Mashes  are  very  good ,  if  used  with  judgment, 
but  three  hundred  and  sixty-flve  days  of  mash 
a  year  fre(iuentiy  will  render  a  flocUof  layers 
wholly  unproductive. 

Wheat,  oats,  barley,  split  peas,  and  corn  are 
all  lirst  class  if  properly  mixed  for  the  variety  ; 
if,  in  fact,  tbcy  were  all  mixed  together,  etjual 
parts,  they  would  form  a  much  better  grain 
ration  than  if  too  nmch  of  one  was  given  reg- 
ularly. AVhat  we  are  striving  for  is  to  keep  a 
flock  in  prime  laying  condition  by  converting 
the  food  into  eggs,  and  yet  not  impair  the  con- 
stitution. If  the  feed  is  converted  into  flesh 
we  have  not  attained  our  object. 

The  matter  of  keeping  layers  in  prime  con- 
dition is  never  brought  closer  to  us  than  during 
a  breeding  season.  It  is  during  this  period 
that  we  watch  with  anxiety  the  condition  of 
our  specially  selected  pens.  Perfect  sbapeiP 
eggs  of  medium  size,  with  smooth  bard  shells, 
denote  the  perfectcondition  of  these  breeders. 
Large  eggs,  small  eggs,  those  with  ridges,  and 
those  flattened  on  the  sides,  denote  the  imper- 
fect condition  of  the  same  breeders.  In  the 
season  now  drawing  to  a  close,  bow  many  of 
us  can  justly  claim  prime  condition  for  our 
flocks?  Yet,  with  extra  care  and  good  judg-, 
ment  in  feeding  the  result  would  have  been 
'better,  and  the  returns  in  money  much  larger. 

No  formula  of  feed  can  be  given  which  wil^ 
suit  all  breeds  in  the  bauds  of  all  breeders. 
Each  must  study  his  own  conditions.  Ground 
corn  and  oats  aud  l)ran  form  a  good  foundation 
for  a  morning  masu,  but  in  some  sections  of 
the  country  ground  corn  and  oats  is  first  class, 
and  in  others  it  is  mostly  ground  corn  with  oat 
husks,  and  no  oats  in  it.  Hence  to  depend  on 
this  would  mean  an  overfeed  of  corn  and  a 
fattening  process  for  our  flock. 

Again,  in  feeding  each  pen  oryard  of  birds 
the  condition  of  the  individual  specimens  can 
be  determined  at  once  by  their  action.  They 
should  be  eager,  active,  hungry.  If  they  ara 
slow  and  stupid  they  are  probably  overfed,  and 
it  would  be  best  to  feed  them  half  the  quantity 
of  the  night  before.  As  a  j-ule,a!l  fowls  should 
be  eager  and  watchful  at  feed  time.  This  is  a 
good  indicator  of  their  general  condition,  but 
a  flock  to  be  kept  in  prime  laying  condition 
needs  constant  watching.  No  man  should  keep 
more  fowls  than  be  can  care  for  properly.  The 
number  does  not  always  correspond  with  the 
best  returns.  A  small  flock  carefully  bandied 
will  make  a  larger  return  both  in  eggs  and 
money  than  a  large  one  carelessly  kept. 

Judicious  feeding  has  become  today  the  most 
important  consideration  in  bendom.  Its  good 
eflects  mean  a  satisfactory  season,  aud  its  bad 
eftects  mean  discouragement  and  loss  of  inter- 
est.— E.  O.  RoESSLE,  iu  Country  Gentleman. 

[We  are  glad  to  present  the  above  to  our 
readers,  it  being  one  of  the  best  articles  on 
feeding  that  we  have  ever  seen  in  print.  We 
think  Mr.  Roessle  is  right  in  the  matter  of 
feeding  a  mash  every  day  of  the  year.  We 
preach  (and  practice)  feeding  a  mash  five  days 
in  the  week,  aud  do  not  make  a  mash  Sundays 
and  Wednesdays.  See  '"Feeding  Fowls  for 
Eggs,"  Nov.  15th,  '97  F.-P.— Ed.] 


Reform  in  the  Poultry  Yard. 

Our  Barred  Tlymoutb  Rocks  are  generally 
put  on  short  rations  as  soon  as  settled  weather 
arrives.  They  have  free  range,  but  this 
season  they  were  laying  so  remarkably  well 
that  we  continued  the  daily  feed  of  oats  a 
little  later.  It  also  transpired  tbattbey  gained 
access  to  shelled  com  left  in  the  bottom  of 
the  corn  cribs.  A  heavy  rain  came  on,  and  a 
pond  of  filthy  water  settled  in  a  hollow  in  the 
barnyard,  and  some  of  the  fowls  were  dis- 
covered drinking  from  it.  Only  a  couple  of 
rods  away  were  dishes  of  pure  water,  but 
with  that  strange  perversity  that  sometimes 
marks  the  actions  of  people  as  well  as  fowls, 
they  persisted  iu  imbibing  the  filthy  fluid,  in 
spite  of  repeated  "  shooings." 

Soon  a  dead  hen  was  reported  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  barn.  I  found  the  body,  and 
cremated  it  while  soap  boiling.  It  was  so  fat 
that  it  l)urued  like  a  fire  kindler  soaked  in 
kerosene,  and  I  came  near  finding  the  soap  fat 
in  the  fire  in  consequence.  Soon  another  heu 
had  the  dumps,  and  a  second  cremation  iu  a 
convenient  brush  pile  became  necessary. 


Then  I  awoke  to  the  gravity  of  the  situation. 
The  hired  man,  under  protest,  drained  the 
barnyard  in  five  minutes  time.  I  took  all  the 
broken  crockery  in  the  house  and  pounded  it 
to  the  size  of  wheat  kernels,  on  broad  flat 
stones,  in  difl'erent  parts  of  the  poultry  yard. 
The  house  bad  already  been  thoroughly 
cleaned,  and  perches  saturated  with  kerosene 
oil. 

Then  I  proclaimed  a  fast.  Not  a  kernel  of 
grain  if  the  weather  was  fair,  and  only  a  few 
oats  if  it  rained  all  day  and  prevented  scratch- 
ing. That  night  I  bung  a  lantern  iu  the  poul- 
try bouse  and  applied  a  liberal  dose  of  "Death 
to  Lice  "  to  every  fowl.  There  were  less  thau 
forty,  but  it  required  an  hour  and  a  half  to  do 
the  job.  That  is  only  one  feature  of  the  light 
and  easy  tasks  that  come  to  the  poultry  raiser. 
The  next  morning  the  fowls  held  an  indigna- 
tion meeting  on  the  back  porch  while  we  were 
eating  breakfast,  and  probably  passed  resolu- 
tions condemning  my  negligence,  but  I  kept 
out  of  the  way,  and  about  9  o'clock  they 
-adjourned  and  went  bunting  in  earnest.  At 
night  if  I  ventured  out,  the  programme  was 
repeated,  and  I  was  followed  by  flocks  of 
angry  biddies  vociferously  calling  for  supper; 
but  they  got  none,  and  when  their  digestive 
organs  recovered  tone  and  the  sharp  grit  did 
Its  work,  the  lice  were  banished  and  disease 
germs  were  exterminated.  We  found  no 
more  cases  of  dumps  or  dead  hens. 

On  all  sides  comes  the  complaint,  "  my  hens 
are  dying  of  cholera."  The  question  is,  bow 
long  could  I  have  continued  to  feed  my  Rocks 
regular  rations  and  let  them  drink  from  barn- 
yard puddles  before  I  should  have  had  a 
"  mysterious  disease  "  in  my  poultry  yard? — 
Pkiscilla  Plum,  in  Ohio  Farmer. 

A  Sad  Case  of  Neglect. 

We  have  a  letter  from  a  man  describing  a 
sick  cockerel,  and  vvere  so  much  interested  in  it 
that  we  forwarded  it  to  our  friend  Dr.  Woods, 
and  asked  him  to  go  and  see  the  bird,  and  see 
what  was  the  matter  with  him.  It  seems  to 
lie  a  case  of  simple  neglect  and  bad  care,  of 
doing  many  things  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  done,  and  leaving  undone  many  things 
which  ought  to  have  been  done.  We  give  an 
extract  from  the  party's  letter,  and  Dr.  Woods' 
comments  after  seeing  the  bird  : 

"  Mr.  Editor :  —  I  have  a  cockerel  that  is  in 
a  very  bad  state  just  at  the  present  time.  He' 
is  not  able  to  stand  upon  bis  feet,  and  is  lying 
down  all  the  time  because  of  his  condition.  It 
is  as  though  be  had  a  paralytic  shock  in  bis. 
legs,  from  the  way  he  hobbles  around  during, 
the  day,  aud  I  would  like  to  know  what  is  the' 
matter  with  bim,  and  what  to  do  to  cure  him, 
if  you  can  inform  me  in  a  letter. 

i  wrote  you  in  the  breeding  season  that  he 
had  a  violent  shaking  of  the  head  all  the  time, 
aud  perhaps  this  proceeded  from  it." 

After  seeing  the  bird.  Dr.  Woods  writes  us: 

"  I  did  not  see  the  man  of  the  bouse, but  the 
woman  informed  me  that  the  rooster  bad  been 
very  bad  for  two  weeks.  1  asked  her  if  she 
fed  corn.  She  said,  '  yes,  a  little  at  night,  with 
a  meal  mash  mornings.'  The  cockerel  was 
lying  in  the  grass  iu  the  broiling  sun,  without 
a  chance  to  cool  otl",  and  there  was  a  pan  of 
very  dirty  water  beside  him.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly paralyzed  ou  left  side;  don't  think  be 
would  weigh  Ivvo  pounds.  Has  bad  looseness 
of  bowels, to  judge  from  condition  of  flutt',  and 
is  rotten  with  lice.  Comb  fairly  red,  eyes 
dull. 

"I  think  be  has  paralysis  following  liver  dis- 
ease, probably  due  to  change  of  quarters  and 
bad  judgment  in  feeding.  The  lice  probably 
played  a  part  by  making  the  bird  nervous  and 
off  his  feed.  He  is  too  far  gone  to  help.  I 
feel  bad  about  the  bird ;  be  looked  as  if  he  had 
been  a  good  one.  Of  course,  it  is  possible  be 
might  have  become  paralyzed,  but  I  believe 
that  if  he  bad  been  handled  properly  and  kept 
iu  clean  quarters  be  would  have  been  all  right." 

There  is  a  valuable  lesson  in  these  coniments 
of  Dr.  Woods  on  the  quarters  and  surround- 
ings of  that  sick  cockerel,  and  there  is  an 
object  lesson  in  it  for  a  good  many. 

The  Sex  of  the  Egg. 

By  the  way,  we  heard  the  other  day  that 
eggs  wrinkled  at  the  narrow  ends  produce 
cockerels.  To  the  student  of  embi-yology  this 
fallacy  is  at  once  apparent.  For  the  first  few 
days  the  chicken  is  sexual,  from  then  to  about 
the  seventh  day  it  is  distinctly  hermaphrodite, 
and  contains  within  itself  the  elements  of  both 
sexes.  After  this  stage  it  diverges  in  one 
direction,  one  set  of  organs  developing  and  the 
other  diminishing,  according  to  whether  the 
germ  is  going  to  produce  a  male  or  a  female. 
So  that  if  the  germ  had  a  living  consciousness 
it  would  not  know  at  the  sixth  day  which  se.K 
it  would  ultimately  he.— Poultry ,  Eng. 
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ARGAINS  IN 


STOCK. 


WHITE    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

BELGIAN  HAKES. 


We  Iwive  llnishca  breeding  for  the  season,  and 
wiU  sell  llie  stock  which  we  have  bred  Ironi,  in 
lots  to  suit. 

EGGS,  I'EK  13. 

HOWLAND  &.  WHITNEY, 


Grow 


More  pleiUitul  ev- 
ery day  when  hens 
are  not  molested 
by  lice  and  other 
vermin. 

Pm  Dm  Q-  PowdBi* 

prevents  this  most 
effectually,  and  the 
fowls  are  left  unharrassed  by  these 
annoving  pests,  and  are  free  to  derive 
benefit  from  food  and  rest.  In  con- 
sequence they  will  reward  their  owner 
by  such  a  plentiful  supply  of  eggs 
that  will  more  than  pay  for  the  cost 
of  the  powder  used.  Saves  the  lives 
of  chickens. 

Powder 

is  in  no  way  poisonous.    It  could 
even  be  taken  internally  without  do- 
ing harm,  and  it  is  non-explosive. 
Sold  by  all  poultry  supply  and  hardware 
dealers,  sporting  goods  'houses,  grocers 
and  drugsfists.     One-pound  boxes  ajc; 
five  pound  bags,  $i,   of  your  dealer. 
Postage  I  ct.  an  ounce  extra  if  of  us. 

WORCESTER    COMPOUND  CO., 
WORCESTER,  MASS. 


A  Laying  Hen 


is  a  money  maker.  My 


BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS 

are  scientifically  mated  and  bred  tor  csg  production. 
Catalogue  free.  ^  . 

A.  W.  McCALLUM,  Sibley,  Iowa. 


OFor  the  only  perfect 
Incubator  made. 
Freight  Prepaii/  to 
your   nearest  Rail- 
road station  or 
Steanu'r  landing. 
The  Unest 
INCUBATOIl  CATALOGUE 
ever  issued  mailed  free  if  you 
write  and  mention  this  pajier. 
PETAtUMA  INCUBATOR  CO.. 

 Petnliima,  Cai. 

COLDTHWAITE'S 

Continental 
Poultry 
Food 

A  balanced  ration,  composed  of  six  kinds  of  grain, 
Meat  aud  Fish  meal. 

PRICE,  »1.50  PER  HUNDRED  LBS. 

GREEN  GUT  BEEF  BONE. 

Price  2J  ets.  per  llj. ;  lots  of  KX)  lbs.,  S2.  Grain  and 
Poultry  Supplies  of  all  kinds.   Samples  free. 

E.  H.  DOBLE  &  CO., 

West  <Jiiiii«y.  IVlaww. 

Absolutely  No  Moisture 

USED  IN 

The 

STAR  INCUBATOR 

Perfect  in   venlilaliou  and 
regulation.  Send  forc.-ilalogue. 
STAR    INCUP.ATOR  & 
„  Iji         BROODER  CO., 
*  »  Boniid  Hrooli,  N.  J. 

FOR  POULTRY. 

Bone  Meal       -      -       Per  100  ft) Bag.  $2.50 

tiraniilated  Bone   -            lUO  tb  "  2.00 

Ground  Beel  . "derails       "  loo  lb  "  2. .50 

Calcite       ...        ••  200  ft.  "  I.IH} 

CruMhed  Flint  -     -        "  200  lb  ■'  1..50 

CrushedOysler  Hliella     •<  M  lb  "  1..50 

Price  List  nnd  Soriiples  free.  Orders  shipped 
promptly  by  froipht  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberul  dia- 
counts  on  lurj^e  quantitieo  to  Deiiiera. 

YORK  CHEMICAL.  WORKS,  York,  Pa. 
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\\  hill  .Mak«'S  the  Value  <it'  St(j<-k. 

l''ruiii  the  correKjJomlfiit  who  wrutu  u» 
aljout  the  uiii-ati.'-fartory  aJvL•^ti^il)^  he  did 
thi.s  Mprinj;  in  nine  poultry  papers  and  one 
agricultural  paper  without  gettiu;^  an  order, 
we  have  a  couiniuiiication  which  brings  up 
another  (juestioii  that  it  would  he  worth  our 
while  to  consider.    He  writes: 

"  I  heg  to  diller  with  you,  that  because  a 
man  pays  $10,  §20,  or  $100  for  a  single  fowl, 
that  it  implies  that  the  fowl  Is  worth  that,  or 
is  re'illij  heller  than  if  sold  for  §2,  §3,  or  $5. 
A  wealthy  man,  or  a  man  very  anxious  to 
obtain  a  [irize  bird,  often  pays  more  for  a  bird 
than  it  is  worth  to-a  party  who  does  not  want 
to  sell,  but  is  tempted  to  sell  when  oti'ered  an 
extravagant  price;  on  the  other  baud,  a 
breeder  may  have  more  stock  than  he  wants 
or  has  room  for,  and  will  sell  stock  for  less 
than  it  is  worth  when  there  is  little  or  no 
demand  for  it. 

For  $40  cash  I  had  the  first  selection  of 
twenty  pullets  out  of  a  flock  of  one  hundred 
bred  by  one  of  the  best  known  breeders  in 
this  country.  Afterwards,  the  remainder  of 
the  flock  was  sold  in  small  lots  at  §5  each. 
Now,  were  not  my  pullets  woi  th  just  as  much 
as  if  1  had  paid  §5  each?  You  see  the  price 
does  not  always  indicate  the  value. 

"  It  would  be  very  interesting  to  learn  what 
part  of  the  $100  was  returned  to  the  party 
you  mentioned  who  invested  that  amount  in  a 
single  bird.  I  do  not  think  any  of  your 
readers  believe  the  bird  could  possibly  yield 
suflicient  profit  to  repay  cost;  and  the 
majority  of  your  readers  doubtless  would  con- 
sider a  §2.5  bird  a  very  risky  investment.  In 
fact,  I  did  not  know  that  our  domestic  fowls 
ev«r  sold  for  so  large  a  price  until  I  read  your 
statement;  but  as  I  am  an  amateur  I  have 
nnich  to  leuru  yet,  and  I  would  like  to  learn 
whether  the  majority  of  the  high  priced  birds 
yield  their  purchasers  a  profit  or  a  loss.  I 
think  if  you  investigate  the  subject  you  will 
find  a  big  loss." 

We  think  be  is  entirely  wrong  in  his  position, 
lie  assumes  that  for  fancy  poultry  purposes  a 
bird  is  worth  only  the  value  of  what  you  get 
out  of  it,  and  that  it  is  a  serious  question 
whether  the  party  who  paid  §100  for  a  Light 
Brahma  hen  at  the  Boston  show  two  years 
ago  ever  get  his  money  back.  Our  corre- 
spondent entirely  overlooks  the  fact  of  what 
is  behind  such  a  bird — and  it  is  what  is  behind 
it  that  gives  it  its  value,  and,  we  might  say, 
gives  the  promise  of  what  will  be  gotten  from, 
it.  lie  says  also  that  he  had  no  idea  that  such 
prices  were  paid  for  birds.  He  has  evidently 
lieen  a  careless  reader  of  the  various  poultry 
papers  that  he  has  advertised  in,  and  certainly 
has  not  read  Fakm-Poultuy,  or  he  would 
know  that  very  much  more  than  $100  is  some- 
times paid  for  a  single  bird.  It-was  not  very 
long  ago  that  we  gave  an  account  of  82.'j0 
being  paid  for  a  Cochin  cock,  and  in  one  of 
the  articles  which  we  wrote  home  from 
Europe  last  year,  we  told  of  a  Buft"  Cochin 
breeder  refusing  five  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
(practically  $2")00),  for  live  birds,  and  the 
man  was  wise  to  refuse  it  because  by  keeping 
the  stock  he  retained  his  position  as  the  fore- 
most breeder  of  that  variety  in  the  world,  and 
no  one  has  ever  been  able  to  approach  him. 

It  is  not  at  all  certain  that  he  could  have 
been  outclassed  had  he  sold  those  Ave  wonder- 
ful birds,  because  his  skill  aud  experience 
would  be  important  aids  in  continuing  the 
breeediiig  of  such  stock,  and  the  lack  of  his 
skill  and  experience  would  seriously  handicap 
the  buyer  of  the  stock.  That,  however,  was 
a  risk  the  proposed  buyer  was  prepared  to 
take. 

\Vc  think,  too.  that  our  friend  is  in  error  in 
his  statement  that  "  for  $40  he  had  the  lirst 
selection  of  twenty  luillets  out  of  a  flock  of 
one  hundred  bred  by  one  of  the  best  known 
breeders  in  this  country."  AVe  strongly  doubt 
that  unless  he  has  a  remarkable  pull  with  this 
•'one  of  the  best  known  breeders."  By  his 
owu  statement  the  remainder  of  the  one  hun- 
dred birds  was  sold  at  $.*)apiece.  Why  should 
this  well  known  breeder  give  him  sixty  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  the  twenty  birds?  We 
have  heard  of  extraordinary  deeds  of  charity, 
but  that  outclasses  everything  we  have  ever 
heard  of  in  the  poultry  line.  Perhaps,  though, 
the  well  known  breeder  knew  that  he  was 
dealing  with  an  amateur  who  could  not  pos- 
sibly select  the  very  best  birds,  but  it  he  did 
allow  the  selection  of  twenty  of  his  best,  or  if 


be  permitted  anyone  to  go  into  his  flock  aud 
pick  out  the  twenty  best  at  such  a  remarkably 
low  price,  without  there  being  some  strong 
impelling  motive  such  as  relationship  (one 
might  do  it  for  a  brother),  we  would  certainly 
think  this  well  kuowu  breeder"  was  a  lit 
candidate  for  a  lunatic  asylum.  The  story  is 
extremely  improbable  upon  its  face. 

Our  correspondent  says  a  breeder  may  sell 
stock  for  less  than  it  is  worth  when  there  is 
little  or  uo  demand  for  it.  No  well  known 
breeder  is  in  any  such  dilemma.  Every  well 
known  breeder  can  sell  all  the  stock  he  can 
raise,  and  the  very  fact  of  his  being  well 
known  is  an  integral  part  of  his  business 
capital. 

As  to  whether  the  person  got  back  his  8100 
that  he  paid  for  that  Light  Brahma  hen  in 
Boston,  the  probability  is  that  the  advertising 
alone  which  that  purchase  gave  him  was 
worth  the  $100,  and  the  fact  that  she  was 
added  to  his  yards  was  an  immense  advertise- 
ment. He  most  certaiidy  wouldn't  sell  an  egg 
from  such  a  bird;  he  would  be  exceedingly 
foolish  if  he  did,  aud  his  wisest  course  would 
be  to  keep  aud  breed  from  such  a  bird  as  loug 
as  she  lived,  the  buying  public  being  let  know, 
of  course,  that  she  was  one  of  the  birds  he 
was  breeding  from,  and  that  they  were  getting 
of  her  stock. 

Perhaps  our  point  will  be  better  understood 
if  we  relate  an  anecdote  of  Mrs.  Wheeler's 
experience  with  a  high  priced  bird.  Two  or 
three  years  ago  she  bought  in  England  a  Bull' 
Leghorn  cockerel  for  which  she  paid  $100, 
the  bird  costing  her  about  $120  when  landed 
at  her  home.  She  had  various  offers  for  the 
bird,  one  would-be  purchaser  starting  at  $75, 
and  gradually  rising  to  $90,  $9.5,  and  $100. 
Mrs.  Wheeler  argued  like  this:  she  had 
already  hatched  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-live  chickens  sired  by  the  bird,  con- 
sequently was  well  stocked  with  his  bfood, 
and  she  felt  that  here  was  an  opportunity  to 
make  herself  whole  by  disposing  of  him,  aud 
did  so.  It  might  well  be  questioned  whether 
it  was  wise,  and  whether  she  would  not  have 
been  better  off  to  have  kept  the  bird  for 
another  year's  service  and  improvement  of 
her  stock,  it  being  well  known  that  a  good 
cock  bird  is  oftentimes  better  than  a  cockerel 
for  breeding.  "We  do  not  care  to  discuss  that 
phase  of  the  question.  3Irs.  "W.  thought  it 
well  to  part  with  the  bird,  aud  recouped  her- 
self bv  so  doing. 


The  Most  Profitable  Fowl. 

♦Qualities  of  Ureeds  Compared  —  The  Ply- 
iiioiitli  Kock  Claimed  to  Be  the  Best  of  All. 

If  we  could  combine  iu  one  breed  all  the 
qualities  we  are  looking  for  to  form  the  ideal 
fowl,  there  would  be  fewer  popular  breeds, 
and  the  trouble  of  making  a  choice  of  fowl  to 
keep  would  be  reduced  to  the  miuimum.  This 
ideal  fowl  should  be  a  great  egg  producer  first 
of  all.  It  should  be  capable  of  developing  a 
plump  marketable  carcass,  and  it  should  also 
be  in  line  and  fit  to  win  prizes.  These  quali- 
ties are  not  very  difficult  to  obtain  —  in  fact, 
lovers  of  certain  breeds  already  claim  all  these 
qualities  for  their  favorites.  The  Brahma, 
Cochin,  Wyandotte,  Langshau  and  Plymouth 
liock  are  all  classed  as  ideal  fowls.  Of  course 
the  Leghorns,  Miuorcas  and  Andalusiaus  do 
not  coinl)iue  so  properly  the  market  and  egg 
producing  qualities.  They  gain  their  laurels 
from  their  egg  and  show  qualities  alone, 
although  their  market  qualities  are  appreciated 
by  those  who  favor  small  bone  and  sweet  meat. 

Yet,  when  all  is  summed  up,  the  ideal  fowd 
should  be  the  most  profitable  fowl.  Of  the 
heavy  -.uid  medium  heavy  breeds  the  Lang- 
shan  is  probably  the  least  profitable;  not  but 
that  it  has  very  superior  qualities  over  many 
other  breeds— but  it  does  not  hold  a  suffi- 
ciently strong  place  to  insure  its  being  classed 
as  popular;  hence  the  demand  for  it  is  light. 
Why  this  is  so,  is  hard  to  understand.  In 
appearance  they  are  very  handsome,  even  to 
those  who  do  not  admire  black  plumage. 
They  are  large  stately  birds,  and  great  winter 
layers  of  fine  eggs.  They  develop  a  large 
meaty  carcass,  and  the  only  objection  which 
can  be  brought  against  them  is  the  color  of 
their  meat. 

Next  to  these  comes  the  Cochin.  Admired 
and  bred  as  they  are  by  a  few,  they  have  never 
become  universally  popular,  but  still  they  are 
a  little  more  in  demand  than  the  Langslian. 
They  have,  of  course,  au  advantage  in  being 
divided  iuto  two  distinct  classes— Bull"  and 


I'artridge.  1  do  not  include  the  Whites  and 
Blacks,  because  there  are  so  few  of  them  that 
they  have  never  been  classed  as  popular.  The 
BulT  aud  Partridge  Cochins  are  principally 
popular  outside  of  the  show  room  as  table 
fowls.  Properly  fatteil  they  have  few  supe- 
riors. As  egg  producers  they  are  usually  late 
layers,  and  hence  produce  but  few  eggs  before 
they  show  a  tendency  to  sit.  As  mothers  they 
are  exceptionally  valuable;  but  we  cannot  take 
into  consideration  sitting  qualities  in  any 
breeds  since  incubators  have  become  so  pop- 
ular— aud  besides  a  comparison  between  sit- 
ters aud  non-sitters  would  hardly  be  fair, 
because  of  the  other  more  valuable  qualities 
in  each. 

Brahmas  are  popular,  and  well  deserve  to 
be.  They  are  large,  handsome,  and  of  quiet 
gentle  nature.  It  is  an  old  breed,  and  one 
which  has  held  its  place  in  public  popularity 
for  many  years.  As  egg  producers  they  are 
among  the  very  best,  especially  during  the  cold 
mouths,  when  eggs  are  scarce,  and  the  price 
high.  Astablefowl  their  admirers  assert  they 
have  no  superior;  in  fact,  they  extravagantly 
say,  no  equal. 

The  Wyandottes  are  a  comparatively  recent 
breed,  and  have  gained  a  strong  place  in  the 
public  fancy,  which  is  growing  stronger  and 
stronger  every  year.  The  Whites  seem  to 
have  outstripped  their  rivals,  the  Silvers, 
Goldens  and  Bulls,  in  the  race  for  popularity. 
Here  we  have  a  good  layer,  a  short  bodied, 
early  developed,  market  fowl,  and  in  every 
way  a  general  utility  specimen.  For  them  the 
demand  is  good,  and  bids  fair  to  1>e  better. 

Last  we  come  to  the  Plymouth  Rocks, 
divided  into  three  vaiieties  —  Barred,  White 
aud  Buft".  If  there  is  one  breed  that  approaches 
the  ideal,  1  think  the  Barred  Plymouth  Eock 
comes  nearest  the  mark.  It  is  an  extra  aud 
early  layer.  This  means  a  great  deal.  To  be 
a  good  layer  is  one  thing,  but  to  be  au  early 
layer  is  decidedly  more  profitable.  The 
greatest  quality  I  can  give  to  the  Barred 
Plymouth  Eock  is  its  hardiness  from  shell  to 
maturity  —  and  hardiness  is  a  most  valualile 
quality.  As  to  popularity,  I  do  not  consider 
any  breed  can  appi  oach  these  favorite  Ameri- 
can fowls.  They  develop  early,  and  lav 
usually  iu  seven  months,  but  frequently  in 
six.  They  lay  when  eggs  are  highest,  and 
when  the  weather  is  coldest.  They  thrive 
well  in  any  climate,  hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry. 
They  seem  to  be  suited  exactly  to  the 
American  climate,  and  thus  do  honor  to  their 
origin  as  an  American  production.  They 
mature  quickly  for  broiler  age,  or  can  be  kept 
growing  to  roaster  age.  As  a  table  fowl  they 
have  no  superiors. 

Why,  therefore,  need  we  look  further? 
Have  we  not  already  with  us  as  near  an  ideal 
breed  as  we  can  hope  for?  If  our  ideal  must 
be  a  great  egg  producer,  a  good  market  fowl 
aud  a  first  class  show  bird,  do  we  not  combine 
all  these  qualities  in  the  Barred  Plymouth 
Eock?  I  have  said  that  our  ideal  fowl  must 
be  the  most  profitable  fowl.  The  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Eock  female  is  capable  of  producing, 
from  maturity  to  sitting  time,  as  many  eggs 
as  any  breed  known.  This  constitutes  her  a 
money  maker  in  its  true  sense.  While  other 
pullets  are  making  up  their  niiuds  to  lay,  and 
are  singing  around  in  the  early  fall,  giving  oue 
the  impression  of  an  early  egg  production,  but 
still  not  laying  until  all  conditions  of  tempera- 
ture and  dryness  suit, the  Barred  Eock  female 
is  laying  regularly,  without  regard  to  climatic 
conditions.  The  Barred  Plymouth  Eock  male 
is  a  first  class  broiler  when  the  price  is  high, 
and  a  superior  roaster  in  the  early  fall,  thus 
discounting  easily  even  the  capon  from  the 
same  breed. 

Are  there  any  more  popular  fowls  in  the 
largest  showrooms  in  the  country  than  the 
Barred  Plymouth  Eocks?  Profit  in  thorough- 
bred )ioultry  is  based  entirely  on  demand.  It 
matters  little  what  variety  we  individually 
may  fancy;  it  is  folly  to  breed  i^for  profit 
unless  the  demand  justifies  it.  The  Barred 
Plymouth  Eock  today  is  more  largely  kept, 
and  is  iu  greater  demand  both  as  a  utility  and 
fancy  fowl  than  any  breed  I  know.  It  is 
popular  and  profitable  with  the  farmer,  the 
amateur  and  the  fancier.  L'ntil  some  other 
breed  can  take  its  place  and  hold  it  as  this 
breed  h.as  done  for  years,  let  us  rest  content 
with  our  homely  but  profitable  American 
production,  and  let  it  sfcmd  unrivaled  for 
years  to  come  as  our  ideal  fowl. — E.  O. 
KoESSLE,  in  Country  Gentleman. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs:— Eggs  are  firmer  under  the  influence 
of  light  receipts,  and  choice  western  sell 
readily  at  Vl'ali^i^.  Eastern  choice  are  quoted 
at  13'al4c,  with  nearby  and  fancy  lo'oKx-; 
jobbing  prices  l''a2c  more.  The  lower  grades 
of  both  western  and  eastern  receipts  are  slow 
at  lO^illc.  The  stock  in  cold  storage  is  bow 
lo9,703  cases. 

Poultry:— Good  poultry  is  in  small  supply, 
though  sulficient  for  demand.  Chickens,  how  - 
ever, are  firm,  if  of  good  quality,  whether 
iced  or  fresh,  and  bring  from  18  to  2:ic.  Iced 
fowls  are  quoted  at  O'dO^c.  Green  ducks  are 
in  oversupply,  and  easy  at  ll'ai2c. 


Some  oue  asks  how  to  determine  the  best 
utility  bird.  There  is  no  way  to  do  this  abso- 
lutely,save  by  the  test  of  performance.  Great 
things  are  expected  of  Jersey  cows  coming' 
from  great  producers,  yet  with  this  there 
should  go  the  outward  evidence  of  merit  in 
form,  activity,  intelligence  and  general  char- 
acteristics. There  is  the  same  degree  of 
individuality  in  hens  as  in  people,  and  thi^ 
must  be  studied  in  order  to  appreciate  the 
lesson  of  utilitv. — Maine  Farmer. 
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All  who  u>e  it  are  amazed  at  its  pow  er  and 
are  loud  in  its  praise  ever  after. 

Sit  will  cure  every  ache,  every 
—  lameness,  every  soreness, 

y«  everywhere;  either  Internal 
w\\    ^or  External.    It  produces  a 
permaueut  increase  of  vital  activity  in  the 

S parts,  and  by  its 
^  ■  m  ma  A  ClCCtric  CUc'rgV 

exertion,  thus  giving  them  the  power  to  throw 

SofT,  prevent 

cine  iu  use  today  which  possesses  the  confi-, 

Sdenee  of  the  public  to  so  great  ai| 
_  extent.    The  best  evidence  of  iti 
r\ extraordinary  value  is  the  fact  tha 
VJiu  the  state  where  it  was  originate 
more  than  eighty  years  ago  it  is  still  the  leadl 

Siug  family  medicine.    The  salq 
-there  is  steadily  increasing.  It 
^  Y  special  pro\  iuce  is  the  treatmen| 
■  of  iurtamniMtion.    Inflammation  i 
an  unsound  condition  of  any  part  of  the  body! 

S manifested  oulwardlv  bv  reil 
.^._ness,  swelling  and  'heat;  inJ 
ir^Mwardly  by  conirestion  of  tha 
■  VJl\blood  vessels  aud  growth  o| 
unsound  tissue,  causing  irritation,  pain  and 

disease. 
^  >_m«  mwm  majority  of  tht 

or  are  aecouipanied  by  ui!l:immation.    it  iS 

u  nequnledJ 
It  is  th< 
•  •est.    It  i^ 
the  oldest 

It  is  the  original.  It  is  unlike  any  other.  II 
0^       is  superior  to  all  others!    It  is  the 

I  ~  L'reat  vital  and  muscle  nervine.  I| 
%5r|i-  for  Intfrnnl  as  much  E.ilema\ 
^#\Jiise.    It  is  used  and  fully  endorse 

by  all  athletes.  It  is  a  soothing,  healin^J 
^mk  penetrating  Anodyne.  It 

II  _  _  what   every  mother  should 

■  Willi  ''''^^     the  house.    It  is  lovt 

■  I^UUby  sutl"ering  children  when 
dropped  on  sugar.    It  is  safe,  soothing,  sat 

islying.  so  say  sick,  sensi^ 
%  If"  l^%f ''^    !^i''Terers.'  It  is  use 
\J  t  W  if  and  rccom  mended  by"" 
■  ■  many  iihysicians  everv- 

wliere.  It  is  the  Universal  Househoid 
KB  Uemedy  from  infancy 

nn  ,  _      to  old  aVe.   It  is  safe 

nir\|UUQto  trust  that  which 
1  riS^rVhas  satisfied  genera- 
tion after  generation.    It  is  made  from  the 
_  "favorite  prescription  of  a  pood 

■  old  family  physician.    It  is  niai^ 

■  y  *  ^^  vellous  how  many  ailments  it  will 

■  1  Oquiekly  relieve,  'Leal  and  cure. 
It  is  more  than  eighty  years  since  it  was 

B  ■  originated.    In  all  that 

■  B  -  1 1  #  time  it  has  stood  upon 
m^Nl|ll/La  its  own  intrinsic  worth, 

U  1 1\  ^merit  ::i.d  excellence. 
Do  not  for^'et  the \  ery  important  and  useful 
B  fact  that  i"t  is  strictly  for  family 

use.    Everv  mother  should  alwavit 
UtldM  ha\  e  it  in  the  house,  to  relieve  and 

■  »l »  1  cure  the  many  common  ills  which 
will  occur  in  every  family  as  long  as  life  has 

0^  woes.    For  croup,  colds, 

_  _  —  ^  couffhs,  cramps  and  pain, 
%  l^Uy>Oit  IS  the  sovereign  cure; 
^#  1  ll^r\always  ready  louse. 
Our  Book  on  INFLAMMATION  Mailed  free. 

Tb<-  n»'ct('r"s  signature  and  direction.'^  on  i  very  t>9'']^ 
Sold  liv  all  D^u^■■pists.  Trice.  35  cents.  Six  bottles,  SZ.OJ 
I.  S.  JOHXSOS  lE  CO.,  Si  C-ostoiE  House  St.,  Boston,  Jla» 
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BARRED   PLYMOUTH  KOCKS. 
As  Bred  by  J.  J.  Clement,  So.  Haven,  Mich. 

How  to  Hatch  and  Raise  Leghorns. 

Important  Details  of  Feed  and  Management 
by  One  of  the  Most  Successful  Leghorn 
Breeders  in  the  Country. 

[Note.  —  Many  reailers  of  this  paper  will 
reiufuilier  the  iuterestiug  aocouut  of  a  visit  to 
the  farm  of  Mr.  C.  II.  Wyckoff,  Grotou,  N.  Y., 
entitled,  "A  Typical  Poultryinan,"  printed 
Id  October  1st,  '9G,  Farm-Poultry.  We  are 
pleased  to  give  them  herewith  an  article  by 
Mr.  Wyckotr,  from  the  Reliable  Foultry 
Journal  for  July,  which  tells  how  he  hatches 
and  raises  those  protitable  Leghorns.- —  Ed. 
F.-P.] 

While  I  have  been  raising  and  caring  for 
fowls  and  chicks  of  various  breeds  more  or 
less  for  thirty  years,  I  have,  during  the  past 
sixteen  years,  confined  my  attention  entirely 
to  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns.  I  have  met 
with  some  disappointment  during  that  time, 
and  have  been  obliged  to  give  up'  pet  theories 
that  stubbornly  refused  to  give  the  good 
results  so  confidently  expected,  and  have 
sought  improvement  by  the  adoption  (at  the 
expense  of  considerable  time,  study  and  labor) 
of  plans  that  would  give  the  desired  results. 
Yet  I  believe  the  trouble  and  vexations  met 
with  were  no  more,  if  not  less,  than  is  usually 
met  with  by  those  engaged  in  other  pursuits 
who  succeed  in  gaining  satisfactory  results, 
and  I  now  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that 
my  efforts,  as  a  whole,  have  been  crowned 
with  a  measure  of  success  extremely  gratify- 
ing to  me,  and  much  greater  than  I  had  dared 
to  hope  for  at  the  beginning,  although  [  thought 
at  that  time  I  had  set  my  mark  pretty  high. 

During  the  time  I  have  been  keeping  White 
Leghorns  exclusively,  I  have  hatched  and 
raised  thousands  of  chicks,  both  by  natural 
and  artificial  methods,  and  am  confident  that 
the  natural  has  no  advantage  over  the  artificial 
method  in  keeping  up  and  promoting  strength 
and  vigor  of  the  stock,  where  the  latter 
method  is  properly  conducted.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  find  the  artificial  method  a  great  sav- 
ing of  time,  labor  and  expense,  as  well  as  giv- 
ing one  the  advantage  of  hatching  and  raising 
the  chicks  just  at  the  time  of  year  wanted, 
and  which  cannot  always  be  done  where  one 
must  depend  upon  securing  broody  hens. 

My  experience  and  observation  lead  me  to 
believe  that  many  who  are  using  the  artificial 
method  do  not  give  sufficient  attention  to 
supplying  at  all  times  plenty  of  pure  air,  light 
and  exercise,  and  I  find  that  in  a  great  many 
cases  this  has  Ijeen  true  with  those  who  have 
failed  to  get  proper  results,  or  results  equal  to 
those  they  have  obtained  when  using  the 
natural  method,  where  these  three  essentials 
are  usually  plentifully  supplied. 

Chicks  to  grow  up  into  strong,  hardy  and 
active  fowls,  must  first  be  properly  hatched  ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  seem 
to  be  of  the  opinion  that  any  chick  that 
succeeds  in  getting  out  of  the  shell  unaided  is 
properly  hatched,  yet  such  is  not  the  case,  and 
I  am  confident  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
chicks  hatched  in  incubators  are  more  or  less 
injured  by  the  improper  construction  or  man- 
agement of  the  machine.  I  believe  the  chief 
causes  of  this  injury  are,  a  lack  of  pure  air  in 
the  incubator  room,  improper  and  insufficient 
ventilation  of  the  machine,  and  a  failure  to 
properly  dry  down  or  evaporate  the  excess  of 
moisture  from  the  eggs,  which  process  should 
continue  gradually  throughout  the  entire 
period  of  incubation,  and  which  in  far  too 
many  cases  is  needlessly  arrested  by  the 
application  of  moisture  (water)  inside  the 
machine  when  none  was  needed  —  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  hatch  would  have  been  greatly 
improved  by  still  further  evaporation  of  the 
contents  of  the  eggs. 

My  incubator  room  is  located  in  the  north- 


east corner  of  the  cellar,  under  our  dwelling 
house;  has  a  cement  lloor,  stone  and  cement 
walls  on  the  north  and  east  sides,  and  par- 
titions of  matched  pine  on  the  south  and  west 
sides;  has  one  window  in  the  outside  wall  on 
the  north  side,  and  two  slide  covered  openings 
in  the  pine  partition  on  the  south  side  —  all 
located  near  the  top  of  the  room,  and  arranged 
to  open  and  hold  at  any  point,  give  ample 
arrangements  to  thoroughly  ventilate  from 
the  outside,  as  the  main  part  of  the  cellar  is 
aKva_\s  well  ventilated  from  several  windows 
through  the  outside  walls.  As  the  house 
stands  on  gravelly  ground  and  has  a  thorougl) 
system  of  under  drainage,  the  cellar  is  at  all 
times  what  would  be  called  a  dry  cellar,  and 
there  is  very  seldom  a  time  when  the  incuba- 
tors are  in  operation  when  we  cannot  strike  a 
match  on  any  part  of  the  cement  floor  or 
walls,  although  during  some  long  continued 
spells  of  very  wet  weather  a  little  moisture 
has  been  noticed  along  the  sides  of  the  room 
upon  the  floor  next  the  outside  walls,  and  it 
has  been  during  just  such  wet  spells  of 
weather  that  the  hatches  have  been  somewhat 
unsatisfactory  both  in  number  and  strength  of 
chicks. 

The  incubators  we  use  are  the  Prairie  State, 
and  are  run  with  the  ventilators  wide  open 
throughout  the  hatch;  no  moisture  is  used 
even  in  the  dryest  weather,  and  we  always 
aim  to  give  sufficient  ventilation  to  the  room 
to  prevent  the  detection  of  any  scent  either 
from  the  machines  or  the  lamps.  We  have 
never  been  able  to  dry  eggs  down  too  much, 
and  aim  to  run  with  an  average  temperature 
of  102  degrees,  a  little  less  during  the  fore  part 
of  the  hatch,  and  a  little  more  during  the  latter 
part.  We  turn  and  air  (cool)  the  eggs  twice 
daily  from  the  second  to  the  eighteenth  day, 
increasing  the  length  of  time  of  cooling  as  the 
hatch  proceeds.  We  turn  the  eggs  and  place 
them  back  in  the  machine,  with  the  ther- 
mometers adjusted,  and  do  not  leave  the  doors 
open  long  enough  to  cool  below  90  degrees. 
We  test  the  eggs  on  the  sixth  and  thirteenth 
days,  and  remove  all  infertile  and  dead.  The 
chicks  always  begin  to  hatch  on  the  nineteenth 
day,  and  are  all  through  and  ready  to  be 
taken  out  at  the  end  of  the  twenty -first  day. 

My  brooder  house  is  sixteen  feet  wide,  and 
stands  north  and  south,  with  partitions  each 
twenty  feet,  making  apartments  sixteen  by 
twenty  feet.  There  are  four  windows  to  each 
apartment,  two  on  the  v/est  and  two  on  the 
east  side,  all  arranged  to  slide,  which  gives 
an  opportunity  to  admit  as  little  or  much  out- 
side air  and  ventilation  as  desired  at  any  time, 
and  also  admits  the  sunlight  both  in  the  morn- 
ing and  afternoon.  The  house  has  no  walls, 
but  rests  on  two-inch  gas  pipe  posts  set  three 
feet  into  the  ground  and  resting  on  a  solid 
stone.  These  posts  extend  one  foot  above  the 
ground  on  the  east  side  and  three  feet  on  the 
west  side,  and  each  has  a  cast  iron  flange  seven 
inches  in  diameter  firmly  screwed  to  the  top 
end,  for  the  sills  of  the  house  to  rest  upon. 
Large  yards  enclosed  with  one-inch  mesh  wire 
netting  fence  are  connected  with  each  apart- 
ment. The  floors  and  outside  walls  are 
double,  with  best  building  paper  between  the 
boards. 

The  brooders  used  are  of  the  top  heat  hot 
water  pipe  system,  and  are  set  upon  the  floor 
along  the  west  side  of  each  room,  with  just 
room  to  pass  between  them  and  the  west  wall. 
Each  brooder  has  a  temporary  yard  to  confine 
the  chicks  to  within  three  feet  of  the  front  of 
the  brooder  for  the  first  few  days.  This 
enclosure  and  the  bottom  of  the  brooder  are 
covered  with  clean  coarse  sand,  and  their  feed 
is  scattered  in  the  sand  outside  of  the  brooder 
while  they  are  confined  to  this  space,  which 
is  usually  about  six  days,  when  the  enclosure 
is  taken  away  and  they  have  the  run  of  the 
entire  floor,  which  has  previously  been  cov- 
ered with  a  liberal  sprinkle  of  sand  and  about 
one  inch  in  thickness  of  very  fine  cut  straw  or 
chair.  After  two  or  three  days  run  on  the 
floor,  the  slide  doors  are  opened,  and  the 
chicks  are  allowed  to  run  out  in  the  yards 
during  pleasant  weather,  but  are  kept  in  in 
the  mornings  until  after  feeding  time  and  the 
conditions  of  the  weather  are  suitable  for  them 
outside. 

Wheu  the  chicks  are  first  given  the  rua  of 
the  floor,  feeding  boards  three  feet  wide  are 
laid  the  whole  length  close  in  front  of  the 
brooder,  where  they  are  fed  their  cake  or  a 
small  part  of  their  hard  feed  while  they  are 
learning  to  scratch  for  a  living  in  the  straw. 


When  the  chicks  are  six  to  seven  weeks  old 
the  brooders  are  removed,  and  their  place 
taken  by  perches  four  inches  wide,  placed 
four  inches  apart.  These  perches  are  strips 
of  one-inch  board  sixteen  feet  long,  laid  on 
benches  fifteen  inches  high.  The  whole  floor 
under  the  perches  and  all  is  kept  well  covered 
with  sand  and  cut  straw;  the  feeding  boards 
are  replaced  with  troughs  for  the  n^orning 
(ground)  feed,  and  the  benches  and  perches 
are  easily  set  to  one  side  when  cleaning  the 
floor.  When  chicks  are  all  partly  grown  and 
well  feathered  the  yard  fences  are  partly 
removed,  aud  they  are  allowed  free  range  of  a 
large  pear  orchard  until  the  pullets  are  about 
ready  to  lay,  when  they  are  removed  to  the 
laying  houses  and  yards. 

Our  first  feed  for  chicks  is  johnny  cake, 
baked  from  a  mixture  of  two-thirds  coarse 
corn  meal  and  the  other  third  a  mixture  of 
wheat,  oats,  peas  aud  barley  ground  together. 
This  feed  is  given  often,  about  five  times  a 
day,  but  is  given  very  sparingly,  as  there  is 
great  danger  of  overfeeding  very  young  chicks, 
and  I  find  it  a  much  better  plan  to  keep  them 
somewhat  hungry  and  lively,  rather  than 
allow  them  an  opportunity  to  gorge  them- 
selves, as  they  certainly  will  do  when  allowed 
all  they  can  eat  and  are  closely  confined. 
When  they  are  a  week  or  ten  days  old  and 
have  the  run  of  the  floor,  a  little  whole  wheat 
and  cracked  corn  are  kept  scattered  in  the  cut 
straw  where  they  quickly  learn  to  scratch  for 
it,  and  from  this  time  on  all  whole  or  hard 
feed  is  fed  in  the  litter,  thereby  giving  them 
a  large  amount  of  exercise,  which  1  consider 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  promoting  a 
strong  healthy  growth  in  chicks,  as  well  as 
indispensaljle  for  the  health  and  vigor  of 
mature  fowls. 

At  about  two  weeks  of  age  a  small  portion 
of  well  drained  (pressed  nearly  dry)  skim 
milk  curd  is  added  to  the  cake  when  crumbled 
ready  for  feeding,  and  the  amount  is  increased 
as  the  chicks  get  older.  After  the  chicks  are 
three  to  four  weeks  old  the  cake  is  omitted, 
aud  the  same  mixture  of  corn  meal  and  ground 
grain  is  fed  raw,  slightly  moistened  with  sour 
skim  milk,  one  feed  early  and  another  about 
ten  o'clock,  after  which  they  are  allowed  all 
the  wheat  and  cracked  corn  they  will  scratch 
out  of  the  litter.  This  system  is  continued 
until  the  chicks  are  near  maturity,  with  the 
exception  that  the  second  morning  feed  is 
omitted  after  they  are  ten  weeks  old,  when 
they  are  fed  liberally  with  the  ground  feed  in 
the  morning,  aud  the  hard  feed  scattered  in 
the  litter  at  noon  and  again  late  in  the  after- 
noon, all  they  will  pick  up  clean  before  the 
next  feeding  time. 

Green  food  or  vegetables  are  always  given 
daily  after  the  first  week.  Early  in  the  season, 
before  clover  is  sufficiently  large  to  use,  beets 
are  cut  in  half-inch  slices,  and,  for  very  young 
chicks  the  surface  is  hacked  with  a  sharp 
knife,  when  they  very  readily  take  to  picking 
them,  and  in  a  very  short  time  learn  to  eat 
them  without  further  help  than  to  cut  in  thin 
slices  aud  place  within  their  reach.  As  soon 
as  the  green  clover  is  large  enough  to  cut  with 
a  scythe,  say,  five  or  six  inches  high,  it  is  cut 
and  run  through  an  ordinary  feed  cutter 
geared  to  cut  very  fine,  about  one-eighth  to 
one-fourth  inch,  and  this  is  freely  given  to 
chicks  of  all  ages,  and  also  to  the  older  fowls, 
and  is  succeeded  by  Swiss  chard,  beet,  or  sea 
kale  late  in  the  summer,  when  elover  stops 
growing. 

As  the  chicks  get  well  toward  maturity,  the 
amount  of  curd  being  limited,  beef  scraps  are 
substituted  with  equally  good  results,  although 
while  very  young  1  greatly  prefer  the  curd. 
As  the  combs  of  the  pullets  begin  to  show  a 
fast  development,  indicating  a  laying  condi- 
tion, their  feed  is  changed  by  gradually 
decreasing  the  amount  of  corn  in  both  the 
ground  and  whole  graiu  feed,  by  the  addition 
of  wheat,  bran  and  middlings  to  the  corn,  and 
a  general  mixture  of  the  various  grains  obtain- 
able to  the  latter,  allowing  finally  about  one- 
fourth  corn  in  the  ground  feed  and  one-fift-fa 
in  the  whole  grain.  Grit,  in  the  form  of 
oyster  shells,  is  supplied  them  from  the  start, 
although  the  sand  used  upon  the  floors  and  in 
the  brooders  would  no  doubt  supply  this  want 
in  the  very  young  chicks. —  C.  H.  W-ycKOFK, 
in  lieliahle  roullry  Journal. 


VAN    BUKEN   POULTRY  YARDS. 

187  acres  ran;;e.  i'ounfc  stock  for  sale.  Wliite  and 
Barred  Plyinoulh  Rocks,  Hronze  Turkeys,  Pekin 
Ducks.   Write  for  wliat  vou  want. 

J.  J.  CLEMENT,  South  Haven,  Mich. 


THE  TURKEY  HILL  FEED  MIXER 

^IjXj  sizes. 

Reduced  in  Price  and  Improved  in  (Juality. 

Mr.  Hunter's  c<ininient  — "  I  believe  this  to  be  a 
tluuoughly  good  niacliiue." 

W.  G.  PEARSON, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Was  the  score  fjlven  my  1st  prize  Barred  P.  Rock 
cockerel  at  the  great  Amesliury,  Mass.,  show,  Dec. 
1-4,  '97,  l.K.  Felch.jud^'e.  1  have  500  clucks  growing 
on  niy  farm,  all  Blue  Barred  P.  Rocks,  and  am  book- 
inn  orders  now  for  young  stock  to  be  delivered  after 
.September  1st.  100  choice  hens  for  sale,  iucludinf; 
my  winners  at  Pcabody,  Amesbnrv,  llaverliill,  and - 
the  New  Eng.  Fair,  Portland,  Me.  Wrile  for  prices. 

W.  B.  DAVKS, 
('are  of  Merrimack  Nat.  Bank,  Haverhill,  Mass. 


Poultry 
Supplies! 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutters,  Incubators, 
Ci-uslied  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Gi  its, 
Ground  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Sci  a))s,  Bone, 
Drinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Pans, 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder,  etc. 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

Ready  for  use. 

At  $1.75  per  100  pound  Sack; 

Large  illustrated  Catalogue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO., 

'17  &  19  EUicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


STANDARD  BRED 

Wtile  LegfiorDS, 

Large,  vigorous,  extra  layers.  Winners  at  New 
York,  1895,  lg96,  1897,  and  1898,  and  at  Boston,  1897  and 
1S9S.' 

Stock  and  eggs  for  sale. 

WHITING  FARM, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 


Do  you  want  to  save  money?  We  can  help  you. 
Our  one  and  two  year  old  DUCKS  are  goijig  during 
July  only,  for  S1.50  each ;  5forS7;  lOforSri;  15  or 
more,  SI  each. 

Will  prove  money  savers  to  the  lucky  few  wlio  order  ^ 
in  time,  to  the  amount  of  SI  to  Sa  each.  They  are 
all  good  birds,  and  are  the  right  type.  Although  we 
have  not  said  much  about  it,  we  have  been  breeding  the 

KEEL  PEKINS 

for  more  tlian  ten  years,  aud  that  we  made  no  mis- 
take our  show  record  at  the  best  shows  is  proof.  Our 
free  booklet  will  give  you  the  particulars. 

A.  J.  HALLOCK, 


Box  B. 


Speonk,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


EGGS  FOB  HATCHING. 

The  Riverview  Poultry  Yards,  T.  H.  Campbell 
Prop.,  Ellsworth,  Maiuc,  will  sell  eggs  from  the  fol- 
lowing prize  winning  fowl:  Barred,  White  and  But! 
Plymouth  Rocks;  Uolden,  \\  bite  and  Silver  Wyan- 
dottes;  White,  Brown  aud  Bull  Leghorns;  Light  Bi  ali- 
mas;  White  Wonders;  White  Sberwoods;  Silver  S. 
Hamburgs,  and  ISIack  .Minorcas.  Theabovefowl  have 
taken  many  prizes,  and  purchased  from  some  of  the 
bestpoultry  yards  in  the  country.  Each  pen  is  headed 
by  cocks  and  cockerels  scoring  from  92  to  96i  points,  by 
some  of  the  best  judges.  Also  pullets,  and  scoringas 
V.Vf')  ®'       sitting n3  eggs)  except 

Wlnie  Wonders, S1.50 per  sitting.  All  my  fowl  are 
fine  layers  as  well  as  prize  winners.  Brown  TyeglKirn 
cockerels  for  sale.   Address  T.  H.  CAMPlilf.r.I, 

130x  221,  Ellsworth,  Maine. 
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Karni-  Poultry 
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FAKM-POULTHY 

PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 

Jii  this  deiiarlment  all  published  matter  perlaiiiiii<j  to 
ttid  Exi'eriment  Club  and  its  uork  tf  it  I  appear .  We 
iraiit  erp.ry  vieinber  to  /eel  perfectly  free  to  ask  t/ues- 
tiniu  and  make  snijijesliuns.  Uiseutsiuns  of  topics  suij- 
ijeifed  to  members  by  their  omt  record  sheets  are 
especially  desired. 

A  Letter  from  Our  Australian  Member. 

Mr.  Kilitoi-:  — 1  am  just  iu  receipt  of  your 
lelter  of  .Murcli  I'Jth,  which  was  apparently 
delayed.  I  am  sorry  to  say  circumstances 
prevented  me  carrying  out  my  iutended  prac- 
tical experiments  with  the  pullets  of  the 
various  breeds,  and  although  I  think  my 
records  will  be  of  very  little  use  to  you,  owing 
to  the  diU'crence  in  our  seasons,  I  am  sending 
them  on  for  the  llocU  of  over  200  Leghorns. 

Yes,  your  Experiment  Club  is  a  mighty 
good  thiug,  certainly  the  best  idea  iu  poultry 
education  I  have  beard  of,  aud  I  think  you 
have  struck  a  regular  Klondike  of  exceedingly 
useful  information,  and  have  increased  the 
value  of  your  paper  fully  lifty  per  cent.  I 
always  read  your  paper  with  interest;  but  the 
Experiment  Club  report  is  the  first  1  turn  to. 
1  don't  think  I  can  give  you  any  pointers  at 
the  present  time,  but  if  anything  of  interest 
crops  up  1  will  jot  it  down. 

I  would  like  to  get  an  idea  of  the  cost  of 
food  and  price  of  eggs  here,  and  with  you,  to 
get  at  the  relative  profits  likely  to  be  obtained 
in  egg  farming,  which  is  my  specially.  1  will 
put  down  the  prices  of  eggs  obtained  by  me 
from  the  grocers,  which  price  is  about  two 
cents  more  than  is  paid  most  people,  as  my 


s  are  relialtle. 

1S97. 

1S98. 

January, 

12 

18 

20 

February, 

12 

20 

22 

March, 

24 

20 

23 

April, 

34 

30 

31 

May, 

30 

30 

35 

Juue, 

35 

28 

July, 

20 

24 

August, 

15 

18 

September, 

12 

13 

October, 

14 

14 

November, 

14 

15 

December, 

10 

IS 

Average  per  month,  20  5-0  21  2-3  20  1-5 
(The  above  table  gives  the  price  of  eggs  per 
dozen  as  paid  by  grocers  to  Mr.  IJ.  The 
retail  price  will  probably  average  with  him, 
as  with  us,  about  live  cents  per  dozen  higher. 
—Ed.) 

Good  milling  wheat  is  worth  now  about  90 
cents  per  bushel  ef  00  lbs. ;  bran  and  pollard, 
22  cents  per  bushel  of  20  pounds;  corn  about 
80  cents  per  bushel  of  50  pounds ;  oats  (prime) , 
84  cents  per  bushel  of  40  pounds. 

It  costs  me  about  80  cents  per  annum  to 
feed  a  fowl,  varying,  of  course,  with  the  price 
of  wheat.  Approximately  I  may  say  what- 
ever a  bushel  of  wheat  costs,  that  is  what  will 
feed  uiy  hens,  or,  rather,  one  hen  for  a  year. 
As  I  get  from  eleven  to  twelve  dozen  pggs  per 
hen  per  year,  my  net  return  for  large  flock 
running  together  is  about  §1.50  per  hen,  as,  of 
course,  when  eggs  are  cheapest  I  get  the  most. 
1  am  following  Faum-Poi  ltky  teachings  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  have  benefited  con- 
siderably thereby;  but  a  great  deal  of  your 
teaching  is  for  cold  climates,  while  ours  is  a 
decidedly  hot  one  in  summer,  up  to  117  in  the 
shade,  occasional  light  frosts  in  winter,  and 
iu  some  parts  of  Australia,  of  course,  they 
have  snow  in  the  high  lauds,  but  none  here. 

C.  K.  U. 

Wagga  Wagga,  New  South  Walts, 
May  13th,  '98. 

r.  S.  —  Our  sympathies  arc  all  with  you  in 
the  war,  and  all  the  daily  cables  are  anxiously 
watched  for.  All  papers  issue  cxtraordiuaries 
every  day.  U. 

AVe  are  pleased  to  have  this  letter  from  far 
away  Australia,  and  trust  it  will  be  as  intcr- 
esiiiig  to  our  members  as  it  has  beeu  to  us. 
We  hope  Mr.  II.  will  continue  to  keep  aud 
send  us  reports,  as  they  will  prove  valuable  to 
the  club.  This  club  is  for  readers  of  Fakm- 
Poui-TKY,  wherever  they  may  be,  aud  we 
hope  to  make  its  teachings  valuable  to  all. 

Mr.  H.  asks  for  market  tpiotations  with  us 
for  eggs  aud  grain,  and  we  will  give  them 
herewith,  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Iu  Jlay  last  we  paid  the  following  prices  for 
grain  :— 

Good  comparatively  sound  white  wheat 


(not  milling  wheat)  $2.10  per  bag  of  100 
pounds;  mixed  feed  (the  equivalent  of  bran 
and  pollard),  90  cents  per  bag  of  100  pounds; 
good  oats  35  cents  per  bushel  of  32  pounds; 
hulled  oats  (groats)  §1.50  per  bag  of  100 
pounds. 

The  cost  of  keeping  a  hen  a  year  varies  with 
the  section  of  the  eouutry  from  75  cents  to 
§1.25.  The  average  cost  of  feed  per  hen  a 
year,  where  all  food  has  to  be  bought,  is  about 
one  dollar. 

P^ollowing  we  give  a  table  showing  the 
wholesale  price  per  dozen  given  by  a  first 
class  grocery  here  for  strictly  fresh  eggs. 
The.se  eggs  when  retailed  averaged  an  advance 
in  price  of  five  cents  per  dozen.  The  figures 
gives  the  average  price  iu  cents  per  dozen  for 
each  month. 

18W;.  1S37.  1S9S. 

January,  35  30  35 

Feljruary,  25  25  25 

March,  25  25  22 

April,  17  15 

May,  15  15  15 

Juue,  15  15 

July,  17  18 

August,  18  20 

September,  20  25 
October,  25  25 

November,  30  30 
December,         35  35 

Average  per  month,  23  1-0  23  1-3  22  2-5 
By  comparingabove  table  with  the  onegiven 
by  Mr.  H.,  we  find  that  the  average  price  paid 
per  dozen  for  eg^s  is  very  little  diflereut  from 
that  paid  here  iu  New  England.  Winter  with 
us  is  summer  with  him,  therefore  he  gels  his 
highest  prices  for  eggs  at  a  time  when  we  are 
getting  the  lowest.  The  cost  of  keeping  fowls 
is  about  the  same  as  iu  our  owu  southern 
stales,  where  the  climate  is  not  unlike  the 
Australian  climate,  though  the  prices  paid  for 
eggs  is  rather  better  than  those  paid  iu  the 
south. 

Mr.  H.'s  hens  shell  out  a  fair  average  of 
eggs  per  year,  but  lay  them  at  u  time  when 
eggs  are  low.  Dui  ing  March  and  April,  when 
eggs  were  bringing  a  good  price  in  his  market, 
his  fowls  were  averaging  but  10  and  7  eggs 
each  per  month  respectively. 

Mr.  H.  describes  his  stock,  something  over 
200  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  iu  his  report  for 
February  as  follows : 

"  Age  from  six  months  to  two  and  a  half 
years.  Home  bred,  from  selected  layers,  high 
class  stock,  all  pure  excepting  about  thirty 
first  cross  pullets.  Have  free  range,  comfort- 
al)le  house*,  rather  overcrowded.  Old  fowls 
in  heavy  moult.  December  22d,  our  longest 
day.  November  and  December  our  very  best 
months  for  eggs,  April  and  May  the  worst. 
Our  difficulty  is  not  so  much  to  get  eggs  iu 
winter  as  iu  autumn.   Fowls  very  healthy.'' 

It  seems  to  us  that  Mr.  H.  is  making  a  mis- 
take iu  keepiug  very  many  of  those  two  year 
old  hens,  being  in  heavy  moult.  Unless  they 
are  only  a  few  selected  breeders,  their  room  is 
better  than  their  company. 

If  the  space  which  they  occupy  was  filled 
with  good  early  pullets  the  earnings  would  be 
greater.  We  believe  that  Mr.  H.  can  at  least 
partially  solve  the  problem  of  eggs  in  autumn 
by  getting  out  more  of  those  early  pullets. 
Where  one  makes  a  specialty  of  eggs  for 
market  we  very  much  question  the  advisability 
of  keeping  any  hens  over  two  years  of  age. 
An  average  of  §1.50  net  yearly  prolit  per  hen 
in  a  flock  of  over  200  is  fair,  but  it  can  be  very 
much  bettered. 


A  Correction. 

In  Juue  15th  F.-l'.,  Practical  Experiment 
Club  notes.  No.  21,  you  describe  my  house  as 
being  20  feet  long, 'with  12  feet  of  that  as 
scratching  shed.  Please  allow  me  to  say  that 
the  house  is  20  feet  long  l)y  10  feet  wide,  aud 
a  scratching  shed  attached  to  that  12  feet  long 
bv  10  feet  wide.  G.  T.  S. 


One  of  our  New  Hampshire  members,  who 
has  a  pen  of  twenty-four  "  mixed"  hens,  has 
been  getting  poor  returns  in  eggs  the  past  few 
months.  He  informs  us  that  there  are 
"  always  eight  out  of  the  twenty-four  hens 
either  broody  or  with  chicks."  This  seems  to 
us  radically  wrong.  The  hens  are  being  fed 
rather  too  liberally  on  boiled  oats  and  cracked 
corn,  and  are  probably  too  fat.  When  twenty- 
four  hens  do  not  yield  over  six  eggs  per  day 


for  the  spring  and  summer  months,  it  is  time 
to  make  sure  that  they  are  being  properly 
handled,  or  get  rid  of  the  hens. 

"  Your  poultry  papercomes  tome  regularly, 
aud  I  hud  it  to  be  of  much  interest.  I  am  a 
beginner  in  the  poultry  business  and  need  just 
such  help  us  you  publish. 

"Had  my  pens  been  better  arranged  thetirst 
of  the  year  should  have  jained  your  Experi- 
ment Club,  but  I  have  kept  a  record  of  cost  to 
keep  and  production  of  about  one  hundred 
hens. 

"I  am  a  breeder  of  Buflf  AVyandottes,  also  of 
Brown  Leghorns,  aud  will  give  you  the 
number  of  eggs  each  pen  produced  during  the 
months  of  April  and  May. 

"Four  Buff  Wyandottes  —  April,  82  eggs; 
May,  80;  one  Bufl"  became  broody  in  May. 

"Six  Brown  Leghorns  —  April,  129  eggs; 
May,  127.  This  compares  favorably  with 
reports  published  by  you.  F.  E.  S." 

It  is  never  too  late  to  join  the  Experiment 
Club.  We  want  all  the  records,  so  send  yours 
along. 

*  »  • 

"  I  bought  one  hundred  incubator  eggs  on 
June  0.  After  leaving  them  rest  for  thirty-six 
hours,  I  wiped  them  oil"  with  tepid  water,  and 
on  June  9th  put  them  into  a  No.  1  Cyphers 
incubator,  which  I  am  running  iu  my  dining 
room.  The  outer  temperature  of  the  room 
varied  during  the  hatch  from  08  to  92  degrees. 
On  the  tenth  day  I  tested  out  25  infertile  eggs. 
Is  this  a  rather  large  percentage?  On  the 
fifteenth  day  tested  out  three  dead  germs,  leav- 
ing 70  eggs  out  of  the  104  received.  The  lirst 
chick  made  its  appearance  about  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  twentieth  day,  and  the  hatch  was 
not  completed  until  about  the  ninth  hour  of 
the  twenty-first  day. 

"  Last  Sunday  I  ran  the  machine  from  10 
A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  without  lighting  the  lamp, 
and  could  not  get  the  temperature  below  103. 
On  another  hot  day  the  machine  was  run  with- 
out light,  and  the  temperature  ran  up  to  106. 
Then  I  gave  the  eggs  a  good  sprinkling, 
although  Mr.  Cyphers  does  not  advocate  using 
moisture,  but  I  did  not  know  what  to  do 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  result  of  the  hatch  is  04  chicks  out  of 
the  70  eggs,  and  they  all  look  well  and  hearty, 
and  I  am  satisfied.  This  is  my  second  hatch, 
the  first  one  being  from  my  Leghorn  pullets 
hatched  July  1,  1897.  I  put  48  eggs  in  the 
machine  on  May  17,  tested  out  two  infertile, 
broke  three  in  testing,  six  were  addled  or 
dead,  leaving  thirty-seven,  out  of  which  I  got 
thirty-one  chicks,  all  alive  and  well  yet.  They 
will  be  four  weeks  old  on  Monday.  Is  this 
doing  well  for  an  amateur's  second  attempt? 
During  the  first  hatch  the  outer  temperature 
was  much  more  even,  and  there  was  no 
trouble  in  keeping  the  thermometer  at  102^ 
during  the  entire  hatch.  The  infertile  eggs  1 
am  feeding  to  my  Leghorn  chicks. 

"  My  ten  Browm  Leghorn  pullets  seem  to  be 
on  a  strike  this  mouth;  it  may  be  natural. 
The  one  I  had  sitting  brought  eleven  chicks 
out  of  12  eggs,  aud  all  are  doing  well.  One 
pullet  has  a  swelling  on  her  rump  about  the 
size  of  a  silver  dollar.  Have  separated  her 
from  the  others.  At  times  she  picks  it,  mak- 
ing it  bleed.  I  bathe  it  with  warm  water, 
and  put  on  vaseline,  but  it  seems  to  get  no 
better.  She  eats  well,  and  the  droppings  seem 
all  right.    Can  you  help  me  out? 

C.  F.  M." 

Only  twenty-five  infertile  eggs  out  of  104 
incubator  eggs  is  a  fairly  good  showiug;  we 
should  not  call  it  a  large  percentage  infertile. 
Y'ou  surely  had  excellent  hatches.  Sixty-four 
chicks  from  seventy-six  fertile  eggs  is  doing 
well. 

As  the  ten  late  hatched  pullets  did  so  well 
in  March,  April  aud-May,  we  do  not  think  it 
surprising  that  you  get  a  falling  oft"  in  June. 

The  pullet  probably  has  a  prolapse  of  the 
oviduct.  If,  by  bathing  with  warm  water, 
applying  vaseline,  and  pushing  back  the  pro- 
truded portion,  it  does  not  stay  back,  we  very 
much  doubt  if  she  can  be  cured. 


An  lUlnoig  Memljer  Goue  Wrong. 

An  Illinois  member  writes: 

"  We  are  feeding  young  ducklings  on  com 
meal  and  bran,  equal  parts,  all  they  will  eat, 
aud  the  hens  have  Access  to  it. 

'•Finished  off  last  half  of  mouth  with  plain 
corn  meal  mash;  hens  ate  all  they  wished." 


In  this  pen  there  are  twelve  B.  P.  Kocks 
and  eleven  ••  mixed  "  hens.  They  only  avei- 
aged  3J  eggs  per  day  for  the  pen. 

So  far  as  our  information  goes  these  bens 
had  no  other  food  than  the  above  mentioned 
corn  meal  and  bran  mash.  Surely  this  is  not 
feeding  hens  right  —  and  our  Illinois  friend 
ought  to  know  that  without  being  told. 

If  the  bens  are  worth  keeping  they  are 
worth  handling  properly.  There  can  be  no 
profit  in  the  present  methods  of  this  member. 

The  record  sheet  is  well  and  carefully  kept, 
but  the  fowls  are  not.  Do  get  those  ducks 
out  of  the  hen  yard,  and  feed  the  hens  properly. 

•  .  • 

Bad  Luck  With  Chicks. 

"  Do  not  think  I  ever  said  my  hens  have  a 
good  sized  yard,  and  I  let  them  out  every 
night  about  quarter  before  six,  and  they  have 
the  run  of  the  sheep  pasture. 

"  I  am  ashamed  of  my  chicken  record  for 
this  year.  Set  378  eggs  and  hatched  150  chicks. 
Only  sixteen  are  now  living.  I  used  them  the 
best  I  knew,  fed  mash,  wheat  and  cracked 
corn.  They  would  double  their  legs  up  under 
them  and  die.  Most  of  them  came  off  just 
before  the  wet  spell.  Might  the  wet  weather 
have  caused  their  death?  I  couldn't  keep 
them  out  of  it.  I  gave  my  sister-in-law  a  sit- 
ting of  eggs.  All  thirteen  hatched,  but  the 
hen  killed  one.  She  mixed  up  meal  soft,  and 
fed  them  only  twice  a  day.  Let  them  out 
early  every  morning  before  the  dew  was  dry, 
and  if  rainy  they  were  out  just  the  same;  no 
water  unless  they  went  to  the  pond,  and 
they're  all  alive,  while  mine  are  in  a  rocky 
grave.  Isn't  that  provoking  enough  to  make 
me  vow  never  to  read  poultry  papers,  but 
just  turn  my  future  broods  out  to  grass?  I 
am  not  discouraged,  but  shall  try  again  next 
year.  From  seven  to  ten  hens  been  out  most 
of  the  mouth  for  wanting  to  sit. 

Mrs.  H.  S.  M." 

Mrs.  M.  should  read  the  article  on  How 
We  Hatch  and  Kaise  Chickens,"  in  Fakm- 
PouLTRY  for  March  15th,  1S97.  Keep  little 
chicks  out  of  the  wet.  After  they  are  a  week 
or  two  old  if  they  have  a  dry  place  to  run  to 
they  will  keep  themselves  out  of  the  wet. 
Mrs.  M.'s  chicks  were  probably  chilled.  She 
has  an  excellent  egg  record  for  June,  and  we 
hope  to  hear  that  she  has  better  luck  with  her 
chicks  next  time. 


FIRE -WEATHER -LIGHTNING  PROOF 

Blark,  paiutfcd  or  ;.'alvaiiizeU  mttal  KOOFING  aud 
siditi^i:  (brick,  rocked  i»r  corriitratcd). 

METAL  CEILINGS  AND  SIDE  WALLS. 
PENN  METAL  CEILING  AND  ROOFING  CO.,  Ltd. 

\\  litu  for  Calalo^'ue.  Philadelpliia. 

BARGAIN  IN  BRAHMAS. 

To  make  room  lor  growint' stock,  I  will  sell  tlirte 
brccdinfr  pens  o£ 

FELCH   LIGHT  BRAHMAS 

(5  hens  and  one  cock— yearlinps)  for  ?1J  eacli.  Tliey 
are  bred  for  heavy  layinjr.  and  combine  all  llieallruel- 
ive  oharacterisiies  of  the  breed. 

MICHAEL  K.  BOYEK,  Haranionton,  N.  J. 

DnnnUC  ^'^'^  Kope  RooiiuB  for  Ic. 

nUUrlllGi  l^er  S(|.  ft.,  caps  aud  nails  included. 

Substitutes  for  Plaster.  5>;iniples  free. 
The  Fay  Manilla  Koofing  Co.,   Camden,  N.J. 

A  SACRIFICZ. 

My  entire  breeding  stock  of  Buff  Plymouth  Kocks, 
4  cocks  and  .iO  hens,  vearllnps  consisting  (pf  my  prim- 
winners,  .Must  make  room  at  once.  Prices  way 
dowu.   Now  is  vour  chance. 

F.  AVOODBURY,  'ind,  Beverly,  Mass. 


ladies; 


fVlake  Big  Wages 
-A.t  Home  

and  want  all  tohnve  the  sameorw 
portunity.  It's  VEEY  PLEASAUI 
work  and  will  easily  pay  weekly.  Thisisnii.lcccptiuti.  I 
want  no  money  undwT  1 1  Gladly  sendfull  particulars  to  oil 
sending2c. stomp.    3Ir^  A,  ll.>Vlevliu,Bui60,lia<(renr>',!Ilrb, 


Poultry  Do  Have 

These  diseases.    The  first  Is  what  .liphthcria  to  to 
_  ^  ,  ,  _    human  beinps,  and  closely  allied  to  t.:al 
ROUP,  disco.'*.   iSyiuptoms  are.  sneezing  like  a 
.7.^.,      cold;  slicht  waterintt  of  the  eyes;  run- 
CANiES,     nine  at  the  nostrils,  severe  inflammation 
T;Vorm!itii!m    in  ttie  throat,  canker,  swollen  head  and 
fiieumatism,  eruptions  on  head  and  face.   A  breeder 
LE3        of  Uahlins  game  fowl  which  fr^im 
__  .  _._(.»   their  habits,  are  more  liable  to  roup  than 
WEAENESS.  others,  pives  us  a  TRE.VTME>T,  i 
which  he  p.iys  is  a  Positively  Sure  Cure  for  Itie  j 


Kv  the  use  of 


JOHNSON'S 

Anodyne  Liniment 

Space  here  will  not  permit  giving  his  full  directions  tor 
u.se.  Send  to  us  for  full  particulars,  by  mail./icc.  It 
also  cures  all  Bowel  Complaints,  Leg  Weakness  and 
Rheumatic  Lameness  hke  magic.  Sold  ever>where. 
Price.  3.ic..  6  bottles.  S2  W.  E.\pres.s  paid  Pamphlet  free. 
L  S,  JOHNSOS  &,  CO.,  Si  Custom  House  St ,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Keep  a  Kccord  of  Kind  of  Food  and 
Whtii  h\tl. 

Quite  a  iiumlu'r  of  reports  came  in  this 
month  with  no  record  of  l^intl  of  food,  or 
when  fed.  Others  had  written  in  tlie  food 
columns, —  "same  as  last  month."  This  is 
not  keeping  the  records  right.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  write,  "  same  as  iast  month,"  in  the 
food  column;  hut  wc  have  no  means  of  assur- 
ing ourselves  that  the  hens  were  so  fed. 

Carelessness  is  the  rock  on  which  so  many 
poultry  keepers  go  to  pieces.  If  you  are  care- 
less in  your  record  keeping  the  chances  are 
that  you  are  careless  in  caring  for  your  fowls; 
therefore,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  if  you  do 
not  take  time  to  record  the  food  properly,  you 
probably  are  careless  '  also  about  feeding. 
Such  being  the  case,  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that 
the  feeding  was  the  "  same  as  last  month." 

This  chib  will,  we  hope,  be  a  help  to  all  its 
members,  and  to  all  readers  of  Fakm-Poul- 
TUY.  We  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  club, 
sanction  careless  record  keeping.-  We  are 
happy  to  say  that  the  cai'eless  riiembers  are  in 
the  minority. 

Some  few  reports  under  the  heading, 
"  Keniarks,"  tell  of  mash  fed  at  six  in  the 
morning,  with  some  kind  of  grain  fed  at 
night;  but  the  food  columns  do  not  show 
this.  In  a  few  cases  mash  is  tabulated  as 
the  morning  feed,  and  milk  as  noon  feed,— 
night  feed  not  mentioned. 

We  have  called  attention  to  these  cases  of 
careless  record  keeping,  not  for  the  sake  of 
scolding,  but  with  the  hope  and  belief  that 
now  that  they  have  been  pointed  out,  the 
records  of  the  few  careless  niembers  will  be 
better  kept,  and  the  club  will  not  lose  what 
may  prove  to  be  valuable  information  us  to 
foods  and  feeding. 


Sxperlment  Club  Notes. 

"  The  hen  that  hatched  thirteen  chicks  hae 
raised  eleven." 

"  Keep  water,  milk,  or  buttermilk  before 
my  hens  all  the  time.  Hens  have  lawp  clip- 
pings each  day." 

"Killed  and  ljuried  a  roupy  hen."  This  is 
good  treatment,  but  it  would  have  been  still 
better  to  have  burned  her  carcass. 

"  Found  vermin  in  the  hen  house.  The 
next  day  I  thoroughly  whitewashed  it,  and 
applied  kerosene  to  the  hens." 

"  Chicks  now  helping  weed  the  strawberry 
patch.  Find  that  they  eat  very  little  fruit  so 
long  as  worms  are  plenty." 

"  Chicks  doing  finely ;  worms  dug  for  them 
every  day  round  the  trees  in  the  orchard. 
Find  it  pays  for  the  trees  as  well  as  for  the 
chicks." 

Pullet  hatched  February  15th  began  laying 
when  fourteen  weeks  old.  Has  laid  nearly 
every  day  since.  Think  she  is  a  mixture  of 
Barred  and  White  Plymouth  Eock." 

"  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  hen  got  into 
neighbor's  yards,  and  was  chased  until  over- 
heated. Sick  next  day,  and  in  a  few  days 
she  died."  Moral :  have  your  hens  properly 
yarded,  and  keep  them  at  home. 

Several  members  have  notified  us  that  they 
cannot  send  records  for  full  month,  as  they 
have  sold  the  hens.  They  intend  to  continue 
membership,  and  will  commence  sending  in 
reports  again  as  soon  as  new  pens  are  mated 
up.  That  is  right;  do  not  drop  out  altogether 
on  account  of  sales.  We  expect  that  the  fall 
will  find  us  with  a  larger  membership  than 
ever,  and  still  growing. 

"  I  can  see  how  keeping  a  record  is  helping 
me,  but  reading  Farm-Poultky  causes  me  to 
keep  up  with  the  procession.  So  long  as  I 
have  fowls  I  shall  try  to  pay  my  subscription 
to  Fai{.\i-Poultuy.  It  is  my  choice  of  seven 
poultry  papers  to  which  I  subscribed  last 
year." 

Some  time  ago  we  asked  one  of  the  sub- 
scribers of  Faum-Poultry  why  he  did  not 
join  the  Experiment  Club.  He  then  said  it 
was  because  it  would  not  do  him  any  good. 
We  could  not  convince  him  that  it  would  be  a 
help.  Recently  we  again  visited  the  same 
man.  About  the  first  of  June  he  hatched 
something  over  two  hundred  chicks  from  four 
hundred  eggs,  and  about  half  of  the  chicks 
had  died  up  to  the  time  when  we  made  our 
visit.  He  was  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  the 
cause  of  their  dying  ott"  so  rapidly.  While  we 
were  there  he-cleaned  out  a  brooder,  and  we 
saw  scooppil  up  from  floor  of  this  brooder 
over  a  heaping  Icaspoouful  of  red  mites,  and 


many  more  were  running  in  and  out  of  cracks 
between  the  boards.  When  we  exclaimed  in 
horror,  he  informed  us  that  that  was  nothing 
—  we  "  ought  to  see  the  hennery."  We  think 
almost  any  reader  can  tell  him  why  his  chicks 
died,  but  we  are  afraid  wc  shall  have  to  admit 
that  the  club  cannot  help  /lim,  he  is  too  care- 
less to  make  a  success  of  the  jioultry  business, 
and  careless  people  will  not  help  themselves 
by  the  experiences  of  others. 

*  ,  * 

Broody  Leghorns. 

"  My  hens,  which  are  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns 
one  year  old  this  spring,  (hatched  from  March 
to  July  10th  last  year),  and  are  known  to  be 
pure  blood  on  one  side,  and  the  other  side 
chiimed  to  be  pure,  have  been  broody  afl  the 
spring  — as  much,  so  as  the  mongrels  usually 
are.   These  hens  are  moulting  badly  how." 

This  member  gives  corn  meal  mash,  mixed 
with  milk  or  water,  for  a  morning  feed,  free 
range  all  day  with  no  dinner,  and  a  night  feed 
same  as  morning,  except  an  occasional  feed  of 
cracked  corn.  The  egg  record  showed  an 
average  of  15  eggs. per  day  for  the  pen  of  39 
hens,  for  the  month  of  June.  This  is  one  of 
the  few  cases  where  an  almost  exclusively 
corn  diet  is  giving  good  results.  We  should 
like  to  have  a  detailed  report  from  this  member. 

Another  White  Leghorn  member,  who  feeds 
an  excellent  ration,  and  gets  a  correspondingly 
good  egg  yield,  reports  two  hens  broody.  He 
says : 

"  I  have  seen  a  number  of  broken  soft 
shelled  eggs,  but  did  not  count  them  in  the 
record.  My  hens  are  a  little  too  fat,  I  think. 
Will  reduce  the  grain  feed  and  increase  the 
green  food  a  little. 

"Later,— have  seen  no  more  soft  shelled 


My!  My!  How  About  This? 
"June  2d.  Hens  are  fed  ortly  puce 'a  day 
now.  Green  clover  all  they  will  eat,  about 
two  or  three  quarts.  Of  mixed  grain  I  give 
two  or  three  handfuls  for  seven  hens.  Of  cut 
bone  they  get  about  a  pound  once  a  week. 
The  object  is  to  get  these  hens  absolutely  lean, 
so  as  to  have  them  in  good  condition  for  fall 
laying." 

These  hens  laid  fairly  well  in  April  and  May, 
but  the  egg  record  was  never  more  than  fairly 
good.  After  cutting  them  down  to  one  feed  a 
day,  eggs  became  scarcer  than  ever,  and  on 
the  18th  of  June  the  hens  ceased  laying 
altogether.  Under  date  of  June  20th  is  the 
following  note:— 

"  Will  feed  twice  a  day  now,  clover  in  the 
forenoon;  in  the  afternoon  mixed  grain, 
alternating  with  cooked  feed  and  cut  bone." 

Why  will  some  members  juggle  with  their 
bill  of  fare?  It  is  so  much  better  to  have 
some  good  system  of  feeding,  and  stick  to  it. 
We  never  knew  that  a  hen  must  be  "  absolutely 
lean "  in  order  to  lay  well.  Our  personal 
experience  has  been  quite  the  contrary.  A 
hen  must  be  in  good  condition  in  order  to  lay 
well.  To  be  in  good  condition  she  must  pos- 
sess some  fat.  The  key  note  of  getting  eggs 
is  to  have  the  hen  just  fat  enough  to  lay  well, 
and  to  keep  her  there;  she  will  do  the  rest. 
Hens  that  are  overfat  or  overlean  will  not  lay 
well ;  there  is  a  happy  toean  between  extremes. 


We  cull  the  following  paragraph  from  the 
Canterbury  Register  :  — 

In  some  garden  ground  occupied  by  Mr.  G. 
Hewitt,  at  the  back  of  Wincheap,  there  iS  a 
well  quite  seventy  feel  deep,  the  water  of 
which  has  been  veiy  low  of  late.  About  a 
month  ago  one  of  the  hens  which  run  about 
the  garden  disappeared,  and  no  trace  of  it 
was  seen  until  three  weeks  and  four  days 
afterwards,  when  Mr.  Hewitt  happened  "to 
look  down  the  well  and  sajv  something  moving 
at  the  bottom.  Mr.  Hewitfs  son  was  care- 
fully lowered  in  the  bucket,  and  found  the 
missing  hen  alive,  and  except  that  it  was 
rather  thin,  none  the  worse  for  its  long 
imprisonment.  There  was  a  small  ledge,  just 
level  with  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the 
bird  had  been  on  that,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  water,  could  have  had  no  nourishment, 
and  as  the  well  is  kept  closed  except  when 
the  water  is  being  drawn,  it  had  been  in 
almost  continuous  darkness. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Whibley,  of  Canterbury,  who 
kindly  sent  us  the  cutting,  ascertained  from 
Mr.  Hewitt — who  states  that  the  bird  is 'now 
in  excellent  health  — that  the  report  is  quite 
authentic.  The  well,  we  may  mention,  is  not 
seventy  feet  deep,  as  stated,  but  forty  feet. — 
Foullry,  (England). 


Poultry  for  Prolit. 

I  -do  not  lielicvc  there  is  any  branch  of 
industry  that  pays  any  better  for  lime,  thought 
and  study  than  poultry  breeding  —  that  is,  for 
the  right  man -anyone  who  loves  the  business 
and  is  willing  to  work;  but  if  anyone  thinks 
he  can  buy  his  stock  and  then  sit  down  and 
let  his  feathered  pefs  win  him  a  fortune,  that 
person  had  better  keep  out  of  the  business. 
In  the  first  place,  you  must  have  a  warm 
house,  and  keep  it  clean.  You  must  feed 
well  and  regularly,  for  regularity  is  one  of  the 
essentials  of  successful  poultry  keeping. 
Choose  the  breed  you  like  best,  for  that  is 
generally  the  one  you  will  have  the  best  suc- 
cess with.  We  feed  three  times  daily,  giving 
a  warm  mash  in  the  morning,  boiling  the 
turnip  and  potato  parings  and  such  things, 
and  mixing  in  a  little  bran  or  middlings;  but 
we  would  never  feed  this  at  night,  but  would, 
and  do,  feed  corn  or  wheat  at  night.  About 
noon  I  feed  screenings  or  some  grain  scattered 
in  the  litter,  and  make  them  work  it  out,  as 
the  exercise  will  do  them  good  and  will  keep 
them  busy.  I  generally  feed  buckwheat  about 
three  times  a  week.  We  do  not  feed  it  oftener 
because,  like  corn,  it  is  too  fattening.  The 
morning  feed  is  put  in  troughs;  the  noon  and 
night  feed  is  scattered  over  the  floor  or  scratch- 
ing shed.  Give  them  plenty  of  cut  bone, 
oyster  shells  or  grit,  and  in  the  winter  always 
give  them  a  place  for  a  dust  bath,  for  they 
need  one  just  as  much  as  we  need  a  water 
bath.  An  open  shed,  where  they  can  be  pro- 
tected from  the  storm,  and  well  littered  with 
chafi',  is  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  poultry 
building,  as  it  gives  them  a  place  to  exercise, 
and  a  hen  is  in  her  normal  condition  when 
she  is  scratching.  Build  up  a  reputation  for 
first  class  stock  and  eggs,  and  remember  that 
the  demand  is  always  greater  than  the  supply 
—  that  is,  for  number  one  goods  — in  the 
poultry  business,  as  elsewhere.- Heebkkt 
Johnson,  in  Poultry  Monthly. 


PuUets  as  Layers. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  pullets  are  much 
more  profitable  as  layers  than  old  fowls.  It  is 
often  wise  to  keep  old  hens  because  of  their 
good  qualities  as  breeding  stock,  when  they 
are  tine  in  color,  shape,  size,  etc.,  but  they  are 
hardly  ever  profitable  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  egg  basket  for  market  purposes.  It  is 
often  well,  also,  to  keep  some  matronly  old 
"  biddies  "  that  are  reliable  as  mothers  for 
chicks,  for  the  pullets  are  apt  to  be  "young 
and  thoughtless,",  and  will  have  a  disposition 
to  neglect  maternal  duties;  but  as  layers 
simply,  a  pen  of  pullets  is  not  very  far  from 
twice  as  productive  as  the  same  number  of 
old  hens,  and  on  the  farm  where  egg  produc- 
tion is  sought  for,  no  hen  should  be  kept 
longer  than  two  years  unless  for  some  other 
reason  than  her  egg  production.  Another 
point  in  connection  with  egg  production  should 
also  be  borne  in  mind,  and  that  is  that  only 
winter  production  pays.  The  time  may  come, 
as  it  appears  to  be  coming  in  dairying,  when 
the  prices  for  winter  and  summer  will  be 
more  nearly  equalized,  but  just  now  it  is  the 
winter  egg  that  brings  a  price,  while  the 
summer  egg  does  not  repay  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction, even  though  the  cost  of  production 
in  summer  be  small.  Observance  of  these  two 
points —pullets  as  layers,  and  more  attention 
to  winter  production  —  will  go  far  to  make 
egg  production  profitable. — Homestead. 


"  The  rise  in  the  price  of  corn  makes  poultry 
breeders  set  their  backs  up  and  '  bless  Spain,' 
who,  they  say,  ought  to  have  known  better. 
Here's  what  a  Gloucestershire  fancier  wrote 
me  the  other  day:  'This  war  is  gom^  to  be 
hard  on  we  poultry  fanciers.  All  the  food  has 
gone  up,  but  the  eggs  have  gone  down;  the 
latter  here  are  twenty  a  shilling,  and  wheat 
has  gone  up  to  25s.  for  four  bushels.  They 
raise  the  price  of  corn,  but  it  seems  we  can't 
do  so  for  our  fowls  and  eggs,  but  have  to  take 
what  we  can  '  get,'  which  '  gets '  less  every 
year.'  Never  mind,  my  friend,  it  isn't  going 
to  be  a  long  business,  I  fancy,  and  when 
they've  done  blowing  one  another's  boats  up 
and  we've  another  harvest  over  our  heads, 
wheat  will  probably  be  as  cheap  as  ever." — 
RuFUS,  in  Poultry,  (Eng.) 


Before  cold  weather  sets  in  again 
why  not  go  through  your  outbuild- 
ings and  see  if  there  are  any  leaky 
^oofs,  any  shingles  or  clapboards 
coming  off,  any  cracks  that  need 
stopping  up  to  make  the  buildings 
warm 

Remember  your  stock  will  do 
better  if  kept  warm,  chickens  grow 
faster,  hens  lay  more  eggs,  coSvs 
need  less  grain  and  give  more  milk. 
The  best  roofing  and  side-covering 
to-day  is  the  celebrated  Ncponsct 
Waterproof  Red  Rope  Fabric.  It 
can  be  used  for  roofing,  covering 
sides  and  walls  of  houses,  barns, 
hen-houses,  green-houses,  hotbeds, 
haystacks,  wagon-tops,  and  ?  lany 
household  purposes.  It  is  very 
much  cheaper  than  shingles  or 
clapboards,  and  while  it  won't  last 
forever,  it  lasts  a  mighty  long  time. 
With  the  necessary  nails  and  tin 
caps  to  put  it  on,  it  only  costs  at 
the  factory  one  cent  a  square  foot. 
You  see,  a  little  goes  a  long  way. 

For  inside  lining  use  Ncponsct 
Black  Building  Paper.  It  is  much 
cheaper  than  tarred  paper,  odor- 
less, clean,  economical,  water  and 
air  tight,  and  vermin-proof. 

Full  part  ieiilars  and 
samples  free.  Write 
F,  \V.  Bird  &  Son, 
East  TV'alpole,  Mass. 
For  sale  by  Dealers 
in  Hardware,  Lum- 
ber, and  Building 
Supplies. 


I'iiij 


Chickens  Grow 


Faster  and  better  every  day  when  keiii 
free  from  lice  and  vermin.  Lice  are  not  so 
large  as  cliiclcens,  but  your  cliickens  will 
soon  succumb  to  lice  if  allowed  lo  remain 
on  them.  "  Rough  on  Lice  "  wil  I  Kill  them 
all.  5  oz.  trial  package  sent  prepaid  by 
mail  for  10  cents. 


Eggs  Grow 


More  plent  iful  every  day  when  your  hens 
are  not  irritated  by  lice.  You  caiiuol 
expect  hens  to  be  contented  and  happy  Miid 
lay  eggs  in  hot  weatlier  when  covereii  wilh 
lice.  Try  a  1  oz.  package  of  •■  Rough  on 
Lice,"  aud  get  rid  of  them.   Sure  to  kill. 


rioney  Grows. 


You  will  tind  that  every  day  your  bank 
accouut  will  grow  if  vou  use  "Rough  on 
Lice"  freely,  because  your  chickeus  will 
gi-ow,  your  "hens  lay  eggs,  and  you  will  be 
satislled  with  the  r(;sulls.  Atrial  package 
will  convince  you  of  this.   Agents  wanted. 

W.  A.  PROCTOR,  Lynn,  niass. 

HOUGHTON'S  WIRE  EGG  CARRllER. 

The  latest 
and  best  for 
B  h  i  p  p  i  n  g 
fresh  eggs  to 
market.  .Send 
stamp  for 
circular  and 
price  list  lo 
SAMirKI,  II. 
H  O  U  G  n  - 
TO  N,  H  ar- 
vai'd,  Mass., 
P.atent  appMi  d  for.  U.S.A. 


Our  yards  are  mated  for 


Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  and 

Silver  Wyandottcs. 

UTILITY. 

S.  C.  Brown  and  White  Leghorns,  Barred  Rlynioiith 
Rocks,  Silver  Wvaniloltes  and  Pekiu  Ducks.  Send 
forcircniar.   E.<D. PORTER,  Chad  wicks,  N.  Y. 


FINEST  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 
WHITE  AND  BRONZE  TURKEYS. 

I  have  a  lot  of  them  for  sale.  These  fowls  have 
taken  first  premium  at  >l:idison  Si|iiare  (iarden 
exhibition  for  live  years  in  succession,  pnd  last 
fall  won  first  at  every  sliow  «here  they  were 
exhibile<l.  Also  Ducks,  Geese,  Guineas. anil  other 
leading  varieties  of  poultry,  ^\'arrauted  incu- 
bator eggs.   Send  f<.r  ratnlogue. 

PINE  TREE  FARM, 


D.  A.  Mount,  Prn|i, 


.Tainefi))urg,  N.  J. 


THE  CROWN  for  cutting  green 

bones.  l?'or  the  poaltryman.  Best  in  the  world. 
LoweBt  in  price.   Send  for  cirnular  and  testi- 

moaiftlB.    VViUou  liroH.»  KA&iXON)  JPA. 
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Green  Wrapper 

■ri'l^  with  that  Ismm- 
Jl.OU  to  ruuew— for— 


When   You  Receive 
FAit.M-i'oULTitYin  u  (irttu 
Wnippt-r  your  subscription 
Tlierelore,  please  send  ciisli 


We  Shiill  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
time  (or  which  11  Is  paid  has  expired :  so  that  to  avoid 
colssiug  uuuiUers  allslioiild  renew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  with  you, 
and  wi- vvlll  M  ild  till  paiu  r  tu  the  tinxe  parties  a  full 
year  all  tor  ilM,  cash  or  stamps,  if  all  sent  at  onetime. 

Vhanee  in  Address— Wln-n  orderiug  a  chance  lu 
the  address.  subscrllK-rs  should  he  sure  to  nive  tiielr 
former  as  well  as  their  pre  sent  address,  or  we  cauuot 
malwe  the  change:  our  list  Is  kept  by  towus  flrsi.  , 

«  Canvassers  Wanted  in  everj-  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. T(-rms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  coni- 
mlbsloa  paid  la  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

Is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 

Fourteen  Lines  inevery  Inch  of  sin{;le column 
»pac«?.   Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 

IJI.SC011NTS  FKOm  .VBOVE  KATE  depend 
entlrelv  upon  the  amount  of  spai'e  used  by  an  adver- 
tiser witlilu  a  stated  time.   Send  for  Kate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
the  />th  and  20th  of  the  month  to  insure  insertion 
In  the  Issues  of  the  15th  or  1st,  respectively. 
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EDITORIAL. 

Dr.  Woods  Will  Help. 

Dr.  I'.  T.  Woods,  of  Stileni,  Mtis.s.,  whose 
name  is  quite  fumilitir  to  our  reailers,  bus  been 
eii|j:a,i;eil  to  assist  in  the  editorial  work  of  this 
paper. 

Dr.  Woods  is  an  e.vperienced  newspaper 
man,  an  observinj;  "  heninan,"  and  a  trained 
physician,  which  (inalities  eminently  tit  hiin 
Jor  the  duties  of  helping  in  the  editing  of  a 
practical  poultry  paper,  aud  we  congratulate 
F.-P.  readers  upon  the  pleasure  which  they 
have  before  them.  We  e.xpect  to  make  F.viiM- 
POULTKY  belter  thau  ever. 

The  R.  I.  Agricultural  College. 

We  continue  to  receive  inr|uiries  as  to  the 
poultry  class  at  the  Uho<.le  Island  Agricultural 
College,  aud  must  refer  all  such  to  the  college, 
Kingston,  U.  1.,  for  information.  We  believe 
the  class  will  begin  .lantiary  ne.vt,  and  the 
splendid  success  of  the  first  one  together  with 
the  interested  inijuiries,  indicate  a  still  better 
success  next  winter. 

An  account  of  an  editorial  visit  to  the 
college  and  inspection  of  the  poultry  plant 
appears  in  the  lirst  pages  of  this  number. 

Stopping  a  Puper. 

Wc  bave  received  several  commendations  of 
the  editorial  on  this  subject  published  on  page 
2'iG,  June  ISth  number,  but  the  following, 
from  a  Louisiana  reader,  hits  the  nail  on  the 
heatl : 

"  Am  a  subscriber  to  F.-P.,  and  think  your 
e.Kcellent  article  on  page  about  stopping 
the  paper  sliouKl  be  sent  to  the  J'ottltn/  Blaii^-, 
and,  in  fact,  to  all  the  papers  that  bother  one 
with  their  no  account  papers  and  then  threaten 
to  prosecute  you  if  you  don't  pay  up." 

What  right  have  the  publishers  of  the  "  no 
Hceount'"  papers,  (as  our  correspondent  dubs 
theni!  to  impose  them  upon  people  who  don't 
want  them,  and  then  annoy  by  threatening  to 
prosecute?  We  believe  they  have  no  "  right." 
but  the  postal  laws  give  them  an  opportunity, 
which  they  jump  at.  The  commonsense 
method  is  to  stop  the  paper  at  the  end  of  the 
paid  for  subsciiptioji;  omitting  to  renew  the 


subscription  is  practically  a  notice  that  the 
subscriber  no  longer  wants  the  paper,  and  it 
is  plain,  simple,  business  sense  (commou»'en.se) 
to  stop  it,  then  there  is  no  annoyance,  no 
•■bother."  Do  the  ''no  account"  papers 
think  they  gain  anything  by  sending  and  send- 
ing their  papers  after  the  subscription  has 
e.vpired,  and  then  threatening  to  bring  suit? 
They  are  greatly  mistaken  if  they  do  think  so. 
We  would  advise  anyone  threatened  with 
such  a  suit  to  tell  the  paper  man  to  go  ahead. 
He  isn't  likely  to  spend  §25  to  get  one  or  two 
dollars,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  nine-tenths 
of  them  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  out  the 
costs  of  a  suit;  the  very  ones  that  make  such 
threats  are  too  poor  to  think  of  bringing  suit. 

To  anyone  who  is  annoyed  by  receiving  a 
paper  he  does  not  want,  we  would  say:  you 
can  stop  it  by  simply  refusing  to  take  it  from 
the  post  office;  hand  it  back  to  the  postmaster, 
and  tell  him  you  don't  want  it.  The  post- 
master is  then  obliged  (by  his  instructions)  to 
notify  the  publisher  that  bis  paper  "  is  refused, 
aud  lies  dead  at  that  office,"  and  that  ends  it. 

What  Is  an  Editor's  Duty  ? 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  party  in 
Columbus,  O.,  who  gives  us  the  worst  "call 
down "  it  was  ever  our  good  fortune  to 
receive,  and  it  is  all  because  he  thinks  we 
have  been  unjust  to  the  Black  Miuorcas.  It  is 
far  too  long  to  quote  in  full,  but  he  says  that 
the  editor  of  this  paper  is  a  granny,"  and 
FAli.M-PoULTKY  "  a  baby  paper,''  all  because 
we  do  not  boom  3linorcas  as  the  best  breed 
on  earth.  He  thinks  we  are  right  on  the 
utility  point,  and  says:  "On  that  point  I 
agree  with  you,  as  I  am  a  utility  man,  and  for 
that  reason  I  keep  Minorcas  aud  take  F.-P. 
Place  the  Minorcas  on  an  equality  with  the 
Kocks  and  AVyaudottes,  aud  far  above  your 
little  pimples  of  Leghorns.  AVhy  do  you  put 
Leghorns  above  Minorcas  when  you  know 
they  cannot  compare  with  them  in  number  of 
eggs,  and  by  any  possibility  in  size  of  eggs? 
*  ♦  *  Which  is  best  for  a  greenhorn  to  handle, 
fowls  for  eggs  or  fowls  for  broilers?  Eggs 
every  time,  and  I  have  had  Rocks  that 
wouldn't  lay  if  you  fed  them  all  the  ways  and 
means  in  the  last  fifty  F.-P.s.'' 

We  would  like  to  call  our  friend's  attention 
to  the  many  good  things  we  have  said  in  favor 
of  Miuorcas,  such  as  the  article  on  Black 
Miuorcas,  page  410,  Dec.  15th  number,  and 
many  others;  but  we  must  beg  him  to  allow 
us  to  dill'er  from  him  as  to  the  Minorcas  being 
so  very  much  superior  to  the  Leghorns  as 
layers,  aud  being  anywhere  near  as  profitable 
as  birds  like  the  Kocks  und  "Wyandottes, 
which  are  not  only  good  layers  but  excellent 
table  poultry. 

In  conducting  F.-P.  as  we  do,  we  use  our 
best  judgment  as  to  what  are  the  most  popular 
varieties,  the  most  widely  bred  and  best  sell- 
ing. We  speak  over  and  over  again  of  the 
Leghorns  and  Minorcas  being  the  greatest 
layers.  The  reason  we  usually  put  Leghorns 
ahead  of  Minorcas  is  because  they  are  much 
the  more  popular,  and  are  more  widely  bred 
than  the  Miuorcas.  Juilgiug  by  the  advertise- 
ments in  the  many  papers  which  come  to  our 
desk,  and  by  personal  observation,  we  would 
say  that,  taking  the  country  through,  there 
are  five  Leghorns  to  one  Minorca,  hence  it 
seems  to  us  no  more  than  right  that  in  speak- 
ing of  the  two  varieties  at  one  time  we  name 
the  leader  first.  The  same  condition  applies 
in  England,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
table  of  the  best  selling  varieties  on  five  great 
poultry  farms  in  England,  page  37-1,  Xov.  1, 
'97,  F.-P.  Two  of  the  five  rank  the  Leghorns 
as  first  among  their  good  .sellers,  only  oue  of 
them  puts  B.  Minorcjis  first,  and  so  on. 

W'e  are  obliged  to  difl'er  from  our  Ohio 
friend  also  on  the  questimi  of  profit.  Good 
layers  and  the  best  of  table  poultry  pay 
us  the  best  all  the  year  round  2>rt)dt,  and  we 
believe  the  same  conditions  would  apply  in 
the  main  throughout  the  country.  We  believe 
a  great  majority  of  the  poultry  keepers  of  the 
west,  who  are  sending  so  many  carloads  of 
poor  poultry  to  the  eastern  markets,  would 
make  a  much  belter  profit  if  they  would  follow 
the  plan  we  advise,  of  considering  both  eggs 
and  meat.  AVe  may  be  wrong  iu  this;  we 
have  been  wrong  more  than  once  (and  expect 
to  be  once  or  twice  more  if  we  live),  but 
we  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  edit  this 
paper  in  the  manner  which  we  believe  is  for 
the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number. 


Fancy  and  Utility  Again. 

"Our  old  friend  residing  at  Ilammontou, 
X.  J.,  the  lion.  Michael  K.  Boyer,  while 
dodging  the  green  back  flies  and  dynamite-like 
mosquitoes,  picks  up  many  ideas.  For 
instance,  he  has  formulated  a  broiler  standard, 
which  he  publishes  in  A  Few  ifeJis,  for  .June. 
W^e  reprint  it  below  : 

Head  —  .Short. 

Breast —  Broad,  deep,  full. 

Comb  —  Small  (rose  or  pea). 

Weight  —  14  to  2  pounds  each. 

Body  —  Short,  deep,  well  rounded. 

Back — Short,  bi'oad  and  flat  at  the  shoulders. 

Color  of  skin  —  Rich  yellow  ;  free  from  pin 
feathers. 

Legs  — .Short  and  stout  thighs;  short  aud 
stout  shanks;  free  from  feathers;  bright 
yellow  in  color. 

"  We  have  no  particular  objection  to  the 
standard,  excepting  the  color  of  the  skin  and 
the  shape  of  the  comb.  Consumers,  as  a  rule, 
do  not  care  a  '•  tinker's  dam  "  whether  comb 
is  single,  rose,  pea,  or  any  other  shape  or  style, 
neither  do  they  care  what  the  color  of  the  skin 
is.  What  they  do  care  for  is  a  plump  juicy 
little  chicken  that  tickles  the  palate  with  satis- 
faction ." — American  Fa n c ier. 

And  cannot  you  see,  friend  Drevenstedt, 
that  the  converse  is  equally  true,  and  that  the 
great  army  of  consumers,  (fully  nine  hundred 
aud  ninety-nine  out  of  every  thousand)  don't 
care  a  "continental"  (that's  a  better  word 
thau  tinker's  d — u),  whether  a  bird  is  "  blue 
barred  to  the  skin,''  or  has  the  correct  stripe 
in  hackle  and  saddle,  if  it  gives  "'a  plump 
juicy  little  chicken  to  tickle  the  palate,"  or 
makes  a  pullet  that  produces  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  to  two  hundred  eggs  within  a 
year  of  reaching  laying  maturity. 

The  great  majority  of  the  people  want 
"  utility  ■'  fowls. 

Cheap  Coops. 

Our  sometime  correspondent,  Mrs.  Xorys, 
is  rtiuniiig  a  series  of  articles  in  the  Feather, 
in  which  we  find  some  rather  remarkable 
figuring.  Speaking  of  getting  a  start  by  buy- 
ing fifteen  common  hens,  she  says:  —  "If 
nine  of  these  should  hatch  two  clutches  each, 
say  eighteen  chickens,  aud  one  hundred  and 
forty  of  these  were  raised,  the  flock  would  be 
likely  to  number  somewhere  about  .seventy- 
five  pullets  in  the  fall.  Some  of  these  would 
be  so  late  as  to  be  of  little  value  for  laying 
before  the  following  February  or  3Iarcb,  but 
the  expeuditure  would  have  been  limited  to 
the  cost  of  the  original  hens,  and  81  for  coops, 
plus  the  food  for  the  whole  flock." 

That  would  be  pretty  good  work  for  an 
amateur  (or  a  professional,  either)  to  hatch 
one  hundred  and  si.xty-two  chickens  from 
eighteen  clutches  (nine  hens  sitting  twice 
each) ;  but  how  about  raising  one  hundred 
and  forty  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  hatched  ? 

Do  you  do  that,  Mrs.  Xorys? 

However,  what  we  started  to  ask  is  how 
she  can  coop  one  hundred  aud  sixty-two 
chickens  at  a  cost  of  only  §1.  That  is  wonder- 
fully cheap  cooping.  It  suggests  the  reply  of 
the  Dutchman  who  was  urged  to  accept  salva- 
tion "  without  mouey  and  without  price,"  aud 
said,  "  'Tis  too  sheep  to  begooti  " 

As  To  Show  Dates. 

A  correspondent  asks  us  why  we  do  not 
publish  the  dates  of  shows  to  occur,  and  the 
answer  is  simply  that  we  cannot  spare  the 
space  to  publish  them  now,  so  long  time  before 
the  regular  show  season.  About  October  1st 
we  will  make  up  a  list  of  the  most  important 
shows  to  occur,  ai)d  run  it  probably  once  a 
month ;  but  we  think  it  hardly  essential  that 
we  give  up  the  sptice  to  it  now,  because  we 
very  much  want  the  space  for  important  read- 
ing matter,  reading  matter  that  will  be  helpful 
and  instructive  to  a  majority  of  our  readers. 

F.vim-PoULTRY  is  not  a  fancy  poultry 
paper,  and  show  dtites  belong  more  especially 
to  those  papers,  o.f  which  the  American 
Fancier,  Johnstown,  X.  Y.,  is  easily  first. 
Anyone  particularly  interested  in  show  dates 
and  news  should  have  that  paper,  (which,  by 
the  way,  we  club  with,  and  will  send  the 
American  Fancier  one  year  and  Fak.m- 
Pofi.TUY  one  year,  for  §1.10) ;  then  they  will 
get  it  all  iu  the  most  correct  form. 

A  complete  list  of  show  dates  would  fill 


about  a  column  and  a  half  of  our  space,  three 
columns  a  month,  or  nine  columns  in  the 
three  months  of  July,  August  and  September 
To  run  such  a  list  in  those  months  would 
mean  that  nine  columns  of  other  matter  was 
crowded  out,  and  we  want  that  nine  columns 
for  instructive  helpful  matter.  Of  course  it 
would  be  "  a  snap ''  for  the  editor  aud  printer 
to  make  up  such  a  list,  keep  it  standing  and 
run  it  right  along;  that  would  save  the  editor 
the  task  of  writing  or  finding  just  so  much 
copy,  and  save  the  composition  bill  for  setting 
so  much  copy;  but  it  would  defraud  the 
readers  of  so  much  reading  matter,  and  we 
are  considering  the  interest  of  the  readerb, 
not  the  interest  of  the  editor  and  printer. 

Send  in  Your  Standard  Orders. 

The  new  Standard  will  be  ready  for  mailing 
this  month,  and  you  will  want  it  before  the 
fall  fairs  come  on.  Send  in  your  order,  and 
we  will  mail  you  a  copy  directly  it  is  ready. 

The  changes  are  considerable,  and  as  this 
edition  has  been  '  Uted  with  great  care  by  Mr. 
Drevenstedt,  who  is  both  an  experienced 
editor  and  an  expert  poultry  judge,  it  ought 
to  be  about  as  near  right  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  it.  Send  us  the  §1,  and  we  will  mail 
you  a  copy  of  the  new  Standard. 

Or,  we  will  send  FAR:M-Pofi,TRY  one  year 
and  the  new  Sttindard  for  SI. 75. 


A  Few  Conipliiuents. 


GetE    Pointers"  From  It. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  my  investment  iu  a 
year's  subscription  to  FaI!.m-Poultky,  and 
can  depend  upon  it  for  poiuters.     L.  E.  V 

Rockton,  111. 

A  Help  in  Trouble. 

As  your  valuable  paper  has  helped  me  ou 
of  several  troubles,  I  take  the  liberty  to  bother 
you  with  a  question.  AV.  S. 

Baldwins,  L.  I.,  X.  Y. 

Is  the  Best  in  America. 

I  have   been    buying  Far.m-Pol"LTRY  at 
news-depots  for  a  year  and  a  half  past,  but 
have  concluded  to  subscribe  in  the  regula 
way,  aud  induced  a  friend  to  join  me.  F.-P 
is  the  best  poultry  paper  in  America,  and 
have  tried  a  good  many.  J.  B.  M. 

Tacoma,  Wash. 

It  is  the  Best. 

I  have  been  receiving  your  paper  since 
October,  '97,  and  I  tun  very  well  pleased  wit 
it.   It  is  the  best  of  its  kind  that  I  have  eve 
seen,  ;md  1  look  forward  every  mail  for  my 
FARM-PofLTKY.    It  is  full  of  good  practical 
information.  J.  AV. 

Peakhurst,  Sydney,  X.  S.  AA'. 

Likes  the  Experiment  Club. 

Y'our  Experimental  Club  is  a  mighty  good 
thing;  certainly  the  best  idea  in  poultry  educa- 
tion I  have  heard  of.  I  think  you  have  struck 
a  regular  Klondike  of  useful  information,  and 
increased  the  value  of  your  paper  fully  fifty 
per  cent.  1  always  read  your  paper  with 
much  interest,  but  the  Ex.  Club  report  is  the 
first  I  turn  to.  C.  K.  S. 

AVagga  AVagga,  X.  S.  AV.,  Australia. 


Com  contains  SO  per  cent  fat  and  heat 
elements,  hence  is  no  egg  food.  A\'e  must 
not  gauge  ecouomy  by  cheapness.  Corn 
may  be  the  cheapest  ration  ;is  far  as  dollars 
and  cents  is  concerned,  in  its  market  value, 
but  it  undoubtedly  is  a  dear  egg  food,  for  it 
cannot  produce  what  is  wanted,  says  Dr.  G. 
M.  Twitchell.  Ftirniers  have  the  idea  that 
corn  will  make  eggs,  and  for  proof  point  to 
the  fact  that  their  hens  get  nothing  else,  but 
they  forget  to.  note  that  their  stock  are  allowed 
perfect  freedom,  that  they  gather  much  io 
their  foraging  trips.  AVorms,  bugs,  grass, 
wheat,  oats  and  what  not  are  found  on  the 
daily  trips  of  the  feathered  tribe.  So  it  is  not 
the  corn,  but  the  variety  of  other  feed  the 
hens  collect  that  make  eggs,  and  the  former 
gets  the  credit.  The  cheapest  egg  food,  then, 
is  that  which  gives  us  the  most  eggs;  such  a 
quantity  of  food,  too,  as  will  be  thoroughly 
digested  aud  assimilated. — American  Fan- 
cier. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents, 


Correspondents  tcho  enclose  stamps  for  reply  receive 
immediate  ayisicers  by  mail.  When  no  stamps  are 
enclosed  questions  which  are  of  general  interest  and 
have  not  recently  appeared  here  are  printed  with 
answers  in  his  department.  Seferal  correspondents 
sometimes  write  at  alion  I'  he  same  time  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Of  course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  fur  your  i7iil>ats 
and  residence. 


Cut  Bune  Tainted. 

Mr.  Editor :— A  man  comes  aroiiml  wllli  lUU  boue  to 
6cU  about  once  a  wci'k.  ll  always  siiifUs  bail;  tlic 
last  hf  broiit'lit  bad  iij.agKols  Iti  it.  A  Utile  ot  it 
would  not  liurt,  would  it  ?  il-  1*. 

1{>  o  Btacb,  N.  H. 

Don't  use  it.  Tainted  bone  or  meat  will 
upset  tlie  tligestiou  uiul  start  (.lyseutery. 

Bone  sbotikl  be  absolutely  fresli  and  sweet 
to  be  good  food,  and  it  is  a  niistalie  to  feed  it 
tainted,  especially  after  it  was  so  rotten  there 
were  maggots  in  it. 


marking;  Chicks,  and  Meat  Meal. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Will  you  ploase  lell  me  bow  to 
mark  young  chielieus? 

•id.  May  I  ask  wbat  meat  meal  you  use  forcblekeu 
food?  1  have  been  using  boue  meal  lu  mucb  smaller 
quanlities  than  you  advise  for  meat  meal.  Would 
you  use  the  same  proportion  ot  bone  meal  as  meal 
meal?  Mrs.  S.J.  H. 

East  Provideuee  Center,  11. 1. 

l>t.  The  best  way  to  mark  young  chickens 
is  to  punch  a  small  hole  in  the  webof  the  foot, 
and  you  can  get  a  chicken  marker  at  thisoflice 
for  twenty-five  cents.  See  the  illustrated  arti- 
cle, "Punch  Marking  Chickens,"  page  228, 
June  15,  1S9T,  FAUM-roui/ruY. 

2d.  Any  of  the  advertised  meat  meals  are 
good,  —  B.  B.  and  B.,  Bowker's  animal  meal, 
Bradley's  meat  meal,  also  beef  scraps.  A 
very  good  brand  of  the  latter  is  manufactured 
iu  Providence. 

No,  we  would  not  use  nearly  so  large  a  pro- 
portion of  bone  meal  as  meat  meal,  as  it  would 
be  too  heavy  a  ration,  and  would  probably 
scour  the  chicks.  The  ordinary  meat  meals 
contain  about  thirty  per  cent  of  boue,  most  of 
the  remainder  being  meat,  which  is  an  animal 
food. 


Caring  Clover.  Ducks  Don't  I.ay. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Wben  should  clover  be  cut  to  be 
put  away  in  barrels  for  winter  use  among  fowls? 

2d.  Why  dou't  my  ducUs  lay?  Tbey  are  early 
hatched  Tekins  from  good  stock.  Tliey  have  a  large 
grass  plot  for  a  run,  and  plenty  of  fresh  water  for 
drink;  gel  all  tbey  will  eat  up  clean  of  masb  made  of 
cooked  vegetables,  ground  oats,  and  corn  for  break- 
fast, oats  for  supper.  Have  been  gelling  from  one  to 
lour  eggs  per  day  from  ten  ducks.  During  the  monib 
of  April  tbey  didn't  lay  auy  eggs.  Two  of  the  ducks 
died  last  week.  It  seems  as  though  a  part  of  the  egg 
passage  had  been  forced  out,  and  became  inflamed  and 
bled.  Two  days  later  the  ducks  died.  M'bat  do  you 
tliiok  was  the  cause? 

3d.  My  hens  eat  eggs.  I  fed  them  egg  shells  filled 
with  a  paste  of  cayenne  pepperand  water,  but  ihey  ate 
so  much  of  it  tliat  II  was  more  expensive  than  the 
eggs.  I  darkened  their  nests,  and  find  that  tliemost 
efl'ective,  but  they  still  eat  a  few.  F.  W. 

Sprlngville,  N.  Y. 

1st.  It  can  be  cut  and  cured  at  any  time, 
but  probably  the  best  time  to  cut  it  for  poul- 
try Isjust  as  it  begins  to  bloom. 

2d.  If  you  will  feed  your  ducks  mash  or 
corn  for  supper  you  will  soon  have  them  lay- 
ing better.  The  protrusion  of  the  egg  passage 
may  be  partially  due  to  the  diet. 

3d.  Make  the  nests  perfectly  dark,  and  egg 
eating  will  soon  cease. .. 


Neponget  Sheathing  Paper. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  going  to  build  a  poultry  bouse, 
the  roof  of  which  will  be  forty-four  feet  long  and 
eleven  feet  wide.  Would  it  be  policy  to  use  botli  the 
black  Neponset  sheathing  and  the  Xeponset  red  rope 
roofing,— or  would  the  latter  be  sufflcleut  in  this 
latitude  ? 

Where  can  It  be  had  iu  Philadelphia?  I  want  to 
learn  something  concerning  the  cost,  and  get  samples 
of  same  to  show  carpenter.  It  is  my  intention  to 
use  boards  for  the  sides,  and  nail  strips  where  the 
boards  come  together.  Won't  that  answer  the  pur- 
pose in  this  climate?  If  by  so  doing  I  am  ciimmitling 
apossible  error,  idease  correct  me  and  oblige, 

Holmsburg,  Phila.,  Penn.  A.C.  W 

Yes,  it  would  be  good  policy  to  use  a  sheath- 
ing paper  under  the  iJeponset  red  rope  roof- 
ing, for  this  reason  :  the  sheathing  paper  will 
protect  the  roofing  paper  from  puncture  by 
slivers,  or  nail  points,  or  uneven  edges,  and  is 
a  decided  advantage  on  both  roof  and  walls. 
It  is  not  essential  that  the  sheathing  paper  be 
black  Neponset;  any  good  shealing  paper  will 


do,  and  we  h;ive  the  impression  that  a  very 
good  sheathing  paper  can  be  bought  for  a 
dollar  a  roll. 

We  do  not  know  the  names  of  dealers  in 
I'liihulelphia;  it  is  usually  sold  by  dealers  in 
building  material  and  liardware.  If  you  will 
write  the  makers,  Messrs.  F.  W.  Bird  it  Sons, 
East  Walpole,  Mass.,  they  will  tell  you  of 
dealers  iu  Philadelphia  who  sell  it,  and' will 
send  you  samples  by  mail  if  you  ask  them. 

We  think  you  are  making  an  error  in  using 
boards  for  the  sides,  and  nailing  strips  over 
the  cracks;  that  would  do  very  well  for  a 
little  while,  the  first  year  perhaps,  but  shrink- 
ing and  swelling  would  soon  start  the  battens 
and  open  up  cracks.  We  would  strongly 
advise  your  ptitling  llie  p:ipcr  on  the  walls  as 
well  as  on  the  roof.  Think  you  will  get  much 
belter  results,  and  a  wind  and  water  proof 
building. 


House  Plans. 

.Mr.  Editor:—  lam  considering  plans  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  poultry  house  to  accommodate  five  hundred 
to  six  hundred  fowls.  I  understand  you  are  publisb- 
iug  in  FAiiM-PoULTUY  several  plans  for  building 
bouses.  If  so,  please  send  me  those  papers. 

How  many  layers  would  it  be  policy  to  put  in  a  pen 
SxlOfeet,  Willi  a  yard  run  of  8x75  feet? 

Peeksklll,  N.  Y.  W.  T.H. 

You  will  find  the  best  house  plan  on  page 
219,  June  15th  F.-P.  That  plan  contemplates 
twenty-five  head  of  laying  stock  in  a  roosting 
room  8  X  10,  and  scratching  shed  10  x  10,  with 
a  yard  run  18  x  125;  butia  still  better  yard  run 
would  be  short  yards  18  x  50,  and  a  grassed 
yard  36  x  75  abutting  upon  two  of  the  shorter 
yards,  and  one  pen  let  have  the  run  of  this 
large  yard  every  other  day. 

We  would  not  put  over  ten  birds  in  a  pen 
SxlOfeetiu  size;  that  would  mean  fifty  or 
sixty  pens  for  five  hundred  or  six  hundred 
birds,  which  would  mean  four  hundred  run- 
ning feet  of  bouse  for  five  hundred  birds,  and 
we  thiukitwould  be  wiser  to  build  two  houses 
of  two  hundred  feet  length  rather  than  one 
extremely  long  house.  We  believe  it  would 
be  still  wiser  to  build  the  scratching  shed  plan 
of  house,  as  given  in  June  15th  number,  and  put 
twenty-five  birds  in  a  pen,  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  running  feet  of  such  a  house 
accommodating  four  hundred  birds. 


We  Have  Imi>roved  on  the  Old  Plan. 

Mr. Editor:  —  I  am  going  to  build  a  poultry  house 
this  summer.  Would  you  advise  any  alleratious  iu 
the  plan  you  gave  us  in  the  first  number  of  Farm- 
PoULTiiv,  September,  18S9?  I  do  not  understand 
about  those  scratching  sheds  with  the  curtained  fronts. 
I  keep  White  Leghorns  for  eggs,  principally  for 
batching  iu  tlie  season. 

Nine  years  no  doubt  suggests  to  you  improvements 
in  that  old  plan,  so  please  give  me  an  up-to-date  plan, 
that  is,  if  the  jdau  referred  to  can  be  improved  on.  I 
want  it  so  I  can  use  the  Eureka  nest  box  in  my  pens. 

Trustlug  the  next  nine  years  will  bring  forth  still 
furlbi  r  improvements  in  your  paper,  I  remain,  etc. 

Hermauville,  P.E.  I.  J.  A.M. 

Nine  years  is  a.long  time,  and  has  shown 
many  improvements  in  poultry  knowledge  and 
l)oultry  house  plans.  We  reprint,  in  June  15th 
F.-P.,  plans  of  an  open  front  scratching  shed 
house,  which  are  as  much  in  advance  of  the 
old  closed  pen  plans  which  you  refer  to,  as 
these  are  ahead  of  no  house  at  all,  and  we  urge 
you,  as  we  urge  everybody  who  comtemplates 
building, to  build  upon  these  plans.  Thehinged 
curtains  to  close  the  fronts  of  the  sheds  give 
one  absolute  control  of  the  fresh  air,  ventila- 
tion, etc.,  of  the  pens,  and  in  winter  allows 
the  birds  having  a  sun  bath  and  fresh  air  at 
the  discretion  of  the  attendant.  By  all  means 
build  on  the  scratching  shed  plan,  ' 


Probablj'  Indigestion. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  kindly  tell  me  what  is  the 
matter  with  my  chicks,  ])arlicularly  Houdans?  This 
morning,  or  ratlier  last  nigbt,  when  I  left  the  coops  I 
bad  just  fourleft  outof  fifteen.  They  seemed  dump- 
ish, crop  is  distended,  filled  with  a  frothy  matter,  the 
birds  do  not  care  to  eitlier  cat  or  drink,  but  gasj)  until 
tbey  die.  I  tried  all  the  remedies  I  could  read  about, 
dillerent  remedies  on  dlfi'erent  birds,  with  same  result. 
Every  once  in  a  while  the  birds  will  make  tlie  most 
pitiful  "peep,"  as  tliougli  in  pain.  In  one  ease  I  gave 
a  little  nux  vomica,  in  another  a  drop  of  castor  oil 
with  a  little  pepper,  while  a  third  a  ijuinine  pill  witli 
the  pepper.  The  gasping  misled  me;  I  tliougbt  It 
gapes,  so  added  a  bit  of  cami>bor  in  anothercase;  but, 
as  I  said,  I  hope  I  have  four  well  birds  out  of  the 
fltteen. 

I  am  trying  to  be  very  courageous,  as  that?  is  a 
necessary  element  in  poultry  raising.  When  the  cen- 
sus man  came  around  to  take  account  of  stock,  he 
asked  bow  many  birds  I  bad.  "  Well," said  I,  "if  you 
will  say  had.  perhaps  I  might  answer,  but  at  the  rate 
I  have  lost  them  I  really  do  not  know."  Of  course. 


we  must  lake  iuto  consideration  the  aiiful  weather. 
It  couldn't  have  come  from  their  being  on  damp 
ground.  There  were  boards  in  tlieir  Utile  coops  with 
ben  to  shelter  them.  Those  I  had  in  an  oul-of-door 
brooder  are  weatlieriiig  the  storm  bravely;  that  Is, 
were  all  right  yesterday.  Auy  lielj)  iu  the  illleuinia 
most  gratefully  received.  Mrs.  J. 

Whitman,  Mass. 

This  looks  like  a  case  of  indigestion  from 
lack  of  grit.  We  have  recommended  again  and 
again  th;it  a  smtill  pinch  of  grit  be  mixed  into 
the  food  of  little  chicks  for  the  first  week  or 
ten  days,  and  we  think  if  this  had  been  done 
Mrs.  J.  would  not  have  had  her  trouble. 

Some  years  ago  we  thought  we  iiad  a  "sure 
enough"  case  of  gapes.  We  found  a  chicken 
gasping,  and  we  thought  we  had  got  them, 
sure.  After  trying  to  dislodge  the  gape 
worms  with  the  usual  feather,  and  succeed- 
ing in  killing  the  chick,  we  carefully  dissected 
the  throat  and  windpipe  without  finding  a 
suspicion  of  a  gape  worm,  but  we  did  find  the 
crop  and  gizzard  both  crammed  full  of  food, 
without  a  bit  of  grit  to  help  digest  the  food, 
and  the  loss  of  that  chick  taught  us  an  impor- 
tant lesson,  namely,  the  absolute  necessity  of 
little  chicks  having  some  grit  mi.\ed  in  then- 
food.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  help 
themselves,  perhaps  do  not  know  enough, 
and  as  the  food  in  the  gizzard  remains  undi- 
gested or  passes  into  the  bowels  in  a  more  or 
less  undigested  state,  they  are  still  hungry , 
their  system  craves  food,  and  they  continue 
eating  because  of  that  craving,  until  they 
actually  die  of  suflbcation,  crammed  with  food. 
AVe  think  that  was  the  trouble  with  Mrs.  J.'s 
chickens. 


Canker  and  Chicken  Pox. 

I\Ir.  Editor :— I  liave  a  flock  of  about  three  liiiudred 
cliicUeus,  anil  there  is  a  disease  among  them  wbieli  I 
must  cure  if  possible.  At  first  red  bunches  appear 
over  the  eyes  or  on  tlie  under  side  of  tlie  bill,  then 
tbey  scab  over  and  crack  open.  Inside  tlie  mouth, 
and  especially  in  tlie  corners',  there  is  a  whitish  clieesy 
growtli.  I  think  it  Is  contagious,  and  am  sure  it  is 
fatal.  The  pimples  appear  all  over  the  bead. 

The  feed  tbey  get  is:  — mash  composed  of  meal, 
ground  oats  and  shorts ;  table  refuse,  fresh  every  day 
from  a  first  class  boarding  house  near  by;  cracked 
corn  and  wheat,  and  meat  when  I  can  get  it.  Their 
drinking  founlaius  are  rinsed  out  and  filled  every  day, 
and  their  dishes  cleaned. 

Tbey  have  free  grass  run,  and  plenty  of  shade.  If 
you  can  tell  me  what  the  trouble  is  and  how  to  cure 
it  I  shall  be  iu  debt  to  you  greatly.  I  started  in  the 
poultry  business  last  fall,  and  have  had  pottr  success, 
aud  got  quite  discouraged,  as  I  liave  lost  a  good  many 
chicks,  but  I  think  I  can  get  a  fresh  start  this  fall,  and 
think  I  sliall  do  better  then.  H.  M.  J. 

Lynn,  Mass. 

The  cheesy  growth  in  the  mouth  is  probably 
canker.  Wash  their  mouths  out  twice  a  day 
until  cured  with  a  solution  composed  of 
hydrogen  dio.Kide  one  part,  water  two  parts. 
The  red  bunches  are  either  due  to  chicken 
pox  or  to  the  bites  of  mosquitoes  or  fleas. 
Wash  the  affected  parts  with  warm  water  and 
soap  twice  a  day,  and  apply  to  the  sores  a  very 
little  one  per  cent  carbolated  vaseline. 


Something  Wrong  in  Kentucky, 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  four  dilTereut  breed  of  chickens, 
viz:  B.  Plymouth  Kock,  B.  Leghorn,  Partridge 
Cochin,  and  Pit  Game.  The  eggs  of  each  variety 
hatched  well,  except  quitea  number  of  B.  Leghorns 
died  in  llie  sliell ;  none  of  the  other  breeds  did  so,  A 
large  number  of  B.  Rocks  were  notable  to  walk; 
their  heads  were  thrown  back,  and  every  time  one 
would  try  to  walk  he  would  fall  over  backwards,  and 
would  die  within  a  few  hours  after  taklug  them  from 
the  nest.  My  Games  batched  well,  (about  three  dozen 
of  them  were  hatched  in  April) ;  about  two  weeks  siuce 
they  coiiimcnced  dying,  and  I  have  lost  about  twenty- 
five  of  them.  They  droop,  sit  around  and  sleep  for  a 
day  or  two  before  tbey  die.  I  have  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  young  cliickens  of  the  difl-erent  breeds, 
nearly  every  mother  has  a  few  of  each  breed  with  her. 
Tbey  liave  all  bad  exactly  the  same  attention. 

1st.  Wliatmade  the  Leghorn  die  in  the  shell? 

'2d.  What  made  the  P.  Rocks  fall  backwards,  aud 
at  no  lime  be  able  to  walk  ? 

3d!  Why  are  my  Pit  Game  all  dying,  aud  the  rest 
of  my  chickens  are  all  healthy? 

All  of  my  Cocliiu  eggs  have  hatched.'that  is  about 
ninety  per  cent  of  lheni,and  I  have  lost  none  of  tliem 
except  three  or  four,  which  were  accidentally  killed. 
My  hens  with  their  broods  are  separated  from  tlie 
other  hens.  They  have  unlimited  range,  and  are  fed 
three  times  a  day  on  corn  meal  and  wheat  bran  ot 
about  equal  parts.  They  have  plenty  of  fresh  water, 
and  roost  iu  difTerent  places.  L.  F.  J. 

Frankfort,  Ky. 

1st  iind  2d.  We  do  not  know.  It  seems  to 
us  that  there  must  be  something  radically 
wrong  with  the  breeding  stock.  Possibly  the 
slock  was  unwisely  inbred,  or  else  not  in 
proper  condition.  It  is  hardly  possible  to 
answer  such  questions  satisfactorily,  as 
information  given  is  so  meagre. 

3il.  Firstly,  corn  meal  ;ind  wheat  bran, 
equal  p;irts,  fed  three  times  a  day,  is  not 


proper  food  for  young  chicks,  especially  iu 
the  soutl).  See  "  How  We  Hatch  and  Kaise 
Chickens,"  in  Fakm-Poultuy  for  March 
15th,  1S97. 

Secondly,  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  raise 
several  varieties  of  chickens,  giving  all  exactly 
the  same  treatment,  and  have  a  fair  degree  of 
success.  Such  a  case  is  the  exception,  not 
the  rule.  Brown  Leghorns,  Plymouth  Kocks, 
Pit  Games  and  Partridge  Cochins  are  varieties 
widely  diflerent,  and  of  necessity  their  wants 
difler.  We  should  not  e.xpect  to  succeed 
with  them  if  we  gave  all  exactly  the  same 
treatment.  Our  experience  with  Games  is 
limited,  but  we  have  found  them  quite  sus- 
ceptible to  colds  and  to  digestive  troubles; 
this  suggests  a  cause  for  Mr.  J.'s  chicks  dying 
off  when  a  few  weeks  old.  The  apparent 
success  with  Cochins  is  not  surprising.  Coch- 
ins are  very  hardy,  and  will  stand  almost 
anything.  In  fifteen  years  of  experience  with 
Cochins  we  do  not  remember  having  lost 
more  than  three  or  four  Cochin  chicks  by  dis- 
ease; nearly  every  loss  was  from  accident. 

Thirdly,  we  should  not  expect  to  succeed 
with  the  above  named  varieties  if  we  had 
chicks  of  each  breed  in  the  brood  of  one 
mother.    'I'hat  would  be  expecting  too  much. 

Fourthly,  is  it  not  probable  that  part  of  the 
trouble  is  due  to  lice?  Lice,  chicks  and  a  h»t 
climate  are  a  poor  con)bin;ttion  to  draw  suc- 
cess from. 


Siamese  Twin  Turkey  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:-  I  am  an  interested  reader  of  your  val- 
uable paper,  and  seeing  in  it  some  accounts  of  freaks 
and  monstrosities,  tliougbt  I  would  tell  you  of  a  case 
wliicli  happened  here.  A  clutch  of  thirteen  turkey 
eggs  was  placed  under  alien.  Tliey  all  batched  out 
but  two,  and  out  ot  curiosity  one  was  opeued  to  see 
what  the  trouble  was,  aud  there  was  a  pair  of  |)er- 
fectly  formed  turks,  but  they  were  joined  together  at 
the  abdomen.  The  point  of  contact  was  about  three- 
fourlhsof  an  inch  iu  diameter.  Tlie  other  egg  con- 
tained another  pair  which  looked  exactly  like  the 
first.  The  eggs  were  all  of  normal  size,  and  I  do  not 
think  they  could  have  been  double  yolked.  Is  it 
necessary  for  an  egg  to  be  double  yolked  to  produce 
a  pair  of  chicks? 

Does  it  not  indicate,  in  this  case,  that  those  eggs 
were  laid  by  the  same  hen,  and  that  slie  had  some 
deraugement  of  her  generative  organs? 

Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  A.  L.T. 

Twin  chicks  are  not  so  very  uncommon. 
We  believe  that  they  are  only  develojied  in 
double  yolked  eggs.  The  hen  probably  had  a 
temporary  derangement  of  the  reproductive 
organs.  The  eggs  may  have  been  hiid  by  the 
same  hen,  although  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  they  were. 


Not  Feeding  Right.   Need  Grit. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  My  hens  have  looseness  of  the 
bowels.  I  do  not  understand  the  cause  of  the  trouble-. 
I  have  been  trying  to  follow  up  your  system  of  feed- 
ing as  much  as  I  could,  and  considering  the  short 
time  that  I  have  been  a  subscriber,  I  think  I  have 
succeeded  very  well.  I  feed  the  morning  mash  com- 
posed of  table  scraps,  aud  part  of  the  scraps  arc  meat 
most  every  day,  and  equal  parts  of  bran,  corn  meal 
and  middlings  cooked  all  together  at  night, and  fed  in 
the  morning,  Tlie  noon  meal  is  oats;  buckwheat  at 
night.  1  keep  fresh  water  before  them  three  limes  a 
day;  for  grit  tbey  have  old  plaster  before  them 
all  the  time,  and  also  a  box  of  oyster  shells,  and 
charcoal;  for  green  food  they  have  free  run  of  a  big 
vacant  lot.  I  clean  their  house  every  morning,  and 
sprinkle  sand  from  the  old  plaster  on  the  floor. 

-2d.  Kindly  tell  if  you  feed  your  meat  scraps  raw  or 
cooked— and  if  cooked,  is  it  cooked  with  the  morning 
mash,  or  cooked  and  fed  separate?  N.  R. 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Canada. 

1st.  The  trouble  is  indigestion.  You  arc 
not  feeding  properly.  Oats  make  good  feed, 
but  should  not  be  fed  every  day  ;  they  are  too 
laxative.  Twice  or  three  times  a  week  is 
often  enough  to  give  a  full  feed  of  oats. 
Buckwheat  is  all  right  occasionally,  but 
should  not  be  fed  every  night,  especially  at 
this  time  of  the  year;  it  is  too  heating.  AVhy 
not  feed  some  barley  and  wheat? 

Old  plaster  is  not  good  grit.  You  should 
buy  some  good  honest  grit,  such  as  is  adver- 
tised in  this  paper. 

The  fowls  are  probably  getting  more  meat 
than  is  good  for  them.  If  tbey  get  table 
scraps  once  a  day,  they  jirobably  gel  all  the 
meat  food  they  need.  Correct  the  diet,  give 
them  good  grit,  feed  less  meat,  and  use  a 
little  more  middlings  in  the  mash,  and  they 
should  come  out  all  right. 

2d.  It  is  wisest  to  cook  meat  scraps,  and 
10  be  sure  that  the^-  are  sweet  and  good; 
spoiled  meat  will  cause  sickness  sooner  or 
later.  Feed  the  scraps  either  in  the  m;ish  or 
as  a  septirate  meal. 

Commercial  meat  scraps  are  cooked,  and 
should  be  fed  in  the  mash. 
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lii<:uljatoi'  IIuuMe  Qae8tiou8, 

Mr.  K"llli/r:— In  an  liiuubatur  •.•i-llar  or  room  how 
KuuM  a  (•(•iiii  iit  (lijor  aiinwcr?  WuiilU  It  Ijc;  bc-tU-r 
Ilian  a  IjuanJ  llijory   l.uiiiljiT  Is  vt-ry  txpcnslvc  licrc. 

Wliat  bliKulU  be  the  iIIiijlu.sIoiis  of  ail  iiiL-ubator 
ri<iiiu  for  four 'JWj-eK'/  size  iiiaeliiiies,  or  jiossibly  six 
of  Ibi'iii?  How  high  sboiild  tlie  pobts  be  cut  tor  suvli 
abiilliiliiK?  ■ 

My  Uirectloiis  for  ruiiiilii).'  incubators  <lo  not  speak 
of  lialcbInK  "liiek  <  «xs  or  turkey  e;!KS.  Will  yon  tell 
uie  wbeu  I  sliould  ajiply  moisture  for  duck  ami  tur- 
key exKs?  J.I). 

Cliauiuont,  -V.  Y. 

Cement  would  make  tlie  best  possible  iiicu- 
bulor  cellar  floor;  and  we  would  certiiiiily 
udvise  it  H  it  can  be  made  of  cement  cbeaper 
tbtin  lumber. 

An  hu  ubator  room  for  four  or  .six  200-e{;g 
machines  sliould  be  lar^e  enough  to  a'tye 
ucces.s  lo  llic  macbiiics  comfortably,  and  if 
tlicy  are  iilaced  aloiiy  eacb  side  tbere  sbould  be 
a  four  fool  wide  wallc  in  the  middle.  Our 
incubator  room  is  ten  feet  wide.  If  the 
m;n:hines  were  all  alike,  and  were  built  rigbts 
and  lefts  so  that  tbey  could  be  set  back, to 
back  with  lamps  along  the  walk,  it  would  be 
a  convenience  in  trimming  and  handling  the 
lamps,  and  most  large  iucubutor  cellars  are 
built  with  lliat  in  vic'W. 


MiikliiK  a  Living  on  Keiitcd  Lund. 

Mr.  Keillor:  —  Woulil1t|)ay  to  raise  cliiekens,  geese 
and  ducks  <jii  rented  land,  say  two  to  live  acres,  near 
the  city,  where  we  would  have  to  buy  the  dllVereul 
feeds?  The  coiuuiission  house  prices  for  live  broilers 
are,  early  in  the  season,  $4  to  S5  per  dozen;  later  $3 
to  Sa.75.  Live  roasters  range  from  "i  to  10  cents  j)er 
pound ;  live  old  fowls  4  to  0  cents ;  live  geese  ih  to  50 
cents  apiece;  live  spring  ducks  S  to  10  cents  per  pouml ; 
ilressed  poultry  sells  a  few  cents  higher.  All  tlii^ 
same,  market  eggs  sell  10  to  11  cents  In  siiujnier,  and  18 
to  23  cents  in  winter;  duck  eggs  IS  to  20  cents;  goose 
eggs  2.1  to  30  cents. 

1  have  ex|)erience  in  raising  poultry  for  si.v  years, 
and  luivc  great  love  for  the  v.'ork;  besides  I  read  live 
poultry  |)a|)ers  and  learn  from  them.  I  would  rather 
sell  i)oultry  alive.  In  raising  ami  caring  for  fowls  I 
gel  atlaclied  to  them,  and  so  hale  to  kill  them.  If  I 
should  sell  them  dre.«sed  I  would  have  to  pay  for  kill- 
ing and  tircssing. 

My  idea  of  starting  is  this:  buy  cue  pen  of  good  W. 
Wyandottes,  trio  of  Pekiu  ducks,  a  trio  of  Embden 
geese,  have  the  proper  liouscs,  etc.,  made;  raise  tlie 
Ih  st  year  all  that  can  be  raised  from  the  above  stock. 
Ity  the  time  1  would  have  one  hundred  laying  pullets 
purchase  a  I'rairie  State  200-egg  size  incubator  and 
three  50-chiek  brooders;  then  raise  thriniglioiii  the 
year  :is  much  poultry  as  I  can,  and  scud  to  market  as 
soon  as  ready. 

After  working,  say  two  years,  and  taking  pood  care 
of  the  stock,  is  it  possible  for  a  man  and  his  wife 
without  family  to  make  a  living,  say  a  living  that 
might  be  wortii  $7.1  per  mouth  besides  paying  for 
food,  etc.,  for  fowls?  Jlrs.  B. 

Cleveland,  O. 

Everthing  would  depend  upon  the  man  and 
his  wife,  and  upon  how  cheap  you  could  rent 
the  land.  In  the  vicinity  of  some  cities  land 
can  be  rented  at  a  very  low  figure,  practically 
for  the  interest  and  ta.\es,  as  owners  are  hold- 
ing for  the  steatly  appreciation  in  value  in  the 
hind,  and  are  willing  to  rent  it  cheap.  We 
would  say  you  would  need  at  least  five  acres 
to  fully  carry  out  your  plans.  If  you  confined 
your  operations  to  poultry  for  eggs  and  chick- 
ens you  could  do  with  somewhat  less  laiul, 
and  would,  we  think,  make  quite  as  much 
money.  If  you  kept  your  m:ichinery  in  con- 
stant operation  (by  machinery  we  mean  incu- 
bators and  brooders)  you  would  be  constantly 
turning  out  a  stream  of  chickens  to  market; 
but  we  think  you  would  want  more  than  one 
incubator  and  three  brooders;  that  would 
be  r:ilher  a  modest  equipment  for  a  consider- 
able plant. 

The  prices  which  you  quote  are  decidedly 
low,  and  we  would  say  you  could  get  better 
prices  for  a  first  class  article,  especially  if  you 
c:iteied  to  a  high  class  of  trade,  :is  for  instance, 
private  customers  on  Euclid  Avenue.  You 
think  to  do  that  you  would  have  to  hire  the 
killing  and  dressing  done,  and  that,  by  the 
way,  is  ipiite  as  economical  as  doing  it  your- 
self. We  visited  an  amateur  poultry  man  this 
week  who  is  just  starting  in  the  business,  and 
is  shipping  to  market  about  two  dozen 
broilers  a  week,  and  it  takes  him  a  whole  day 
to  dress  that  two  dozen  broilers.  An  expert 
picker  would  kill  and  dress  them  in  less  than 
half  the  lime,  for  five  cents  apiece,  and  do  it 
so  much  heller  that  probably  the  product 
would  felch  five  cents  more  in  the  market- 
so  that  the  poultryman  would  get  quite  as 
much  for  them,  and  save  his  own  time.  This, 
however,  can  only  be  proved  by  personal 
experience  in  one's  own  field. 

If  you  had  two  hundred  head  of  laying 
stock  you  could  supply  quite  a  number  of 


families  with  strictly  fresh  eggs  at  five  to  ten 
cents  per  dozen  above  the  store  price,  fully 
ten  cents  per  dozen  above  the  commission 
house  price;  and  a  connection  of  that  kind 
would  give  you  the  best  possible  market  for 
your  dressed  poultry  and  chickens.  In  fact, 
it  you  properly  developed  that  trade  we 
believe  that  near  a  city  like  Cleveland  you 
could  in  two  or  three  years  build  up  such  a 
business  that  you  could  keep  a  picker  con- 
stantly employed,  buying  birds  which  you 
were  not  able  to  raise  yourself  to  supply  your 
trade,  though  by  judicious  management  you 
could  plan  to  handle  your  whole  trade  your- 
-self. 

We  rather  doubt  the  expediency  of  ducks 
and  geese.  AV^ould  think  too  many  strings  lo 
your  bow  might  be  a  disadvantage,  and  that 
you  would  get  belter  all  around  results  with 
eggs  and  dressed  poultry  for  market. 

You  should  not  lose  sight,  either,  of  the 
decided  advantage  you  would  have  in  raising 
your  own  fruils  and  vegetables,  which  would 
be  fully  h:ilf  your  living,  and  with  a  properly 
arranged  garden  plot  to  produce  green  food 
for  your  chicks  and  with  good  intelligent 
care  of  the  laying  stock  and  growing  chicks, 
we  think  you  could  easily  do  better  than  the 
figure  you  name;  but,  as  we  said  before, 
everything  deiiends  upon  personal  ability; 
some  people  c;in  make  money  with  poultry, 
and  others  cannot. 


Will  March  l'ullet8  ftloult  ? 

Mr.  Editor:— I  liave  about  seveuty-rive  nice  Barred 
I*.  Kock  pullets  which  I  would  like  lo  kee|)  for  layers. 
Alioiil  fifteen  of  them  were  hatched  between  March 
iDtli  and  Ai)ril  1st.  Do  you  think  the  latter  arc  likely 
to  moult  in  the  late  fall  or  winter?  It  so,  wouldn't  it 
be  best  t«  sell  them  as  broilers,  as  I  can  get  22  cents 
per  ])ound  alive  for  them  now?  I  would  prefer  to 
keep  them,  as  they  are  liue  ones.  J.  T.  A. 

Pine  Plains,  N.  Y. 

Much  will  depend  on  the  way  you  handle 
them,  and  how  you  feed  them.  It  is  easy  to 
prolong  the  period  of  growth  by  feeding  a 
nitrogenous  ration  and  avoiding  fattening 
foods,  and  also  avoiding  much  meat  meal  or 
bone  until  you  want  them  lo  begin  laying,. <ay 
in  October;  they  should  be  given  free  range, 
too,  with  an  abundance  of  green  food,  by 
which  means  you  can  keep  them  from  laying 
prematurely,'  and  Ihey  probably  will  not 
moult. 


A  Trio  of  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  a  house  12  x  12  ft.  be  big  enough 
for  eight  hens? 

2d.  Are  hard  boiled  eggs,  mashed  up,  good  for 
hens? 

3d.  Are  BulfP.  Kocks  good  layers? 

Chesham,  N.  H.  II.  D.  C. 

1st.  Yes,  a  house  12  x  12  feet  is  large 
enough  for  twice  that  number.  "We  usually 
consider  10  square  feet  for  a  fowl  is  ample, 
and  your  hens  will  have  14±  square  feet, 
practically  10  square  feet  each  for  fifteen 
birds.  Something,  however,  would  depend 
upon  the  variety  and  the  facilities  for  opening 
it  up  for  ventilation,  as  you  will  see  if  you 
read  the  Experiment  Club  notes  in  June  15lh 
and  July  1st  numbers. 

2d.  No,  not  when  fed  alone;  it  is  loo  ricli, 
loo  solid,  and  should  be  reduced  by  mixing 
shorts,  ground  oats,  etc.,  with  it;  that  is,  to 
make  a  good  ration  not  more  than  ten  per 
cent  of  it  should  he  egg. 

3d.  Yes,  they  are  excellent  layers;  among 
the  best. 


Pullets  Moulted. 

Mr.  Editor:- 1  liave  owned  hens  since  1S75,  there- 
fore I  do  not  know  it  all.  'What  I  do  know  for  certain 
I  have  picked  up  in  FAioi-I'oULTitY.  This  si)ring  it 
was  stated  in  your  columns  tliat  a  March  hatched  bird 
was  worth  two  May  hatched  ones.  You  also  had  an 
extract  from  the  Jtaine  f'ari/ter,  that  to  get  winter 
eggs  chicks  must  be  hatched  not  later  than  April  1st. 
Now,  If  so,  why  so?  I  had  some  Barred  I'.  Kock 
pullets  hatched  April  1st,  '97.  They  were  "  wliop- 
liers."  They  were  raised  without  condiments, 
but  their  meat  ration  was  varied  by  clams  and 
sc:dded  IfsU  at  times.  At  live  monllis  and  twelve 
days  one  laid,  and  was  followed  inside  of  a  week 
by  the  rest.  Late  iu  Xovembcr  tliey  went  bloody, 
and  proceeded  lo  niotdt.  Couseiiuently  my  higli 
Iirlced  eggs  were  minus  from  tlieni,  while  my  late 
hatched  birds  laid  all  lluongh  themoutlisof  creamy 
prices.  Wliose  mislake  was  It,  the  hens'  or  the 
writer's?  What  is  the  earliest  limit  for  Wyandoties 
to  liatch  ;md  still  retain  their  tealliers?  I  liave  a  tew 
of  those,  and  wish  to  get  llie  best  profit  from  them. 
Would  like  lo  get  set  right  tlirougli  the  columns  of 
Kah.m-Poultky.  c.  F. 

Birchvllle,  Me. 

The  trouble  uudoubtedlv  was  that  you  fed 


too  stimulating  a  ration.  The  clams  and 
scalded  fish  added  to  their  meat  ration, 
brought  them  to  laying  maturity  prematurely, 
and  also  induced  the  moult.  We  would  mis- 
trust they  were  loo  fat  from  your  saying  they 
were  •'  whoppers."  Pullets  ought  not  to  be 
"  vyhoppers"  to  give  the  best  results.  AVe 
would  think  you  should  feed  a  more  nitrog- 
enous ration,  with  more  clover  or  green 
food,  and  less  meat,  and  no  meal  at  all  when 
you  feed  clams  and  scalded  fish;  then  you 
should  get  your  birds  to  laying  at  about  six 
months  old,  and  keep  them  laying.  Y'ou  say 
you  feed  no  condiments.  Feeding  loo  highly 
is  quite  as  injurious,  possibly  more  so,  than 
feeding  condiuienls,  :iud  a  gre;it  many  people 
feed  too  highly ;  that  is,  overfeed  their  fowls. 


ECCS. 


The  Cleveland  Pouliry  Co.,  Plattsburg,  X. 
Y.,  change  their  ad.  this  issue,  and  call  our 
readers' attention  to  their  excellent  cut  clover. 
They  carry  a  full  line  of  poultry  supplies, 
and  :ire  a  reliable  concern. 

Breeders  and  Marketmek. 

OUK  KEOUESTS:  —  We  make  iwo  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing -patrons  always  luention  FARM-POULTRY . 
Anotlier  is  i/yo«  a.!*  them  questions,  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  uill 
benefityou  ajnazimjiy.  It  shows  thatyou  mean  biisiness, 
Keineinber,  "Molasses  will  catch  more  Jlies  than 
vineoar,^'  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon  Wick,  lu  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Kobinson,  printer  F.-i*.,  2y  I'urciiase  St.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Wesleyville.  Pa.,  formerly  Mead- 
ville,  otters  a  few  more  Light  Bralimas,  and  Silver 
AV'yandoi  tes  at  a  bargain.  Write  at  once  for  prices 
on  what  you  want. 

ANNABLE'S  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns  in  the  leading 
shows  liiis  season,  won  the  majority  of  jirizes, 
scoring  from  'J4  to  i)7  points,  showing'tlie  liigliest 
scoring  liird  ill  any  sliow.  Eggs  S1..50  per  1:1;  S2.20 
per  2(i;  S3  per  39;  SB  per  100.  Few  as  good,  none 
belter.   C.  H.  Aunable,  Dauvers,  Mass. 

AT  LOW  prices,  200  breeding  and  show  hens  of  R. 
and  S.  C.  Lir.,  Wliite  and  Bull' Leg.,  Bar.  and  Wli. 
Kocks,  IJl.  Langshans,  .Minorcas,  \Vh.  Wyaud.  and 
Belgian  Hares.  Great  layers  and  line  in  siiow 
qualities.   W.W.  Kulp,  Box  40,  Pottslown,  I'a. 

BKEEDING  STOCK  in  Silver  and  Golden  Wyan- 
doties after  .June  1st ;  .5  half-bred  English  cock'ls, 
just  the  thing  lo  put  backs  on  your  pnllets.  This 
stock  will  be  sold  in  iiairs,  trios,  or  pens;  prices 
reasonable  for  (|uality.  Eggs  at  hall-price  now. 
John  C.  Jodrey,  Dauvers,  Mass. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville.  I'a.,  breeder  of  S.  C. 
W.  Leghorns,  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  15.  P.  Kocks,  Wh. 
Cochins,  Silvc  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Pekin  Ducks, 
and  Bronze  Turkeys.  Fowls  for  sale  at  all  times; 
eggs  in  season.  A"  few  S.  S.  Hamburg  fowls  to 
spare  at  a  bargain. 

HOUDANS,  Score  94,  weight  Si  lbs.,  perfect  iu  V- 
comb,  otii  toe,  anil  markings.  Also  Bl'k  Lang- 
shans. White  Ply.  Rocks,  and  Rose  Comb  Barreil 
Ply.  Rocks.  Isiidoie  strain.  A.  \V.  Tyler,  79 
Aiidover  St.,  Peabody,  Mass. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS  specialty  12  vears.  Cir- 
cular free.  J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

R.  C.  BK.  LEGHORNS  at  So  a  trio,  to  make 
room.   (ieo.  A.  Kuiglit,  Peabody,  Mass. 

WHITE  Wyandoties  exclusively.  Early  prolitic 
laying  strain,  dark  brown  eggs,  bred  for  iiraclical 
purposes.  Eggs  13, SI:  Incubaior  eggs.  $4  per  100, 
Stock  iu  season.  P.  D.AVliite,No.Attleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  ■\VY.4NUOTTES.  Original  dark  egg 
strain.   Rush  Vaugliau,  W'oodstocK,  \'t. 

WHITE  Wyandoties,  prolitic  lavers  of  large  brown 
eggs.   W.  E.  M:ick,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WH.  WYAND.  W.  F.  Stroud,  MerchantvUle,  N.J. 


Buyers'  Directory, 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMESTS  only  will  be 
prijtted  under  this  headinij;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWU  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  or  name  allowed;  mo  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes;  all  space 
used  except  classijied  headline,  lo  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
tjisertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  will  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
abou  t  seven  ordinary  words  wil  I  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  "business  directory." 


BANTAMS. 


C LOUGH'S  naiilalii  vanls.  largi  ^l  in  New  l  .n:;lalHl. 
Circulars  free.   W.  \\  .  t  lough,  .Mei<way.  .Mass. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

T.  BKAH.  W.  1'.  l:nck>,  i«ii/e  winning.  Eggs 
J    in  st-asiHi.  Slock.      l-'.t'.  ln^o^^^tl.  Qlleclu-e.  ^'t. 

C HOICK  H.aud  \V.  P.  ]{ucks,  W.  W  van..  S.  C.  B. 
l.i  L-'s.  Ci.  .  fivi'.  Scjinlii'  P.  Vils..  1  lanipden.  Mass. 

.;>/|/'k  CHOICE  yearling  lR■rl^  and  l  arly  lialchcd 
^v"vr  pullets  and"c<ickerels  cheap.  W.  indH.  P. 
Kocks  :uid  W.  ^\'yandl'ltes.  great  laying  st  rains,  bred 
for  businevs,       "        (ii-o.  S.  Bo^veii.  Ka^I ford.  Ct. 


CLOVER  HAY. 


R. 
TV 


C.  B.  .'>IINOUCA>.  «  iniiers  al  lasl  Madison 
S'luare  and  Mt.  (_iietiia  ^llows. 

 H.  \V.  Bobn.  :>4  N.Sth  St..  Reading.  Pa. 

T^HITE  and  Ul'k  Min.  pun  brt-d,  btst  strains. 

?1  perl'i.     S^iI'mIi  Miaw.  \\  ilUlirnp.  N.  V. 


LEGHORNS. 


C.  BKOWN  I.egborns.  Slock  for  sale  at  all 
liint-".         K. 'I'.  Min-|.li\  .  K.  W  hitman,  Mass. 


MINORCAS. 


1> BICE  of  .Minorca  egg^  and  loM  U  greatly  reduced 
for  June  and  July.    Large  catalogue. 

G.  11.  Noriliup.  Box't;.  Kaceville.  N.  Y. 


B 


LACK  .Minorcas  exclusiyelv.  Prize  pen  at  Madi- 
son .S'piaie  Garden.  1^.   Eggs  SlwO  for  13. 
l!.St..ry.  I'-T  .\rliiigion  A\e..  liiooklyn.  N .  Y. 

ORPINGTONS.  ~ 

UKF  (_»r|i--..  t'ock'ls.  |>ull.  i»ri/i-  wil^uu^^.  prulilic. 
(  uali-y  Poultry  K;iriii.  l>urbU-y.  tilo-..  Kii;rlan<l. 


PIGEONS. 


"ITrHO'LL  GIVE  S'j  for  I.j  si|uab  breeding  or  11\- 
▼  ▼     ing  Homers?   Heaitin',  not  iubreil.   Must  ^ell 
at  once.  F.  H. 'Til  I  lie.  Manllu-.  N  .  V . 

POULTRY  PRINTING. 


100 


LETXEltHEAiJ,-?  .Old  Lu\ elopes  :iV. 
 l'a--~  till-.  r.S.Mi  |iiil  V  (  I...  A  no-lerdani.  N  .V  . 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

IOWE.STiiriceoii  Poultiy  Netling  in  tlie  world. 
J   send  list  of  wauls  and  we  w  ill  ijuote  by  return 
mail.  The  Brockway-Suiitli  Corporation.  L\  nn,  Mass. 

STANDARD  Incubator  Tiiermometers  two  for  a 
dollar,  bv  mail.  Neubeck's  Patented  Moisture 
Gauge  SI.Oj:  German  Patent  Hygroscoiie  $1/jO.  Send 
stamp  for  price  li-t  to 

 A.  Neiiliirk  A  Co..  4s  East  'Jt-.d  Si..  Ni-w  '^'<.rk. 

RED  CAPS. 

JA.'\IES  I.  J'AKK,!  H  .11...  M:uiie.  Ked  t  apsexclu- 
sivil  V.    K_'_'-  ■?!      fMi-  I::.    I)i-i-iiplive  cir.  fn  e. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

VE.\KLING  i;.  I.  Red  bens,  worlli  $l,>i 
^"\J  to  S2  each.  liHisl  i.'o  iniinediatelv  at  SI  e:ich 
ill  'iiMiililii  s  1.1  -Hit.      I  .  \\  .  liick.  \\'ickf..id.  |{.  I. 

TO  LET. 

POL'LTKV  i)laiil.  brooder  liouse,  iiicubalor  oel- 
l;ir,  hen  liouse>.  t-tc.   .Stuck  and  lixturei-  for  f^ale; 
alt  new.  G.  F.  Mitcliell.  M  ilniiii^toii,  .Ma>s. 


WANTED. 


^ITU.\TION  wanted  with  broiler  raiser.  Good 
^3  iiabits.  Understands  incubators :  have  good  refer- 
ence^ Address  L.,  SPiith  N'jitlck,  Mass. 

"VC'^'ANTED,  man  to  take  farm  of  14  acres  near 
Woodbury,  N..J.,  to  raise  poultry  on  shares. 
Owner  furnishes  grounds  and  buildings.  Particulars 
aildi-ess    H.  K.  .loliiison.  1014  So.47lliSt..  I'liila..  Pa. 

^OKK  liy  eompelenl  iioultrymau.   Vicinity  of 
T  ¥     Ltoston  preferred. 
N.  \.  S.,  6S  W.Concord  St..  Suite  3.  Boston,  Mass. 


WYANDOTTES. 


TV 


^V.A.NDOTTES, 

atMuil  llK-iii. 


W  liite  anil  Butt.  Klupilre 
S.  II.  Bellows,  AIlMil.  .Mass. 


|^LO■^'ER,  out  read\  for  use.  S2  per  lui  lbs. 

""iiodliid  Farm.' Stall. Ill  Y..  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


<UT  CLOVER  IN  S.ACKS,  SI  per  100  lbs. 
'  I.  G.  Qulrln,  Tioga  Center,  N.Y. 


'*'*'^HITE  U'yandoites   e-\clusively ;  brown  eggs 
?  »     from  large  vigorous  early  laying  stock,  $1  per 
13;  for  incubator,  S4  per  ltd.    Stock  in  season.  Sat. 
guaraiilwd.       A.  M.  Jerauld.  No.  Altleboro.  Mass . 

COCKERELS;  early  farm  niised.  well  marked, 
from  noied  strains  heavy  laving  Wvaud..  Sil., 
Gol.,  Buff  and  W'li.,  51  to  S3  each  after  Aug.  1st.  Satis- 
faction. S.  B.  Palton,  Box  I2S,  New  Castle.  Pa. 

k}  "r:  HUNTER  strain  W.  Wy.  hens  and  5  roosters 
^'J  lor  sale  cheap,  yearling  stock.  Must  have 
roi'iii.  ^^'.  W.  Bolin.  Ri^besonia.  Pa. 

WAR  ON  PRICES. 

Our  ISiS  breeding  slock  uinsl  go.  White  Wyan- 
dottes,  S.  C.  W.  l.egliorus.  L.  Bralimas,  .Mamiiiuth 
Pekin  Ducks,  and  Belgian  Hares,  SI  each. 
W.  Holland  Turkevs.  W.Embdenlieese.  W.I. Games, 
S2  each.  Pea  Fowls.  S5  pair,  i'ekiu  Ducklings,  6 
weeks  old.  S'i  dozen.  Circular. 

W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO., 
Niagara  Farm.  liansoiiiyille.  N.  Y. 

BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  50  cents. 

Profitable  Poultry  Uarining,  'iii  cents. 

A  Living  From  Poultry,  2.5  cents. 

A  Few  Hens,  iiioiilhlv,  one  yr.  25  cents 
All  the  above  for  SI. 00.  .Vddicss 
MICHAEL  K.  BOYER,  Haiunionton,  >'.  J. 

MINEy  IN  POUlTRUHim, Times,  DUCKS  UNP  EEESE. 

.v.  Iiuyer's  guide  of  the  largest  poiiUrv 
plant  in  tiie  nortliwest.  Over  KUi  land 
•  and  water  fowls  for  fale.  Plan  and  view 
fof  poultry  farm  finely  il!uslr;ited.  Eggs 
for  batching  a  specialty.  Send  to  the  old 
reliable  breeder  for  a  catalogue,  lOcts, 
irlving  many  valuable  hints  on  raising 
Voultrv  ;  how  to  build  a  henhouse. 

R.  BRAB.4ZO>',  Sr..  L.  D.  A. 

Glenview  Farm.  Delavan,  Wis. 

DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS? 

COXS  THOKOUGHBKEI) 

Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Are  good  :is  the  best.   .Some  ^ood  two  year  old 
breeding  hens  for  sale  at  S2  each. 
Eggs.  S2  per  13 ;  53  per  .Mi. 

H.  F.  COX,  Sabtath  Rest,  Pa. 


DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG 
BANDS, 

for  poultry  and  jiigeons.  You  will 
nnike  no  mistake  in  ordering  our 
banils;  2.5cts.  per  doz.;  .10  cts. 
for  two  doz.:  Sl.'2-iper  Inn.  Send  for 
cir.  giving  iiarticulars  and  testi- 
monials. \V..J.DECKFK  A  CO.. 

Cresskill.  N.J. 


BUFFINTON'S  BUFFS 

Won  G7  prizes  at  Fall  River.  New  London.  Buffalo, 
and  Boston,  Price  of  eggs  leilnced.  WiU  nou  sell 
from  Buff  Wyandoiles.  Buff  and  Barred  PIyuii»iilli 
Kocks.  Riiff  and  "White  Leghorns.  Huff  Cochins  and 
Rhode  Islaml  Keils.  Sl.'2.i  for  1.');  *:!  for  4-5;  Incubaior 
eirgs  $4Xor  100;  S7  for  2iKi.  (icod  breeding  stock  for 
sale. 

ROWLAND  G,  BUFFINTON, 
Box677,  Fall  River,  MasB.  , 
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Probably  Vertigo. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  liave  a  rooster  that  for  several  hours 
will  lie  ill  an  unconscious  comlilion,  with  liis  head 
turned  under  liis  body  ;  tlieu  lie  will  revive,  and  for 
half  a  day  seems  all  ritiht,  will  eat  and  crow.  lie  has 
these  attacks  every  day ;  the  whole  liead  Is  very  hot, 
and  comb  is  ()uite  red;  bowels  are  free.  When  he 
comes  out  of  tliis  condition  he  holds  his  heail  to  one 
side,  parlly  turned.  Can  you  tell  me  what  to  do? 

Uoslindale,  Mass.  C.  IS.  L. 

Would  say  it  was  vertigo,  caiisctl  by  rush 
ot  blood  to  the  bead,  and  probably  the  liird 
has  a  tendency  to  apoplexy.  The  best  remedy 
would  probably  be  to  give  him  a  good  dose  of 
physic,  say  one  of  Tarsons'  Purgative  Tills, 
then  turn  him  out  to  grass  on  a  low  diet, 
avoiding  fattening  foods  such  as  corn  and 
corn  meal,  and  also  avoiding  iiiiich  meat. 

It  is  a  question  whether  a  cocli  is  worth  tak- 
ing this  pains  with  at  this  time  of  year. 
AVouIdn't  it  be  better  to  Icill  and  eat  him,  tak- 
ing pains  to  bleed  him  thoroughly?  We  would 
advise  that  unless  be  is  a  particularly  valutible 
bird. 


rule  can  be  laid  down  for  this.  It  is  the  same 
with  ducks,  and  breeders  when  selecting  ducks 
to  dress  for  market  always  find  a  few  in  each 
flock  that  are  "throw  backs,"  and  have  to  go 
back  for  a  week  or  two  of  additional  growth. 

Sometimes  there  is  a  call  for  broilers  of  one 
pound  each,  and  those  "squab  broilers''  as 
they  are  called,  fetch  as  high  a  price  as  broil- 
ers of  one  and  a  half  or  two  jMiunds  each, 
hence  the  broiler  raiser  should  aim  to  keep 
his  chicks  in  marketable  condition  at  all  times, 
and  be  ready  to  market  them  at  the  first  favor- 
able opportunity.  Obviously,  if  he  can  make 
a  chick  weighing  one  pound  at  six  weeks  old 
bring  as  good  a  price  as  the  same  chick  at  ten 
or  twelve  weeks  old,  he  lias  saved  four  or  six 
weeks  of  food  and  care,  and  by  so  much 
increased  his  profit. 


Broiler  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  It  occurred  to  me  th.at  iierhaps  I 
had  better  try  the  broiler  business  now,  and  then  I 
could  add  the  effj;  trade  next  year.  How  would  it  do 
to  follow  somewhat  the  plan  Mr.  Lougliliu  is  usiii);, 
only  upon  a  (jood  deal  siiiallcr  scale?  Instead  ot 
sendiiif;  shipments  to  market  every  day,  would  tig- 
ure  on  makiiijr  the  shipments  once  a  week.  That  is,  1 
would  have  three  incubators,  and  bystartinj;  one  eacli 
week  I  would  have  a  hatch  each  week.  1  wouUl  liave 
ten  or  twelve  pens,  and  move  e:icli  brood  to  the  next 
each  week,  instead  of  each  day  as  Mr.  Louglilin  does. 
-  2d.  Would  pens  5  by  7  feet  be  large  enough  tor  one 
hundred  chicks.— and  would  outside  yards  5  by  15  feet 
be  Ijtrge  enough  for  this  number  of  cliicks? 

aii.  What  hviglit  should  the  hot  water  pipes  be 
from  the  floor  for  chicks  one,  two,  three,  four,  live, 
si.x,  seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven  and  twelve  weeks 
(fM  ? 

4tli.  Which  system  do  you  consider  tlie  better  for 
healing  the  hovers,  the  one  wliere  the  pipes  are  over 
the  chicks,  or  are  in  'a  l)ox  underneatli  the  floor,  with 
pipes  coming  through  the  floor  to  let  tlie  heat  into 
Mie  hovers? 

•  .TjIIi.  Is  not  ten  weeks  tlie  usual  time  cliicks  are 

fin;irketeif— or  would  twelve  weeks  be  belter? 

^  '  MiBaeapdlts.Minii.  M.  T.  L. 

^  1st.  "\Ve  think  you  could  not  safely  figure 
on  making  shipments  once  a  week  without 
having  four  incubators,  for  this  reason:  —  it 
takes  two  or  three  days  to  get  the  chicks  out 
of  the  machine,  get  it  cleaned  up,  well  aired 
out  and  temperature  readjusted  so  that  it  is 
ready  to  put  eggs  in  again,  so  that  to  have  a 
hatch  every  week  you  should  have  four  incu- 
bators. Generally  speaking,  it  is  better  to 
leave  the  chicks  in  the  incubator  until  the 

'morning  of  the  twenty-second  day,  that  is 
until  they  are  about  twenty  four  hours  out  of 
the  shell. 

2d.  No,  pens  5x7  feet  are  not  large  enough 
for  one  hundred  chicks;  and  for  the  best 
results  you  ought  not  to  h;ive  one  hundred 
chicks  in  one  pen.  A  pen  5x7  feet  is  but  35 
square  feet,  and  you  have  then  three  chicks 
to  the  square  foot,  equal  to  about  four  people 
sleeping  in  one  bed.  AVe  would  advise  pens 
5  X  10  feet  for  fifty  chicks,  and  outside  yards 
5  X  20  feet. 

3d.  The  water  pipes  should  be  five  inches 
from  the  floor  for  the  baby  chicks,  and  should 
gradually  rise  to  about  eight  inches  from  the 
floor  for  chicks  ten  to  twelve  weeks  old. 

4th.  That  is  a  large  question,  and  a  diffi- 
cult one  to  answer.  An  observing  poultry- 
man,  speaking  of  hot  water  pipe  brooders, 
recently  said,  "Nine  out  of  ten  of  them  are 
failures,  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  death 
traps,  for  the  reason  that  fresh  warm  air  is 
not  supplied  to  the  chicks  under  the  hover; 
they  have  to  live  in  the  confined  warm  air  that 
is  heated  over  and  over,  and  breathed  over  and 
over."  Probably  a  system  which  would  heat 
the  air  bene:ith  the  floor  of  the  hovers  and 
then  admit  it  to  the  hover  space,  whence  it 
could  be  passed  off,  would  be  better;  but  a 
better  still  would  be  to  have  warm  fresh  air 
from  a  beater  room  constantly  flowing  into 
the  hovers,  as  for  example,  being  forced  into 
and  out  of  the  hovers  by  a  blower. 

5lb.  Much  depends  upon  the  chicks,  and 
something  upon  the  market.  Supposing  that 
the  market  calls  for  a  two  pound  broiler;  some 
chicks  will  dress  two  pounds  at  ten  weeks, 
others  at  eleven  and  twelve  weeks:  others 
again  not  until  perhaps  fifteen  weeks,  and  even 
'»  with  chicks  of  the  same  hatch  forty  or  forty- 
five  out  of  a  pen  of  fifty  may  be  ready  to  mar- 
ket at  ten  weeks,  while  the  other  five  or  ten 
^  will  li;ive  to  be  thrown  back  into  the  pen  with 
'  chidis  one,  two  or  three  weeks  younger,  and 
then  Come  forward  again.   No  hard  and  fast 


Hatching  Cliickens  L.atc. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  enclose  a  clipiiing  from  llic  Liver- 
pool, (England),  Mernii'i/,  which  says  that  late 
hatched  cliickeus  will  make  inferior  breeding  birds 
for  tlie  next  year,  and  there  is  no  telling  when  they 
will  lay.  I  should  like  your  opinion  on  this  question. 

I  ex))ect  a  hatching  ot  W.  1".  Rocks  to  come  olT  on 
July  Slh.  Do  you  consider  that  too  late  to  raise  flne 
chickens?  I.E.  C. 

Upper  Alton,  III. 

It  is  possible,  but  not  probable,  that  you 
will  raise  good  stock  from  those  late  hatched 
chickens,  but  they  will  be  m:itured  late,  prob- 
ably after  January  1st,  and  should  not  be  bred 
from  until  they  have  been  hiying  two  or  three 
months  or  more.  That  is  one  of  the  misfor- 
tunes of  late  hatched  chicks,  that  they  are  so 
kite  maturing.  Something  can  be  done  to 
overcome  the  disadvantage  of  hatching  late 
by  judicious  care  and  a  well  balanced  food 
ration.  They  will  need  a  good  deal  of  jirotec- 
tion  from  the  sun.  If  they  could  be  turned 
out  in  an  orchard  where  they  could  have  their 
choice  of  sun  or  shade  th^e  conditions  would 
be  just  right,  and  they  should  grow  quickly; 
but  if  that  is  impossible,  provide  ample  sh:xde 
for  them  by  day  and  plenty  of  room  in  which 
to  spread  themselves  out  and  be  comfortable 
at  night.  See  to  it,  too,  that  they  have  an 
abundance  of  cool  fresh  water  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  Chickens  want  to  drink  a  great 
deal  in  hot  weather,  and  suffering  from  thirst 
is  sure  to  stunt  them. 

Like  the  writer  in  the  Liverpool  Mercury, 
we  wish  you  had  hatched  ^our  chickens  in 
April,  as  that  is  probably  the  best  time  for 
profitable  results. 

Here  is  what  a  writer  in  the  Rural  New 
Yorker  has  to  say  upon  this  subject:— 

"  While  I  prefer  early  hatched  chicks,  as  a 
rule,  I  find  that  ,Iune  hatched  birds  do  well  if 
given  a  good  range  iii  a  shady  place,  and 
plenty  of  good  nourishing  food;  an  orchard 
is  an  excellent  place  for  them.  I  would  not 
care  to  hatch  the  larger  breeds,  as  Brahmas, 
Cochins,  etc.,  as  late  as  June;  but  the  Wyan- 
dottes  -nd  Plymouth  Rocks  will  do  well 
under  favorable  circumstances,  and  the  Min- 
orcas,  Leghorns  and  others  of  the  laying  type 
will  do  well,  even  as  kite  as  July  hatched. 
The  best  way  to  develop  them  quickly  and 
get  them  ready  for  the  colil  weather,  is  to  put 
them  out  with  hens,  giving  a  very  few  to  each 
hen,  the  fewer  the  better.  Give  them  good 
range  and  good  food,  feeding  ground  meat 
quite  liberally  ;  twenty  per  cent  of  the  whole 
amount  of  food  is  none  too  much.  Corn, 
three  parts;  oats,  two  parts;  wheat,  one  part, 
ground  coarsely  and  mixed  with  the  meat, 
fed  moist,  make  a  good  food  for  them. 

J.  E.  Stevenson.," 


Poultrj'  Department  of  the  Connecticut 
Valley  Fair. 

We  have,  received  the  circular  of  the  poul- 
try department  of  the  Valley  Fair,  to  be  held 
at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Sept.  28-29,  'OS.  This 
fair  holds  out  strong  inducements  to  poultry 
breeders  to  exhibit  there,  and  the  maniige- 
ment  take  pride  in  saying  that  I.  K.  Felch  has 
judged  their  poultry  exhibit  for  eleven  con- 
secutive years,  and  the  exhibits  h:ive  grown 
in  number  during  that  time  from  two  hun- 
dred birds  the  first  year  to  seventeen  hun- 
dred in  1897.  Tbe  poultry  building  has 
been  enlarged  and  remodeled,  and  furnishes 
ample  room  all  on  the  ground  floor. 

Premium  lists *an  be  had  of  C.  L.  Stickuey, 
sec'y,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 
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IF  IT  PAYS 

To  set  hens,  itjiayslo  keep  them 
clean  and  coiiiforialile.  If  a  few 
cents  worth  of  Insect  I'owder  will 
keep  the  siller  ill  better  cmiditlon, 
or  secure  a  hatch  of  only  one  more 
chick,  it  will  pay  yon  to  use  Lam- 
bert's Oeatli  to  l>ice.  I'erliaps ihat 
one  chick  would  be  the  best  in  the 
brood,  or  the  liiiest  of  your  llock. 
Who  knows?  I  do  know  llie  best 
breeders  in  this  land  of  the  free 
are  using  "ne:illilo  Lice"  freely, 
and  are  satisfled  with  resiiUs.  Ask 
any  one  of  them,  and  they  will  tell 
yon  tliere  is  nothing  better  for  the 
purpose. 

Hr.tilley  Bros.,  Lee,  Mass., 
write:  ''Have  been  using  your 
Death  lo  Lice  for  some  lime,  :ind 
:ire  having  calls  for  it.  Have  to 
send  ten  miles  to  I'itlsfleld  for  it. 
How  would  it  do  to  m;ike  lis 
agents  ?" 

Yon  .-ill  know  ot  Bradley  Bros., 
and  their  plienoinenal  Barred 
Kocks.  If  tliis  powder  was  not 
the  best,  (U-  it  it  injured  a  fowl, 
eggs,  or  chick  in  any  way,  they 
would  not  use  it. 

W.  L.  Holmes, Kcota,  Ia.,breeder 
of  ISutV  1'.  Hocks,  writes:  "I  find 
no  belter  investment  tlian  a  pack- 
age ot  Laniliert's  Death  lo  Lice 
tor  sitting  hens.  No  lien  can  lialeli 
successfully  if  peslereil  willi  lie. 
Your  powder  is  the  only  tiling  1 
have  got  to  overcome  them." 

IF  IT  PAYS 

To  hatch  chickens  it  surely  pays  to 
care  for  them  properly  from  the 
shell  up.  Some  will  get  bead  lice, 
and  it  pays  to  take  u lantern  and 
examine  each  little  chick  (jn  the 
top  ot  its  head  every  tew  days. 
Yon  may  find  lice  sticking  there 
like  pin  feathers.  It  yon  wait  until 
hroofis  begin  to  drooji  some  will 
tlie,  and  the  rest  will  bepiil  back 
weeks  in  tlieir  growlli.  Heller 
keep  a  box  ot  Dealli  to  LiceOiiit- 
inenton  hand  for  I  lie  eniergeiicv. 

W.E.Smilh,  South  Nalick.  .Mass., 
wriles:  I'lease  send  me  another 
box  of  Death  to  Lice  Ointment.  It 
is  very  elTeclive  and  handy  to  have 
in  the  house." 

Remember,  we  liave  recently 
improved  llie  formula  of  this  mix- 
ture. It  will  now  keep  in  any  cli- 
mate. Boxes  10  and  2.5c.  postpaid. 

IF  IT  PAYS 

lieller  to  use  a  li(|uiil  lice  killer  on 
and  around  tlie  roosts  to  keep  down 
mites  and  spider  lice,  we  can  ^  *■lul 
yon  a  box  of  Ueatli  lo  Lice  Special 
llial  you  cau  dissolve  in  kerosene 
as  wanted,  and  you  will  have  one 
of  the  cheapest  and  '  best  louse 
paints  in  the  market,,4oz.  box  post- 
paid 10c. :  16  oz.  40c.  When  the  war 
tax  goes  into  effect  the  >  f/n;7prices 
of  our  goods  by  mail  will  i-emain 
the  same.  Death  to  Lice  Powder, 
5  oz.  sample  10c.  postpaid.  The  •18 
oz.  is.'iOc.:  100  oz.  SI— delivered  to 
Ex.  Co.  (not  office)  by  agency  near- 
est you:  Pocket  Boole  Pointers 
always  free. 

D.  J.  IjAMBERT,  Mfr., 
Box  800,      Apponaug,  R.  I. 


MANN'S°B',y?CUTTERS 

and  MANN'S  Granite  Crystal  GRIT 

Are  two  preat,  egg  makers.  They  prove  the  trinmph  of  science 
over  guesswork.    Success  is  certain.    Hens  will  lay  twice  as  mauy 

SwiNCNS  FeedTray  "XJ^'*'''^''  °°  ^""^^  """^ 

FOR  Poultry.  «ia!t*3^-^IANN'S  .SWINGINO  FEED  TRAY  for  poultry  will  save 
its  cost  in  w.iste  food  alone.  Hens  cannot  scratch  food  out  ^f  it,  nor  dirt  into  it,  nor  roost 
on  it.  We  sell  fur  eaxli  or  instalincuts.      F.W.  MANN  CO.|  Milford,  Mass. 

OUR  NEW  No.  4 

is  a  wonderful  m.icliine.  Everybody  likes  it.  They  all  say  the  same.  THE  EASIEST  RUNNING 
BONE  CUTTER  THEY  EVER  SAW. 

You  can  buy  smaller  ;ind  cheaper  Bcnie  Cutters,  but  compared  with  our  TVr"C^^7'  IVT^^  id- 
no  other  Hinie  Cutter  is  cheap  at  any  price.  Ill  XLi  »  T  \J •  TCy 

JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SOJs'S  are  our  Boston  .lobbers.   CalalogiU'  free  if  you  name  this  paper. 

F.  W.  MANN  CO.,  Milford,  Mass. 

MANN'S  CLOVER  CUTTER 


FOR  POULTRY. 

Made  Entirely  of  Iron  and  Steel. 

CANNOT  WARP  OR  SHRINK. 


Designed  on  strictly  mcclianical  principlfcs.  Steel 
Knife,  easy  to  sharpen,  simple  lo  adjust,  and  will  not  get 
oui  of  order.  Sonielliing  never  before  accomplished. 

ITS  SUPERIORITY  can  only  be  realized  by  con- 
trasting it  with  other  Clover  Cutters  on  the  market. 
Each  turn  ot  the  handle  produces  12  cuts,  being  four 
times  faster  than  any  other  m.acliine.  It  is  strongly 
built,  made  entirely  of  iron  and  steel,  al  1  dangerous  jiaiis 
enclosed.  Children  cannot  get  cut  in  using  it.  It  is  no 
toy  or  rattle  trap,  but  thoroughly  practical,  giving 
greatest  value  for  least  money. 


Price,  with  Stand,  $10.00 
Without  Stand,  8.00 

111.  c;il:ilof?ue  free  if  name  Iliis  paper. 
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A  Good  .ShowiiiS. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  FAKM-roLLritV  of  Hit  news 
dfakr,  and  I  find  many  tiling's  of  value  to  mc  In  It. 
I  enjoy  reading  the  dlflcrent  records  of  laying  liens, 
and  llioufflit  I  would  send  you  mine.  I  had  a  late 
liatched  trio  of  K.  I.  Kcds.  Tlie  two  pullets  com- 
menced the  10th  of  Feh..andupto  .June  ICthlaldl4C 
eglcs.  On  June  Iftth  I  set  one.  and  the  other  one  laid 
everj'  day  for  eleven  days  following.  They  have  heen 
kept  in  a  small  dry-  goods  hox  with  small  run.  Is  It 
a  good  record,  or  not  ?  VV.C.W. 

Plalnvllle,  Mass. 

Yes,  it  iB  a  very  fair  record,  but  we  would 
rather  have  an  ail  the  year  round  record  In 
order  to  estimate  the  laying  qualities  of  the 
stock.  If  your  pullets  had  coninieiiced  laying 
In  November  and  December,  when  eggs 
brought  a  high  price,  and  continued  such  egg 
production  well  through  the  year,  they  would 
have  paid  you  big  money.  It  is  impossible  to 
get  a  big  profit  from  late  hatched  birds. 

VV^e  fail  to  see  how  you  can  get  eleven  con- 
secutive days  between  June  ICth,  when  you 
say  you  set  one  of  the  pullets,  and  .Tune  22d, 
which  is  the  date  of  vour  letter. 


White  Indian  Gainpg  for  Broilers. 

Mr.  Editor:— Would  you  consider  \V.  Inillaii  G.imo 
chicks  good  hlrils  to  raise  exclusively  for  hrollers? 
I  have  noticed  that  Game  chicks  are  very  mucli 
heavier  tlian  other  chicks  at  tiic  same  age. 

Keep  Tryst,  .Md.  A.M..S. 

No,  we  would  hardly  think  them  desiralile 
to  raise  exclusively  for  broilers,  for  various 
reasons.  They  are  slow  maturing,  and 
sluggish  laying  birds,  so  that  you  would  get 
much  fewer  eggs,  consequently  fewer  chicks 
from  a  pen  of  them  than  from  some  more 
prolitic  laying  variety,  and  their  slow  growth 
would  make  them  longer  in  coming  to  broiler 
size.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  hard  fleshed 
varieties  that  they  grow  slowly.  If  you  bad 
a  special  private  trade  that  would  give  you  an 
extra  price  for  a  very  fancy  broiler  with  a 
gamey  flavor  it  might  pay  you  to  raise  Games 
for  broilers;  otherwise  we  think  Wyandottes 
or  1'.  Kocks  would  be  more  satisfactory. 


A  Light  Egg  Yield. 

Mr.  Editor:— My  liens  are  not  laying  as  well  as  they 
ouglit.  AVlll  you  kindly  tell  me  if  my  food  is  riglit 
for  summer— and  do  you  consider  lifty  per  cent  eggs 
enougli  for  this  liot  weather  ?  Tiic  morning  m.isli  is 
composed  of  two  parts  bran,  one  part  ground  oats, 
one  part  corn  meal,  one  part  sliorts  —  in  quantity  one 
quart.  At  noon  notliing.  At  night  one  quart  of 
wheat.   Tills  for  twelve  hens. 

They  have  a  good  grass  run,  plenty  of  grit  and 
oyster  shells,  plenty  of  w;iter  three  times  a  day,  and 
twice  eacii  week  meat  scraps  or  green  bone. 

Maysvllle,  Mo.  G.R. 

Would  think  your  ration  was  slightly  lack- 
ing in  animal  food,  as  twice, a  week  is  not 
often  enough  "for  meat  scraps  or  green  bone; 
and  if  you  fed  two  or  three  handfuls  of  oats 
or  barley,  perhaps  alternating  them,  at  noon, 
we  think  you  will  get  belter  results. 

A  fifty  per  cent  egg  yield  in  summer  is  fair, 
although  something  depends  upon  the  variety. 
If  your  birds  are  non-sitters  they  should  be 
doing  better  than  that.  If  they  are  of  the 
broody  kind  probably  some  of  them  have  had 
the  broody  fever,  and  have  not  got  to  laying 
again.  In  late  spring  and  early  summer  the 
varieties  which  incubate  are  generally  so 
heavily  afflicted  with  broodiness  that  the  egg 
yield  Is  material Iv  shrunk  thereby. 


Hatching  Late  CIiicl<enf>.  IHitee,  and  Mating. 

Mr.  Editor:- Will  chickens  do  for  breeders  if 
iialcheii  liy  .luly  -ttli? 

'id.   How  can  we  destroy  mites  on  sitting  hens? 

;id.  How  can  I  lind  out  how  to  mate  B.  P.  Rocks 
and  Brown  Leghorns  so  as  to  produce  best  results'? 

Atlanta,  Ga.  W.  F.  D. 

1st.  Yes,  under  some  conditions.  We 
wouldn't  want  to  use  them  for  breeders  until 
they  were  at  least  nine  months  old,  which 
would  bring  them  to  April  1st,  and  ten  or 
eleven  months  old  would  be  still  better.  In 
your  climate  you  ought  to  have  no  difficulty 
in  getting  chickens  fully  matured  in  six 
months,  and  they  should  be  laying  soon  after 
new  years.  Their  first  eggs  would  be  small, 
but  by  April  1st  they  should  be  laying  good 
sized  eggs,  that  would  be  suitable  for  breed- 
ing, though  a  month  or  two  older  would  be 
better. 

2d.  You  will  find  a  description  of  mites  in 
the  March  l.'jth  number,  with  remedies,  the 
entire  subject  of  lice  and  mites  having  been 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  early  numbers  of 
this  year,  beginning  January  1st.  Do  you 
mean  mites  as  described  by  the  scientific  men, 
or  do  you  mean  the  red  spider  llcef  There  is 


much  difference  in  their  habits,  and  both 
mites  and  lice  can  be  exterminated  if  thorough 
work  is  done,  as  you  will  see  If  you  read  that 
article  carefully. 

3il.  What  do  you  mean  by  best  results? 
Do  you  mean  best  egg  production,  or  birds 
that  will  stand  well  in  the  show  room,  that  is, 
be  best  in  fancy  points?  If  the  latter,  you 
want  to  study  the  standard,  and  learn  to 
apply  it,  and  study  the  principles  of  mating  as 
described  in  the  best  books.  The  greatest 
difficulty  that  we  meet  in  the  mating  problem 
is  that  we  almost  always  have  to  make  one 
kinil  of  matings  for  pullets  and  another  for 
cockerels,  and  the  pullets  we  get  from  the 
cockerel  mating  and  the  cockerels  got  from 
the  pullet  matings  will  be  very  poor  in  quality. 


•  In  order  to  di*  this  post 
to  do  this  is  to  gel 


Overfat.  Egg  Bound. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  a  fine  Plymouth  Hock  hen 
which  recently  shows  great  fullness  in  the  cavity  of 
the  bowels,  walks  much  like  a  duck  (waddles)  and 
droops  the  tall ;  she  eatsgreedlly,  and  otherwise  seems 
alt  right.  Comb  and  wattles  hrlglit  red.  Can  you  tell 
mc  the  trouble  and  the  remedy  ?  Do  hens  ever  break 
the  egg  organs  or  duct  so  th'it  the  contents  of  the  egg 
would  be  discharged  into  the  bowel  cavity? 

Denver,  Col.  M.  J.  S. 

Hen  Is  overfat,  and  is  probably  egg  bound. 
See  article  on  "Egg  Bound,"'  in  July  1st  issue. 
It  Is  doubtful  if  the  hen  is  worth  doctoring. 
She  will  probably  never  be  of  value  again  as 
a  breeder,  and  it  would  be  better  to  kill  and 
eat  her. 

Treatment — inject  a  teaspoonful  of  sweet 
oil  into  oviduct;  turn  the  hen  out  to  free 
range  on  grass  land,  and  feed  only  once  a  day, 
at  supper  time. 


Temperature  of  an  Incubator. 

."\Ir.  Editor:  — What  is  tiie  proper  temperature  for 
an  Incubator  for  hatcliing  chickens?  Does  it  need 
more  heat  when  cliickens  are  near  hatcliing  out? 

I  am  a  new  beginner  in  the  incubator  business,  and 
am  very  glad  I  have  made  tiie  acqu.iintance  of  your 
paper.  G.  C. 

Pittsburg.  Kansas. 

Something  depends  upon  the  incubator. 
It  is  generally  a<lvised  to  run  an  incubator  at 
a  temperature  of  102  degrees  for  the  first  two 
weeks  and  103  degrees  for  the  third  week, 
but  we  have  one  machine  which  we  run  at 
101  degrees  throughout.  You  can  only  tell 
by  the  results  of  your  hatch,  and  you  will  do 
well  to  run  one  or  two  experimental  hatches 
with  a  few  eggs  in  order  to  get  the  range  c° 
the  machine.  If  the  eggs  begin  to  hatch 
before  the  nineteenth  day  you  have  run  it  a 
little  too  high  ;  if  they  are  not  all  hatched  by 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  day  you  have 
run  it  a  little  too  low,  and  should  change 
your  gauge  half  a  degree  one  way  or  the  other, 
and  see  what  the  result  is.  In  a  machine  run 
at  the  proper  temperature  the  eggs  are  pipping 
at  the  nineteenth  day,  and  the  hatch  is  practi- 
cally completed  by  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
first  dav. 


How  Much  Room?  Best  Layers. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  am  a  new  subscriber  to  Faioi- 
Poi  LTitv,  and  find  it  very  interesting. 

I  have  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  and  a  yanl 
ISO  X  90  feet  with  a  house  1'2  .\  20  feet.  I  let  them  out 
early  in  the  morning,  and  close  them  up  about  7  1".  M. 

Will  you  tell  me  how  many  hens  I  can  keep  in  my 
yard  so  tliat  they  sliali  do  well  and  not  be  crowded? 

'id.  I  have  heen  keeping  Barred  P.  Kocks  for  two 
years,  and  tills  spring  started  in  with  Brown  Leg- 
horns. My  P.  Rocks  laid  well  In  winter  and  summer, 
but  I  find  I  get  many  more  eggs  from  the  Leghorns 
tlian  I  <lld  before.  Can  you  tell  me  which  breed  of 
lienslays  tiie  best,  or  lays  the  most  eggs  per  year? 

Shelburne,  Vt.  J.W.W. 

You  could  keep  forty  birds  in  that  house 
and  yard  if  you  divide  the  house  into  two 
pens  10  X  12  each,  and  add  a  small  open  front 
shed  to  each  end,  then  run  a  fence  down  the 
middle  of  the  yard,  dividing  that  in  halves 
too. 

2il.  That  is  a  pretty  large  question,  and  a 
good  deal  depends  upoir  the  stock.  For 
example.  Barred  P.  Rock  hens  which  have 
been  bred  for  egg  production  will  lay  more 
eggs  in  'a  year  than  Leghorns  or  Minorcas 
that  have  been  bred  for  fancy  points,  and  vice 
versa.  We  Intve  a  letter  before  us  from  an 
Ohio  man  w  ho  has  discarded  Barred  T.  Rocks 
because  he  says  they  did  not  lay  half  decently. 
The  probability  is  that  he  got  fancy  bred 
stock,  bred  for  fine  show  points.  AVe  believe 
we  can  increase  our  egg  yield  by  judicious 
breeding  so  that  any  of  our  good  varieties 
will  produce  an  avenige  of  one  hundred  and 
seveuty-five  to  two  hundred  eggs  apiece  in  a 
year. 


uurself  as  to  how  to  keep  them  liealitiy  and  cure  llu-iii  when  ^ick.   Tlie  best  way 
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HATCH  CHICKENS 


Batcher  made 


WITH  THB  MODEL 

EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR. 

^Iraplf.  Perftr.ji.  Si  If  rt.^ulating. 
ThouaaDtJa  in   Foccessful  opt-r- 
&tioo.     Guaraotecd  to  hitch  a 
Iwger   pcrccDtage  of  feriile  tegs, 
at  lei^s  oost,  Ui&d  any  other  Hatcher. 


WITH  THE 


WOODEN  HEN 

Mont  efficient  ■^raall  Incabator  erer 
invents.  Perr*-<:t  in  everv  detail. 
JoBlthe  thioz  for  poultry  raising 
«D  a  small  scale.  2S       capacity.    Catalc-ra^  fr*^. 


CEO.  H.  STAHL,  e>Muu»  tnd  Sole  MAnaltcmrer^.  114  tO  122  S.  SIrth  St.,  QUINCY,  ILU 


A  New  Yorker,  who  lately  went  on  an  excursion  to  New  Mexico  with  a  lot 
of  raih-oad  men,  in  a  special  car,  reflected  that  alkali  dust  and  champagne 
always  upset  his  digestion,  and  determined  to  buy  a  box  of  Ripans  Tabules  at 
a  St.  Louis  drug  store. 

"  How  do  these  sell  ? "  he  asked  of  the  druggist. 

"  WeseU  a  lot  of  'em,"  was  the  reply.  "That  gentleman  who  just  went 
out  bought  a  box.  He  is  Commodore  J.  E.  M.  Maury  of  New  York,  who  is  on 
this  New  Mexican  excursion. " 

Aa  days  went  by,  our  friend  took  a  Tabule  after  each  meal  and  one  before 
going  to  bed,  and  was  as  regular  as  a  top.  So  too  was  the  Commodore.  In  a 
few  days,  however,  most  of  the  party  siiffered  more  or  less  from  over-eating, 
over-smoking,  alkali  dust,  want  of  exercise  and  indigestion.  Nearly  every  one 
complained  of  constipation,  and  the  Commodore,  like  a  good  angel,  produced 
his  box  from  time  to  time,  and  in  every  case  relief  follower'  his  kindly  minis- 
txations. 

"  How  does  it  happen,"  asked  the  Commodore  of  our  friend,  "that  you 
alone  escape  the  inconvenience  aU  the  others  suffer  from  ?  Only  you  and  I 
escape. "  But  our  friend  was  foxy  and  would  not  admit  that  he  too  was  a  slave 
to  Ripans  Tabules  ;  but  all  that  party  carry  them  now  when  they  go  where 
meals  are  irregular  and  the  water  is  bitter  or  poor. 

A  new  style  packet  containing  tex  ripans  TABtnLES  in  a  paper  carton  (without glass)  Is  now  for  sale  at  som* 
drug  stores — for  five  cents.  This  low-priced  sort  is  intended  for  the  poor  aud  tne  economical.  One  dozen 
of  the  flve-cent  cartons  (120  tabules)  can  be  had  bv  mail  bv  sending  fortv  ,  ight  cents  tft  the  Ripa.ss  ChbiqcaIi 
CoBCANT.  No      Spruce  Street.  New  York— or  a  single  carton  ctes  tabi  les)  will  be  sent  for  five  cents. 

OOIVElVriT     TjIGJEZ  IVITJIlIDEn 

if  von  wisli  to  secure  the  best  results  from  >-our  poultry.  Von  cannot 
expect  hens  to  be  happy  and  contented,  aud  to  lay  eggs  when  they  are 
covered  with  lice. 

THE   BEST  WAY  TO  GET  EGGS 
is  to  kill  all  body  lice,  liead  lice,  (leas,  bugs,  gnats  and  mites  that  aresuck- 
ing  tlie  liens'  bli>od.    It  take>  both  blood  and  comfort  to  produce  eggs. 

THE  LIGHTNING  LICE  KILLING  M.\CHINE 
kills  them  all  instantly    No  tedious  hanilling  of  fowls.    Price  No.  1 
machine  $2.Vi:  No.  '2.  SS:  No.  3.  $4;  Half  lb.  of  lice  powder  wlili  each 
macliine.    I.iglitning  Poultry  nils— prevent  all  fealhcr  pulling.  $I.oO  per 
doz.  Slamp  for  circular.  CHA.*;.  .SCHII.I)  CO.,  Hi>x  14.  Ionia,  Mieh. 


PRACTICAL  BUFF 


COCHINS 
LECHORNS 


Bred  from  prolific  laving  stock,  vigorous,  healthy.  Cochin  eggs.  Pen  1,  S2  per  1.'!:  S->per  40.  Pen  2,  $1  per 
Leghorns,  Arnold  stf-oin,  —  $1  per  l:>;  S2.50  per  40.   Plymouth  i{ock  $1  jier  l:i:  S2..'HI  per  40;  $5  |>er  100. 
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C.  B.  CROWELL, 


Brattleboro,  Vt. 


WHAT  DO  YOU  WANT? 

If  it's  ItuegloH,  llarnesA,  Saddles  Bloycleo,  Sewlne 
Machines,  Feed  i'ookerH.  Cider  I'reswets  hpruy 
Hunipsi,  Poultry' 


thine    else,    we  vniu  Wi 
rectfrom  the  fac-       i-vnwN''1 ^'^ 
what  it  is,  or  where  ^^^^^Uj^^J  it  is  made,  we  can 
supply  it  and  sare  you  tnoney  too.   Try  us. 
Write  for  our  Illustrated  catalogue,  circulars,  etc 

886  Old  Colony, 
•  C'hleac*>  lUlnolik 


TT^^  Supplies  or  any- 
WiVTsI        supply  it  dl- 

iiiJ^^J  it  is  made,  we  can 


Frank  B.BarUey  Mfg.  Co. 


CAPON 

Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
i'kx  Remit  by  Money- 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING  *  .SONS, 
1229  t'allowhill  Street, 
Pluladelptua,  Pa. 


Complete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  posl-pai<l, 
on  receipt  of  C2.50.  2s  p. 
Capon  Kook  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultrj  Marker. 
2.5c.   Koup  Syringe,  loc. 
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Farm^  Poultry 
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Troubled  With  Chigoes. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Kiinlly  iufurui  iueo£  soiiiclliiu.u' that 
will  kill  lieu  cliijioes,  or  hen  fleas,  wlicu  applifil  to  tlic 
affected  lien  or  chick.  The  kind  of  Ilea  I  speak  of  is 
described  and  pictured  in  January  1st,  1S:I8,  number 
of  your  paper  under  "  Insects  AlVeetlnfi  Poultry,"  Fig. 
6.  Tlie  remedy  there  Kiven  is  for  the  house,  and  none 
for  tlie  fowls.  People  lieie  cannot  raise  many  chicks 
on  account  of  tile  "jigger  flea,"  as  we  call  it. 

Orlando,  Fla.  M.  C.  S. 

Ballie  bites  witli  dilute  ulcoliol  or  vinegar. 
Afterward  use  :i  little  one  per  cent  carbohitcd 
vaseline  on  the  bites.  Tbis  would  aflbrd 
relief  for  a  time. 

You  sbould  try  to  rid  tbe  bouse  and  runs 
of  them. 


Silver  Wyandottoa  niixinR. 

Mr.  Editor:  — If  a  pure  blooded  lieu  lakes  a  scrub 
rooster  just  before  she  bi'gins  laying  Hill  all  o£  her 
bnxid  when  hatched  be  half-breeds  ? 

1  am  a  breeder  of  Silver  Wyaudottes,  and  I  find  it 
quite  dillicult  to  get  them  true  to  color.  Some  of 
them  are  as  fine  as  can  be,  but  others  are  not.  My 
chickens  have  unlimited  range,  hence  could  iit  times 
meet  scrub  roosters  on  their  rounds. 

Glory,  Texas.  V\'.  H.  McF. 

It  is  doubtf  ul  if  once  meeting  a  scrub  rooster 
would  make  all  tlie  chicks  Of  a  litter  half- 
breeds,  because  the  inlluence  of  the  meeting 
wonUl  not  carry  so  long;  but  the  probability 
(s  if  all  chicks  are  half-breeds  that  there  have 
been  continued  nieetiags. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  your  Silver  Wyau- 
dottes are  not  all  pure  bred.  We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  not  all  of  the  so-called  S.  AVyan- 
dottes  are  pure  stock.  It  is  perhaps  not  out  of 
place  to  say  that  the  S.  Wyandotte  is  consid- 
ered by  many  to  be  a  very  difficult  variety  to 
breed  true  to  color.  We  would  say  also  that 
if  you  want  to  keep  pure  birds  pure  you  will 
have  to  keep  them  free  from  contamination. 


Gets  Good  Hatches. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  see  occasionally  in  your 
columns  complaints  of  poor  hatches.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  when  eggs  do  not  hatch  well 
it  is  largely  the  fault  of  the  breeder,  either  in 
the  food  or  management,  or  in  tbe  selection 
of  eggs  for  sitting.  I  seldom  have  over  one. 
If  any,  eggs  left  In  tbe  nest  when  a  hen  comes 
off.  I  have  a  Barred  P.  Rock  hen  that  has 
just  hatched  thirty-five  chicks  out  of  thirty- 
six  eggs  in  two  sittings.  I  put  seventeen 
eggs  under  her,  and  she  hatched  sixteen 
chickens.  I  gave  them  to  another  hen,  and 
put  eighteen  more  eggs  under  her,  and  she 
hatched  every  one  of  them,  making  a  total  of 
thirty-four  chicks  from  thirty-five  eggs,  and 
this  with  the  temperature  at  95,  and  mites 
running  galore.  W.  F.  D. 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

[That  is  remarkably  good  hatching,  and  if 
you  can  tell  us  how  you  get  such  results  tbe 
public  would  be  profited  bv  such  a  report.— 
Ed.I 


American   Black   Minorca  Club 
Catalogue. 

We  have  received  tbe  first  annual  catalogue 
of  the  American  Black  Minorca  Club,  which 
is,  of  course,  "  published  in  the  interests  of 
the  Blaqk  Minorca  fowl,"  and  seems  excel- 
lently well  adapted  to  its  purpose.  Two  fine 
cuts  of  an  ideal  Black  Minorca  male  and  an 
ilieal  Black  Minorca  female  adoi'ii  the  opening 
pages,  and  interesting  articles  exploiting  the 
merits  of  the  breed  are  sandwiched  in  between 
advertisements  of  Black  Minorca  breeders. 

This  atalogue  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all 
Black  Minorca  lovers,  and  will  be  sent  to  any 
one  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent  stamp  (to  pay 
postage),  sent  to  .John  A.  Gamewell,  secretary, 
Hackensack,  N.  J. 


Some  Fine  Brown  Leghorns. 

We  had  tbe  pleasure  yesterday  afternoon 
of  calling  upon  Messrs.  Tenney  &  Harrington, 
the  well  known  Brown  Leghorn  breeders,  at 
the  new  home  of  Glenridge  Poultry  Yards, 
West  Newton,  Mass.,  (formerly  Wellesley 
Hills),  and  saw  some  Brown  Leghorns  that 
bid  fair  to  make  a  record  in  tbe  shows  next 
winter.  There  were  five  cocks  in  a  line  that 
were  remarkably  good  birds,  strong  and  even 
In  color,  and  of  unusually  good  size,  and  the 
pens  of  hens  were  worthy  to  be  mated  to 
them. 

There  were  a  hundred  or  more  youngsters 
running  about,  the  hatches  having  been 
remarkably  good.  Mr.  Harrington  pointed 
out  one  family  of  seventeen  chicks,  the  result 
of  one  ben's  effort  with  .seventeen  eggs,  and 


they  were  hatched  upon  a  day  <lear  to  Boston, 
the  171  h  of  June.  Mr.  II.  told  us  he  had 
driven  up  to  Framingham  to  call  upon  his 
brother  whom  he  found  crowing  quite  a  good 
bit  over  a  batch  of  sixteen  chicks  from  sixteen 
eggs.  He  went  home  and  put  seventeen  eggs 
under  a  large  P.  Hock  ben  (broody)  that  be 
had  just  bought,  and  on  tbe  17th  of  June  took 
off  seventeen  beautiful  chicks.  That  is  a 
hatching  record  that  would  be  hard  to  beat. 


MRS.  PINKHAM  TALKS  ABOUT  OVARITIS. 


The  Star  Incubator. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Baclic,  the  president  of 
the  "  Star  "  Incubator  Co.,  says :  "  We  have 
had  a  splendid  trade  this  year,  and  reports 
from  customers  are  very  gratifying.  We  are 
now  adding  to  our  factory  in  the  shape  of 
another  building  40  x  100  feet,  two  stories 
high."  'That  certainly  looks  like  progress  in 
tbe  right  direction,  and  we  congratulate  them 
upon  their  success.  Their  address  is  Lincoln, 
N.  J. 


Kuhns'  Egg  Record. 

From  H.  A.  Kuhns,  Atlanta  Ga.,  we  have 
received  the  "Poultry  Breeders'  Egg  Record 
and  Account  Book,"  which  contains  pages 
conveniently  arranged  for  keeping  accounts 
by  the  day,  month  and  year  of  all  expenses 
and  income  from  ten  flocks  of  fowls;  also 
record  of  eggs  laid,  eggs  set  or  sold,  chicks 
hatched,  reared,  sold,  etc. 

It  is  in  a  most  convenient  form,  and  will 
be  a  substantial  aid  to  a  correct  keeping 
of  accounts;— which  is  "a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished."  It  is  moderate  in 
price,  too,  only  25  cents,  and  we  will  send  it 
from  this  office  by  mail  postpaid  on  receipt 
of  that  sum. 


The  Next  Washington  Show. 

We  htive  received  the  announcement  of  the 
next  Washington  show,  and  the  letter  head 
invites  to  "  address  all  communications  to 
W.  .Seymour  McLeod,  secretary,  917  F.  St., 
N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C."  The  judges 
announced  are  Hon.  Dave  Nichols,  D.  J. 
Lambert,  Geo.  O.  Brown,  Jos.  Gavin  and 
James  Blair  — a  good  list,  and  we  heartily 
wish  the  National  association  tbe  best  success. 


Mr.  A.  F.  Williams,  manufacturer  of  the 
celebrated  Monitor  incubators,  has  moved  his 
plant  from  Middletown,  Ct.,  to  Moodus,  Ct., 
where  he.  has  increased  facilities  for  manu- 
facturing. He  has  a  large  mill  situated  in  the 
center  of  the  village,  which  is  in  excellent 
repair,  and  has  abundant  water  power,  The 
expense  of  motive  power  will  be  compara- 
tively nothing,— this  being  an  important 
factor  in  inducing  Mr.  Williams  to  move  to 
Moodus. 


PAINT  TALKS,  VII. 

THE  PROVINCE  OF  OIL. 

Generally  speaking,  the  durability,  as  -well  as  the 
economy  of  a  paint  depends  on  the  proportion  of  the 
oil  it  contains;  the  more  oil  on  a  surface,  the  more 
durable  and  the  more  economical  the  paint.  This 
means  that  those  pigments  that  require  the  most  oil 
to  transform  them  into  paint  ready  for  application, 
make  the  best  paints. 

Of  the  several  materials  used  as  bases  for  liouse- 
paints,  zinc  white  carries  more  than  twice  as  much  oil 
as  any  other;  .and  when  added  in  combinations  to 
other  materials,  greatly  increases  their  oil  carrying 
capacity.  Thus  a  mixture  of  half  lead  and  half  zinc 
will  carry  about  twice  as  niiicli  oil  as  a  pure  lead 
paint,  and  other  ce>nibiualions  in  proportion. 

This  fact  explains  why  combination  paints  last 
longer  than  '■straight'  paints.  It  also  explains  wl^y 
coniliinalion  paints  will  cover,  pound  for  pounil  ,a 
much  greater  surface  than  the  straight  paints  The 
best  paint,  is  really  nothing  more  than  a  jireservative 
ci>alingof  pure  linseed  oil,  the  pigment  being  added 
to  make  tbe  layer  of  oil  thicker,  and  to  liirle  the  sur- 
face covered.  In  oil  varnishes  thepigmenlis  replaced 
by  hard  transparent  gums,  bul  the  purpose  is  prac- 
tically the  .same— to  protect  the  surface  with  oil. 

Linseed  oil  has  the  valuabh'  properly  of  absorbing 
oxygen  and  hardening  into  a  lough,  elastic  layer  and 
this  tough  substance  is  the  chief  element  of  protective 
value  in  paint  and  varnish, 

,Now  anything  thai  has  an  injurious  eflect  on  linseed 
oil  naturally  injures  the  painl  in  which  it  Is  used. 
Soinif  of  the  niosl  popular  paint  materials  form  a 
melalic  soap  with  a  portion  of  Ihe  oil  in  which  they 
areniixerl;  others  o.vldize  or  burn  it.  and  the  paint 
maile  with  such  pigments  gradii.aily  crumbles  and 
washes  away. 

Of  tbe  white  Iiase  materials,  properly  so-called, 
used  for  house  paints  zinc  white  is  the  oniv  one  that 
has  absolutely  no  ettecl  on  linseed  oil,  neither  saponi- 
fying nor  oxidizing  it. 

It  follows,  that  of  all  i)ignient.«,  zinc  is  the  one  of 
most  value  in  |iaint.  Other  materials  mav  be  iiseil 
because  of  their  opacity  or  their  ease  of  working;  bul 
durability,  spreading  capacity,  economy,  brightness 
and  permanence  of  color  are  obtained  only  by  tlie  use 
of  zinc. 

The  consumer,  whose  chief  concern  is  that  he  f«hall 
have  the  best  eflTecl  and  the  greatest  wear  at  the 
cheapest  cost,  will  find  it  of  inlerest.  wlien  ordering 
paint,  to  insist  on  having  a  comliliKition  p:twit  witli  a 
zinc  base.  When  he  gets  that  he  will  gel  asaiisfactory 
paiDt,  no  matt«r  what  It  may  be  called  on  the  label. 

STANTON  DUDLEY. 


Letter  from  Mrs.  Carrie  P.  Treraper  that  all  Suffering  Women  Should 

Bead. 


Ovaritis  or  inflammation  of  the  ovaries  may  result  from  sudden  stopping  of 

the  monthly  flow,  from  inflammation  of  the 
womb,  and  many  other  causes.  The 
slightest  indication  of  trouble  with  the 
ovaries  should  claim  your  instant 
attention.   It  will  not  cure  itself ,  and 
a  hospital  operation  with  all  its  ter- 
rors may  easily  result  from  neglect. 
The  fullest  counsel  on  this  sub- 
ject can  be  aecured  without  cost  by 
writing  to  Mrs.  Pinkham,  at  Lynn, 
Mass.,  and  asking-  for  her  advice. 
Your  letter  will  be  confidential 
and  seen  by  women  only. 

Mrs.  Carrie  F.  Tre.mper,  Lake,  Ind., 
whose  letter  we  print,  is  only  one  of 
many  that  have  been  cured  of  ovarian 
troubles  by  Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vege- 
table Compound. 

"Dear  Mrs.  Pinkiiam: — I  was 
suffering  from  congestion  of  the 
ovaries,  misplacement  of  the  womb, 
irregular,  scanty,  and  painful 
menstruation,  also  kidney  trouble. 
I  had  let  it  go  on  until  I  could  not 
sit  up,  and  could  not  straighten  my  left 
leg.  My  physician  gave  me  relief,  but 
failed  to  cure  me.  Beading  the  testi- 
monials of  different  women,  telling  what 
Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound  had 
done  for  them,  I  decided  to  give  it  a  trial.  I 
had  almost  given  up  hopes,  as  I  had  suffered 
untold  agony.  The  first  dose  helped  me.  And  now,  after  using  eight  bottles  of 
Vegetable  Compound,  one  bottle  of  Blood  Purifier,  one  box  of  Liver  Pills, 
I  am  proud  to  say  I  am  as  well  as  I  ever  was.  I  might  have  saved  a  large 
doctor's  bill  and  much  suffering,  had  I  tried  your  precious  medicine  in  the 
beginning  of  my  sickness.  All  in  the  village  know  I  was  not  expected  to  live, 
when  I  had  the  first  and  second  attacks.  In  fact,  I  had  no  hope  until  I  began 
taking  your  Vegetable  Compound.    It  has  saved  my  life. " 

A  Million  Women  Have  Been  Benefited  by  Mrs.  Pinkham's  Advice  and  Medicine 


THE  CYPHERS 

Is  Making  New  Friends  Daily. 

NO   MOISTURE   TO    BE  SUPPLIED. 
NO  GUESSWORK  AS  TO  TEMPERATURE. 

Orders    Filled.  IPronaptly- 

Send  for  catalogue,  and  look  into  its  merits. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO., 


SILVER  FINISH  NETTING 


BEST. 


3  inch  mesh, 
2  inch  mesh, 
I  inch  mesh. 


13 

S  .00 
.65 
1.50 


18 

S  .75 
1.00 
2.25 


nticEs 

24 
SI. 00 
1.25 
3.00 


KOLL.S 
30 
SI. 25 
1.B5 
3.75 


1.50  FT. 
36 
SI. 50 
1.90 
4.50 


LONG. 
42 
S1.75 
2.30 
5.25 


48 

S2.00 
2..50 
6.00 


60 

$2.50 
,  3.15 
.  7.50 


10  per  cent  discount  on  5  or  more  rolls,  and  freight  rates  allowed  not  to  exceed  40c.  per  100  lbs. 


72-ineli. 

S3.00. 
3.75. 
9.00. 
Staples,  8c. lb. 


RICHARD   H.  YOUNG,  Westboro,  Mass. 


.imiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiAitiiiiiiAinniiiiiiiiitiiiiiimmmniiiUAtitiiiiAtiiutiiiiiiiUiAimuje 


AT  SOME  FUTURE  TIME 


there  may  be  discovered  better  means 
of  hatching'  and  brooding'  chickens.  For 
the  present  however  there  is  nothing- 
quite  equal  to  the  QJ^ 


jEvery  condition  necessary  to  com- 
Jplete  and  entire  success  has  been 
aobservedand  the  result  is  known  to  poultry 
SmenALL  OVER  THE  WORLD. 

SMore  told  about  them,  and  our  mammoth 
iPoultry  Farms  in  our  2*24  papre  catalogue. 
SSent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  10  cents.  # 

\rELIABLE INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER,  CO. 


"Reliable" 

Machines 

Quincy,  III. 


60  EGG  SIZE  liANTLLNU. 


\m  SEBI ANT  m  PiOTECTOB. 

No  home  is  complete  wilhoul  a  Scotch  Collie  dop  to  protect  it.  It  is  needed  as  a  companion  and  protector 
irir  the  children.  I'he  useful  iliilies  Ihev  can  be  taught  to  do  in  the  care  of  stock,  etc.,  is  simply  marvelous.' 
For  the  best  that  cost  the  least  money  adilress, 

POTTS  BROTHERS,  Parkesbur.g:,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

S.  C.  BROWN  AND  WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

We  have  them  as  good  as  the  country  affords.  Excellent  breeding  stock,  and  hundreds  of  fine  chicks  now  for 
sale.  £G<iS  SI  FOK  13. 

CTPbEKS  &  FISHER,  WaHliineton,  (Warren Co.),  N.  J. 
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July  IS 


Fowl  Hits. 

The  Incense  of  Chicken. 

A  stroke  of  misfortune  made  me  one  of  the 
owners  of  the-  paper.  I  hail  set  type  in  the 
otli'-e,  and  for  my  accumulated  string  I 
accepted  stock.  The  sheet  was  known 
(limited)  as  the  Evening  Mail,  and  was  pul> 
lished  in  Xashville,  Tennessee.  The  Cen- 
tennial at  Philadelphia  was  striving  to  pour 
balm  on  the  slow  healing  war  wounds  of  the 
country;  but  Nast's  tiger  still  crouched  in  the 
political  jungle,  and  the  bloody  shirt  had  been 
washed  through  but  one  water.  It  was  at 
such  a  time  that  our  paper  preached  sermons 
of  brotherly  love,  written  by  an  old  gentleman 
whom  we  paid,  (or  agreed  to  pay),  $5  a  week. 
In  terms  of  tenderness  he  referred  to  our 
hated  contemporary,  a  pirate  whose  insulting 
steam  was  always  up,  and  who  was  constantly 
driving  its  iron  ram  into  our  vulnerable  parts. 
One  day  the  brotherly  sheriff  came  in  and 
■showed  his  strong  attachment  for  us.  We 
closed  our  volume  with  an  editorial  entitled, 
"The  Whole  Duty  of  Man."  In  the  town 
there  were  more  printers  than  work.  Circum- 
stances, the  most  peremptory  of  physicians, 
advised  a  change  of  scene.  Bob  Dutton,  who 
bad  received  similar  advice,  went  with  me. 
Wo  tramped.  I  was  young,  and  inclined  to 
tell  truth.  1  do  not  know  whether  15ob  lied 
becaut^c  he  had  no  conscience,  or  whether  be 
desperately  choked  the  truth  to  kill  his  con- 
science, feeling  that  he  was  hampered  by  it. 
In  the  army  he  had  been  punished  for  steal- 
ing a  barrel  of  whiskey  from  an  officer  who 
liad  stolen  it.  There  is  no  greater  crime  than 
to  steal  from  a  thief.  Peace  settled  upon  the 
county,  and  disgrace  fell  upon  Bob  at  the 
same  time.  I  was  warned  not  to  take  him  as 
a  traveling  companion,  but  in  the  warning 
there  was  a  hint  of  adventure,  and  this,  of 
course,  sweetened  his  disreputable  company 
We  wandered  off  down  into  the  cypress 
country  of  west  Tennessee,  dodging  high 
w  iitor  on  our  way  to  Memphis.  We  were 
constantly  cut  off  from  our  supplies.  "  I  may 
not  amount  to  much  in  a  general  way,"  Bob 
would  declare,  "but  I've  got  an  appetite  sharp 
enough  to  shave  with." 

Late  one  afternoon  we  came  to  a  cabin  set 
on  a  sandy  knoll,  in  the  thick  shade  of  scrub 
oaks.  A  red  whiskered  man  stood  in  the 
door.  We  asked  for  something  to  eat.  He 
ajjpeared  pleascil  to  see  us. 

"Come  in,"  he  said.  "Sit  down  there. 
Where  are  you  from,  and  what  is  your  line  of 
employment  when  you  so  far  forget  yourselves 
as  to  work?" 

This  rascally  insinuation  pleased  Bob.  "We 
are  printers,"  said  he. 

"That  so?  Po  you  mean  that  you  make 
newspapers?" 

'■  Well,  we  do  the  only  work  of  any  import- 
ance. We  set  the  type,  and  the  other  features 
do  not  amount  to  anything." 

"  So  you  set  the  type,"  and  then  calling  to  a 
woman,  he  commanded:  "Jane,  kill  two  of 
those  young  Dominecker  chickens  for  these 
gentlemen,  and  fry  them  brown." 

Bob's  eyes  snapped,  and  I  felt  an  emotional  ■ 
surge  of  water  in  mouth.  For  days  we  had 
fed  upon  the  tasteless  berry  of  the  swamp, 
and  the  leathery  "  hand  out "  passed  from  the 
kitchen  window.  M'e  had  dreamed  even  of 
fat  bacon.  Our  cowed  souls  had  not  dared  to 
muse  upon  fried  chicken.  Bob  strove  to  say 
something,  but  emotion  overc-ame  him.  We 
heard  the  chickens  llutter— heard  the  axe  fall 
upon  their  necks. 

"  So  you  set  type,"  said  the  host  stroking 
Ids  beard.  "  Is  there  much  money  in  such 
work?" 

"  Fortunes,"  Bob  answered,  with  a  stir  of 
his  lying  impulse.  "  But  the  trouble  is  that 
work  is  hard  to  get.    It  is  a  sort  of  luxury." 

"  Do  they  pay  you  by  the  newspaper  you 
set  up,  or  by  the  week? " 

"  By  the  piece,"  Bob  answered. 

"  I  don't  exactly  understand," said  the  host, 
poiidering.  ."  IIow  by  the  piece?  " 

"  Why,  by  the  em.  We  get  so  much  a 
thousand  ems." 

"But  suppose  you  set  up  something  th.it 
hasn't  many  m's  in  it?  Then  you  don't  get 
much  pay.  It  don't  strike  me  that  this  is  a 
very  good  arrangement." 

Bob  laughed  pityingly.  "Why  it  ismeasured 
by  the  space  that  so  many  ems  would  occupy." 

"  Oh,  I  understand  now.   And  the  faster  a 


man  is  the  more  money  he  gets;  it  doesn't 
make  any  difference  whether  he  picks  up  real 
m's  or  not." 

"  Yes,  sir;  that's  fhe  idea." 

The  redolence  of  frying  chicken  floated 
through  the  door,  an  incense  burnt  upon  the 
memory  altar  of  youth. 

"  Well,"  said  the  host,  "  about  how  many 
ems  can  you  set  in  a  day?" 

No  incense  could  have  kept  Bob  from  lying 
at  this  moment.  "Let  me  see,"  he  said, 
seeming  to  search  his  memory,  "  I  reckon  I 
can  set  about  twenty-live  thousand." 

"  That  so?" 

"That's  a  fact.  Ain't  it? he  asked  turning 
to  me.  'Tis  singular,  but  a  man  rarely  has 
the  nerve  to  refuse  testimony  to  a  lie.  We 
were  called  upon  for  proof.  "  Ain't  that  .so. 
Bill?''  It  is  so  easy  to  say  yes;  it  saves 
dissension.    I  said  "  yes." 

"  And  about  how  much  a  thousand  do  you 
get?''  the  host  asked. 

"  Seventy-five  cents  or  a  dollar.  Ain't  that 
so?" 

I  said  "  yes." 

"  Well  you  ought  to  make  money  at  that," 
he  said,  and  looking  at  him  I  saw  something 
that  froze  my  blood.  He  had  taken  a  printer's 
make  up  rule  from  his  pocket,  this  red  headed 
man  of  the  wilderness — had  taken  out  a  make 
up  rule  and  was  cleaning  his  finger  nails  with 
it.  Bob  saw  this  dreadful  sight.  He  caught 
his  breath.  He  said  nothing..  He  snatched 
his  hat  and  was  gone.  I  couldn't  stay— I  had 
stood  godfather  to  his  lie.  The  chicken 
incense  followed  us  mockingly  down  into  the 
woods  and  there  left  us.  M'e  heard  a  rooster 
crow.  We  heard  the  laugh  of  the  red 
bearded  man. — OpiER?:An,in  Inlanfl  Printer. 

ANOTHER 

Fruit  and  Poultry  Bargain. 

22  acres  lanii  wiili  jjoultiy  liouse  17x30,  L  1(0x15, 
nearly  new,  paiuleti  autl  elapbuarded.  No  house  or 
barn,  l)ut  same  can  be  easily  rented  near  by  .as  this  is 
situated  in  small  village  o  njinules  to  stbi  e,  I".  O., 
school  and  cliurch,  3  miles  to  o  stations,  l-and  al  1  set 
oaf  to  fruit  and  nut  trees;  SOO  Ai)ple  trees.  — ISO 
Baldwins,  1.50  King,  100  Greening,  Wj  Gravensteins, 
100  Ben  Davis.  100  N.  Spvs,  50  Russets,  tO  of  other 
varieties;  250  Pears,  150  Peacli,  240  riuni.  20  Oierry, 
20  Grape,  Quince,  Gooseberries.  lOOO  I'ai  agon  Chest- 
nut, lOO  of  other  varieties;  12  Russian  Mulberrv,  12 
Juneberrv.  12  BufTaloberrv.  Blk.  Raspberries,  Blacli- 
berries,  quantities  of  Blueberries.  Manv  of  these 
trees  will  begin  to  hear  this  vear.  25  lonsof  bone  fer- 
tilizer used  in  setting.  Owner  wiU  include  3  new 
Incubators;  brooders  to  matcli.  all  warranted ;  all  for 
$1000— $1000  cash. 

J.  A.  WII.I.EY,  Exclusive  Agent, 

ITS  Dovonsliirc  St..  Koston. 


GLEANED  AND  FILLED 
The in  a  Minute. 

Sanitary;'.  The  latest,  clieapest  and  best. 
PouHry  '  See  the  name.  .Just  w  hat  vou 
DrinkjflK  '^   waiit.    Any  poultry  supply 

Fountain 


dealer  — or  direcl  from 
ATS.\TT  BROS., 
Mattapoisett,  Mass. 


~  .=^~^-^  -  Send  for  Circulars. 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

NCUBATOR 

^Hatcbea  Chickens  by  Stoam 
Absolutely  »«elf-rp|vulatinir. 
r=^^=f^  Thf>  simplest^    meet  reliable, 
^     B         cheapppt  firpt-claes  Hatcher 
^         ID  the  market.    Circulars  free. 
tiliO.  EUTEl.  CO.,  Qnincy,  Ul* 


ASHSTSONQ  ft  McKELVT 

iM'-r  argtl- 

J'ltT.bargh. 
CAVIB  -CHAMBEE8 

I'lUbburgh. 

FAHNESTOCK 

ritUburgh. 

AKCEOS  1 

>  Cincinnati. 
ECKSTEIN  1 

ATLANTIC  \ 

BEADLEY 

BK00KL7M  f 
JEWETT  / 

nSTEE  1 

TTNION  J 

BOUTHEEN 
SHIP  MAN 

Chicago. 

COLLIEE 

snssoiTEi 

BEE  SEAL 

1  >t.  Louis, 

BOUTHEEN 

JOHN  T.  LEWIS  4  BEOS  CO 

VtiiUidL-lphia. 
MOKLEY  ci,,.,,^i. 

SALEM 

8alem,  Ma£S. 

COENELL 

Buffalo. 

KENTUCKY 

Louisville. 

BARYTES,  Whiting,  Silica, 
Zinc,  etc.,  etc.,  are  used  tc 
adulterate  White  Lead,  because 
they  are  cheaper  (cost  less)  than 
White  Lead,  and  are  branded  and 
sold  as  "  White  Lead,"  "  Pure 
White  Lead,"  etc.^  because  they 
cannot  be  sold  as  Barytes,  Whit- 


ing;, Silica  and  Zinc. 


1^1^      1^  By  using  National  Lead  Co.'s  Ptire  White  Lead  Tinting  Colon, 
1^  1**        any  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.    Pamphlet  giving  valu- 
*  ■-^  able  information  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free  ;  also 

folder  showing  pictures  of  bouse  painted  in  different  designs  or  various  styles  or 
combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application  to  those  intending  to  pai&t. 

National  Lead  Co.,  loo  William  Si.,  New  York, 
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A  WAR  ATLAS! 

Three  Dollars  worth  of  Maps  for  25c. 

■THEPmiPPiS-SPIll 


SI/ 
VI/ 

\l/ 

VI/ 
VI/ 
VI/ 
VI/ 
VI/ 
VI/ 

vi/ 


tt'ar  encircles  the  sriohe.  brin?in!i  into  prominence  little-l;nown  countries  and  almost  unheard- 
of  islands  and  ports.  Maps  are  indispensable — clear,  modern,  accurate,  up-to-date  iua|)s. 

THE  BOP  &  MP  m\  JTLDS 

meets  an  immediate  w.mt.  It  contains  fine  colored  and  indexed  maps,  ou  a  large  scale,  of  the 
countries  and  islands  of  interest  in  the  war  with  Spain,  viz.: 

1.  A  colored  plate  of  sixty  national  flags. 

2.  A  double-page  map  of  the  world. 

3.  North  America  and  the  United  States. 

4.  Europe,  in  det<iil. 
h.  Spain  and  the  neighboring  islands, 
fi.   The  West  Indies,  at  large. 

7.   Cuba,  with  detailed  plans  of  Havana,  showing  forts  and  public  buildings. 

5.  The  riiilippine  Islands,  China  and  Japan  ;  said  to  be  the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public. 
3.   The  United  States. 

Each  map  is  H  x  21  inches  in  size,  except  the  United  States,  w  hich  is  11  x  U.  All  are  np-lo-datc 
aud  printed  in  the  best  style  on  good  boolc  paper  and  Indexed  on  tlie  margin.  [Sound  iu  strong 
paper  cover;  size  when  closed,  12  x  14  inches.  Xo  better  maps  than  these  arc  ni.ade  in  America; 
and  separately  would  cost  S-3.00  in  the  cheajiest  pocket  form.  We  will  furnish  any  of  luir  readers 
one  of  these  fine  War  Atlases  for 

25  Cents  a  Copy,  Postage  Paid. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

■ 

22  Custom  House  Street,  -  -  Boston,  Mass. 
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Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 

Thev  arc  Xew  England  selliugaienis,  show  a  full  line 
of  the  I'rairie  Stale  IN'CUBATOKS  and  liKOOD- 
ERS,  and  will  mail  catalogue  FREE  aud  quote 
factory  prices. 


WRITE  TO 


Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons. 


Peep -0'- Day  Incubators  and  Brooders. 

There  is  no  brooder  on  the  market  that  Is  so  extensirelv  used 
as  the  Pecp-o"-Day.  Twenty  used  by  the  editor  of  this  paper. 
Used  in  large  numliers  by  the  State  E.\periiuent  Statioijs. 

Hromlcr  parts,  stoves,  castings,  thermometers,  el c.  Foimtains 
tor  chickens,  ducks,  or  fowl.  Portalile  Coops.  Our  goods  are  the 
most  practicable,  and  have  stood  the  lestfor  several  years.  Illus- 
trated catalogue  free. 

E.  r.  HODGSON,  Dover,  Mass. 

FRED  G.  ORR  St  CO.,  5  Commercial  Wharf,  Boston,  Mass.,  carry  a  fuU  line  of  onr  goods. 


